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	Gender Equality Department



Response to questions from CEDAW Committee following the review of Czechia on 11 February 2026
Answers promised during the dialogue:
1. Question from Mr E. Safarov regarding Articles 7–9 – human trafficking:

Could you provide specific data on the state statelessness persons in Czechia in the selected years?

Requested statistical data on statelessness (numbers of applications and statuses granted, figures on refugees and family reunification etc.) can be found in Annex 1.

1. Question from Ms J. Pia-Comella regarding Article 10 – education:

	Could you tell us how the Action Plan to Support the Participation of Roma and Socially 	Disadvantaged Children in Preschool Education is being evaluated, and what the results 	have been so far?

In Czechia, the Action Plan to support the participation of Roma and socially disadvantaged children in preschool education[footnoteRef:1] was approved and entered into force in 2025. The Action Plan is currently at the initial implementation stage, during which an implementation matrix has been developed and the main bodies responsible for each measure have been designated. At present, meetings at the ministerial level (Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Ministry of Health, and Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports), as well as meetings of the entire coordination group that was involved in preparing the Action Plan, are being scheduled. These meetings are expected to take place three times per year. Implementation will proceed in accordance with the implementation table, in which each measure also has its own indicator for achievement according to the timetable. This will serve to evaluate progress together with the coordination group. [1:  Link to the Action Plan (in Czech only). 
] 


1. Question from Ms A. Peláez Narváez J. Pia-Comella regarding Article 10 – health:

Assisted reproduction is currently available only to heterosexual couples. Are you planning to ensure equal access for single women and same‑sex couples by removing the requirement for partner authorisation?

The Ministry of Health is aware of the ongoing public debate concerning equal access for single women and same-sex couples. Within the drafted Government's LGBTI+ Strategy (2021-2026), which has not yet been approved, the intention to assess possible legislative changes has been formulated. Any such changes would require further political and legislative discussion and would need to reflect the current government’s priorities.

1. Question from Ms A. Peláez Narváez J. Pia-Comella regarding Article 12 – health:
	
	The Committee raised concerns about the rights of intersex children. What measures has 	Czechia taken in response to these recommendations, particularly regarding the protection 	of intersex children?

Patients with disorders of sex development (DSD) are a broad group from a diagnostic and therapeutic point of view, with very different diagnoses, and affect a small number of children born each year. DSDs are not variations of normal development and always require specialist examination, monitoring, and treatment. These are rare diseases, and patient care is directed to specialized departments at university hospitals, which have many years of experience, apply new medical procedures, and provide comprehensive care (neonatologist, paediatrician, endocrinologist, gynaecologist, urologist, clinical geneticist, clinical psychologist). Not all DSD subgroups lead to genital development disorders, not all DSDs involve atypical genitals, and atypical genital development is not always associated with DSD. According to the Health Services Act, healthcare can only be provided with the patient's consent and at an appropriate professional level, i.e., in accordance with scientific principles and recognized medical practices. 

The Committee raised concerns about the prevention of obstetric violence:

The Gender Equality Strategy includes further measures on sexual and reproductive health and rights, including the prevention of obstetric violence, which relates to questions under Article 12. The draft Strategy for the Development of Respectful Care for Mothers and Children[footnoteRef:2] (working English translation available)[footnoteRef:3] further elaborated concrete measures on prevention, accountability and compensation in cases of obstetric violence; however, the explicit inclusion of obstetric violence was one of the reasons why the strategy was not adopted, as the term is still not accepted[footnoteRef:4] by a significant part of the medical community. [2:  https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/rovne-prilezitosti-zen-a-muzu/Aktuality/Upraveny-navrh-Strategie-rozvoje-respektujici-pece-o-matku-a-dite_verze-1-7.pdf (in Czech)]  [3: https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/rovne-prilezitosti-zen-a-muzu/Aktuality/DRAFT-Strategy-for-the-Development-of-Respectful-Care-for-Mothers-and-Children-During-Pregnancy--Childbirth-and-the-Postpartum-Period-_version-1-6__1.pdf (in English - working version)]  [4: https://www.vlada.cz/assets/ppov/rovne-prilezitosti-zen-a-muzu/Aktuality/VYPORADANI-PRIPOMINEK-VEDECKE-RADY-k-navrhu-Strategie-rozvoje-respektujici-pece-o-matku-a-dite.pdf (in Czech)] 


Answers requested at the end of the dialogue:

1. Question from Ms A. Peláez Narváez J. Pia-Comella regarding Article 12 – health:

Regarding forced sterilisation: Do you plan to introduce safeguards for women with disabilities who have been sterilised based on the consent or approval of their legal guardian?

