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· Introduction:
Egypt was one of the first countries to pay attention to the rights of the child, relying on the principle of the child's right to obtain various aspects of care and protect him from everything that threatens his life, safety and security in a comprehensive concept, with a focus on protection from all forms of violence, abuse, and sexual and commercial exploitation. This attention was reflected in the issuance of a law on organizing of children's rights, Law No. 12 of 1996, which has passed 28 years now, as well as what was stated in the current Egyptian constitution issued in 2014 with a number of children's rights, which confirms the state's remarkable interest in children's rights.

· First: The most important rights of the child stipulated in the Egyptian Constitution:
The current Egyptian Constitution has stated some Child’s rights, such as:
a) Article No. (80):
Anyone under the age of 18 shall be considered a child. Each child shall have the right to a name, identity documents, free compulsory vaccination, health and family or alternative care, basic nutrition, safe shelter, religious education, and emotional and cognitive development.

The State shall ensure the rights of children with disabilities, their rehabilitation and their integration in the society.

The State shall provide children with care and protection from all forms of violence, abuse, mistreatment and commercial and sexual exploitation.

Every child shall be entitled to acquire early education in a childhood center until the age of six. It is prohibited to employ children before the age of completing their preparatory education (six years of primary and three years of preparatory) or in jobs which subject them to danger.

The State shall also develop a judicial system for children that have been victims and or are witnesses. Children may not be held criminally accountable or detained save as provided in the Law and for the period of time specified therein. In such a case, they shall be provided with legal assistance and detained in appropriate locations separate from those allocated for the detention of adults.

The State shall endeavor to achieve the best interest of children in all measures taken against them.
b) Article No. (82):
The State shall guarantee the provision of care to the youth and youngsters shall endeavor to discover their talents; develop their cultural, scientific, psychological, physical and creative abilities, encourage their engagement in group and volunteer activities and enable them to participate in public life.

· Second: Child Law No. 12 of 1996:
The Egyptian legislator, due to the importance of the Child Law No. 12 of 1996, issued many amendments amounting to (6) amendments have been made to the Child Law, including these amendments:
a) Law No. 126 of 2008:
It is one of the most critical amendments to the law, as about 30 article have been amended, like: the Child’s right to enjoy the services of nurseries, engage the appropriate recreational activities, and promote and strengthen the guarantee of some rights such as: the right to education.
b) Law No. 6 of 2015:
According to this amendment, the age of children in need of alternative care has been reduced from 2 years to 3 months in order to ensure and achieve this care to the greatest number of them.
c) Law No. 7 of 2015:
According to this amendment, the age at which the measure ends, has been reduced for a child who commits two or more crimes, but at the same time, this age has not exceeded 15 years.
d) Law No. 161 of 2021:
According to this law, the Child Law referred to the Traffic Law in cases that a child may be granted a driving license.
e) Law No. 182 of 2023:
In accordance of this Law, the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood was established, besides abolishing some articles in the Child Law.
f) Law No. 186 of 2023:
Some of the financial penalties mentioned in the Law were amended, in addition to granting some rights to the custodial women.

· Third: Children's Rights in the Penal Code
The Egyptian Legislature also has stated Criminal Protection for Children in the Penal Code, especially in Articles No. (267) and No. (269).
a) Article No. (267):
"Anyone who has intercourse with a female without her consent shall be punished by death, imprisonment or life imprisonment. 

The perpetrator shall be punished by death if the victim has not attained the age of eighteen years, or if the perpetrator is one of the ascendants of the victim, or one of those responsible for her upbringing or observation, or those who have authority over her, or if he is a paid servant at that time or with the aforementioned persons, or if there are multiple perpetrators of the crime.
b) Article No. (296):
"Anyone who assaults a boy or a girl under the age of eighteen without force or threat shall be punished by imprisonment, and If his/her age does not exceed twelve years. If the person from whom the crime was committed is one of those stipulated in the second paragraph of Article 267, the penalty shall be imprisonment for a period of not less than seven years".

