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Thank you Madam Chair, 

It has been an honor to engage in this constructive dialogue as we reaffirm our shared commitment to the principles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. For small island nations like ours, the Convention is not simply a legal instrument—it is a moral compass that reminds us that every member of our community must be valued, supported, and empowered to live with dignity and opportunity.

As a Small Island Developing State, we face unique vulnerabilities—from climate change to geographic isolation—that can disproportionately affect persons with disabilities. Addressing these challenges requires inclusive disaster preparedness, accessible infrastructure, and policies that ensure no one is left behind. In presenting our report, we have discussed several human rights challenges and our efforts to address them. 

Because of the nature of these matters, there is only so much that we, as a small island nation can do. We need the assistance and cooperation of the international community. In particular, we seek:

1. Technical support to strengthen our data systems and ensure disability-inclusive statistics are integrated into national planning.
2. Capacity-building initiatives to equip our institutions and civil society with the skills needed to implement CRPD commitments
3. Financial assistance to sustain programs addressing gender equality, disability inclusion, and climate resilience.
4. Partnerships with regional and global organizations to amplify our voice and ensure our priorities are reflected in international frameworks.

Madam Chair, Members of the Committee. 

Our government remains committed to advancing inclusive policies and services that ensure persons with disabilities can participate meaningfully in education, employment, community life, and public decision-making. We also acknowledge the need to strengthen accessibility, social protection, and community awareness so that inclusion becomes not only a policy goal, but a lived reality. We continue to strengthen partnerships across ministries, civil society, and our international partners to improve access to services, remove barriers, and promote inclusive development.
On behalf of the delegation of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, I wish to express our sincere gratitude for the constructive, respectful, and thoughtful dialogue we have shared over the past two days.
We thank the Committee for its careful review, for the depth of its questions, and for its clear commitment to advancing the rights and dignity of persons with disabilities. This dialogue has been both valuable and humbling. It has provided us with an important opportunity not only to present our progress, but also to reflect honestly on the areas where we must continue to do better.
The Marshall Islands faces unique challenges. At the same time, this review has reaffirmed for us that the principles of the Convention are not beyond our reach. Rather, they are essential to the kind of society we seek to build—one grounded in dignity, inclusion, accessibility, equality, and respect for the rights of all persons with disabilities.
We are especially grateful for the spirit in which this review has been conducted. The Committee’s observations, questions, and recommendations will assist us as we continue strengthening our laws, policies, systems, and partnerships. We take this engagement seriously, and we view it as part of an ongoing journey of implementation and accountability.
I wish to acknowledge our bilateral partners, regional and international organizations, and civil society. In that same breath, I wish to recognize members of our national delegation, both here with me in person as well as those who have been joining us remotely from our Capital, for their commitment and hard work in preparing for and participating in this review. Most importantly, we acknowledge persons with disabilities, their families, advocates, and organizations, whose experiences and voices must remain at the center of our work.
The Republic of the Marshall Islands reaffirms its commitment to the Convention and to continued cooperation with the Committee as we move forward. We leave this dialogue with appreciation, with renewed resolve, and with a clearer understanding of the work ahead.
Kommol tata and I thank you.
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