Sterilisation of persons with limited legal capacity may be performed only for medical reasons, specifically when pregnancy or childbirth would pose a serious risk to the person’s health or life, or when it is necessary for the healthy development of the foetus or the future child. In addition to the standard informed consent procedure involving a legal representative, the law requires the written consent of the guardian, a positive opinion from an expert commission, and approval by an independent court. These requirements ensure a high level of protection for women with disabilities, and the procedure is used only in highly exceptional cases, as indicated by the attached statistics in Annex 2. The current legal framework therefore provides sufficient safeguards, and no further protective measures are planned. Any misconduct by a healthcare provider can be addressed through out of court compensation procedures or through legal action. No additional measures are planned for historical sterilisations carried out before 1 April 2012, as Act No. 297/2021 Coll. also enables women who were or are legally incapacitated (due to disability) and were sterilised unlawfully to claim compensation.

1. Question from Ms E. Eghobamien-Mshelia regarding Article 14:

How do you collect data on loan and mortgage applications submitted by women, and how is this information used to in policymaking?

There is no systematic data collection on women’s access to loans or mortgages. Equal access for women and men to all financial services is guaranteed by the Anti‑Discrimination Act. No complaints have been submitted to the courts or to the Ombudsperson regarding gender‑based discrimination in access to loans or mortgages. A 2023 study[footnoteRef:5] indicates that women may face various challenges related to entrepreneurship, mainly connected to work-life balance. These barriers are addressed by the Gender Equality Strategy, which includes, inter alia, the following measures: a) Supporting projects aimed at developing women’s entrepreneurial activities and highlighting the risks associated with doing business, b) Introducing a caregiving allowance for self‑employed persons and setting its parameters so that, as with employees, it covers the necessary period of care for a minor child during illness. [5:  https://www.propodnikave.cz/vyzkum/barometr-mse-2023 (in Czech)] 


1. Question from Ms Y. González Ferrer regarding Article 15:

The possibility for same‑sex couples to adopt (první část). A question regarding the consideration of domestic violence in child custody proceedings, in line with General Recommendation No. 37 (respectively 35/36) and the recommendations of the Child Rights Committee (druhá část).

Same-sex couples cannot adopt a child jointly as a couple. One partner may adopt a child as an individual, and afterwards the second may adopt that partner’s child. As was already mentioned during the meeting, the presence of domestic violence is always considered by the court in child custody proceedings when assessing the best interests of the child. There is established case law from the Constitutional Court regarding the best interests of the child that is binding on all lower courts. The case law is consistent with the UN CRC General Comment No. 14 and stresses that the presence of domestic violence shall disqualify the perpetrating parent from custody of the child.

1. Question from Ms R. de Silva de Alwis:

UN Convention against Cybercrime – a call for ratification and praise for the fact that Czechia has signed the Convention in Hanoi.

Taking note. 

1. Question from Ms G. Tisheva regarding Article 12 – health:

Given the end of the Global action plan on the public health response to dementia 2017–2025, what steps does the Czech Government plan to take in addressing Alzheimer’s disease and ensuring effective treatment, with particular emphasis on the situation of women?

Czechia has set goals and measures in the National Action Plan for Alzheimer's Disease and Related Disorders 2020–2030.[footnoteRef:6] The Plan aims to create a coordinated, accessible, and high-quality system of care for people with Alzheimer's disease and other types of dementia across health and social services. It focuses on supporting early diagnosis, improving continuity of care, and strengthening the role of primary care and specialized services. It emphasises the training of professionals, support for family caregivers, and the development of community services that will enable people with dementia to remain in their home environment for as long as possible. The plan includes measures to raise public awareness of dementia, prevent stigmatization, and strengthen the rights of people living with the disease. The goal is to create a long-term sustainable system that responds to demographic changes and ensures a dignified life for people with dementia and their caregivers. [6:  https://mzd.gov.cz/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/NAPAD-2020-2030_FINAL_final-cs-en-R-C.pdf (in English).] 
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