Which means that the child has become reliable in case of committing a crime that violates the rights of the child, and among these crimes:
a) Intercourse with a female without her consent if the victim has not reached the age of eighteen years
b) Indecent assault of a person by force, if the victim has not reached the age of eighteen years
c) Indecent assault without force or threat
d) Abduction, disappearance, replacement of a newborn child or falsely attributed to a non-parent
e) Endangering a child
f) Endangering a child if he is under seven years.
g) Abduction of a child without referral or coercion
h) Kidnapping by fraud and coercion if the abductee is a child or a female
i) sale, offer for sale or slave treatment of children, sexual and commercial exploitation of children and their use in forced labor or for an unlawful purpose or facilitating that.

The Egyptian Legislator has increased the penalty if these crimes were committed on a child.

· Fourth: Children’s Rights in Anti-Human Trafficking Law:
The Anti-Human Trafficking Law No. 82 of 2016, had increased the penalty of some crimes, like:
a) Smuggling migrants or mediating in it, if the smuggled migrant is a woman, child, incapacitated, or disabled.
b) If the Perpetrator uses children to commit or mediate the crime of smuggling migrants.

· Recommendations:
In this context, the Forum for Development and Human Rights Dialogue has submitted some recommendations to the esteemed Committee, which we hope will be included in the Committee’s final report, including:
1. The Egyptian legislator should reduce the age of majority from (21) years to (18) years in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the consequent need to amend:
· Article No. (44) of the Civil Code to be the age of majority is 18 years. The current law adopts the age of majority to conclude contracts from (21) years, while the punitive age is (18) years, while the age before the Personal Status Law is 15 years.
· Article No. (11) of the Trade Law No. 17 of 1999, in order to bring majority to 18 years instead of 21 years.
· Article No. (1) of Law No. 99 of 1947 regarding the issuance of the Accounting Courts Law to become the age of majority (18) years instead of (21) years
2. Despite the provisions of the Child Law No. 126 of 2008, whether in the law or its executive regulations, that support the child's right to family care, we recommend that a separate chapter be devoted within the law in which all articles related to the same subject are collected.
3. Although the law and the constitution have used different words in prohibiting the employment of a child before he exceeds the age of completion of basic education, the constitution has stated a prohibition on exceeding the age of completion of basic education. On the other hand, the Child Law prohibited in Article 64 of the work before reaching the age of 15 years, and kindergartens were the ones that are enrolled according to the text of Article No. (56) after the age of four. In addition to the number of years of basic education according to the text of Article 4 of the Education Law No. 139 of 1981, the output is 15 years. So, we recommend that the prohibition be contained in the Child Law as contained in the Constitution, provided that the executive regulations indicate the details of that age
4. Although Article No. (166 bis) of the Child Law (added in 2008) stipulates that child victims and child witnesses at all stages of arrest, investigation, trial and execution shall have the right to be heard and treated with dignity and compassion with full respect for their physical, psychological and moral integrity and the right to protection, health, social and legal assistance, rehabilitation and reintegration into society in light of the United Nations Guidelines on Justice for Child Victims of Crime and Witnesses.
However, the text of the Constitution obliges that a special justice system must be established for child victims and witnesses in a way that guarantees their protection and gives them an additional degree of facilitation of judicial procedures. Therefore, we recommend adding a chapter within the section on the criminal treatment of children to establish a system for child victims and witnesses.
5. Reconsider the aggravation of the penalty prescribed for unintentional crimes committed by an adult on a child, as the reason for determining that aggravation is to protect the child from all forms of violence and abuse and to exploit the supposed state of vulnerability in the child in order to commit the crime. These justifications may not be available in the case of unintentional crimes in which the element of error replaces the criminal intent in intentional crimes and therefore does not involve exploitation of the circumstances of the young age of the child victim.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Amend some articles of Section Two of Chapter Three on Social Welfare of the Child Law to ensure that children without parentage and children found enjoy all their rights, especially the rights to health and education.
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