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Introduction : 

After toppling President. Mubarak in February 2011, expectations were very high that all diverse groups in Egypt would be more vocal and represented and those who has been deprived from development and representation would have a wider access to modernity. 
A new constitution has been drafted and elimination of racial discrimination and adopting new inclusive and coherent policies to integrate diverse groups was involved but it was not interpreted into reality through laws or policies.

Bedouins are facing critical challenges in Egypt and stereotypes. Nubian are facing similar challenges especially with social discrimination, spreading stereotypes about them . Christians  status is relevantly better and their inclusion in State and representation and share in development is way better but still sectarian incidents and settlement of disputes are not based on role of law and insignificant incidents has happened.
Legal framework: 
Egypt acceded to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination by Presidential Decree No. 369 of 1967 and took effect from 4 January 1969 as one of the country’s laws, in accordance with the provisions of successive Egyptian constitutions, including the Constitution of 2014.   
Through that latest 4 years in Egypt, the legal framework that regulates and articulate human rights and anti-discrimination policies has been dramatically changes for several time. New constitutions has been drafted, more than 7 elections; Parliamentary and presidential has been made.
· Constitution :

In 2014 a new constitution has been drafted by a committee of fifty . this committee formed after toppling president. Mohammed Morsi  in 2013, this committee role to redraft  2012 constitution in order to make it more inclusive and  represented to the different groups in Egypt. In forming this committee there were a representation to many groups including Bedouins, Nubians and Christians. 
The committee presented a new draft of the constitution that is more inclusive and gave wider spaces to marginalized groups and this has been 
interpreted in the following articles:  
1- Article 9 : The State shall ensure equal opportunities to all citizens without discrimination”
2- Article (49) : The State shall protect and preserve monuments and give due care to monumental sites. It shall also maintain and restore them; recover stolen antiquities; and organize and supervise excavation operations. Presenting monuments as gifts or exchanging them is prohibited. Aggression against or trafficking in monuments is a crime that is not subject to prescription.
3- Article (50) Egypt's civilization and cultural heritage, whether physical or moral, including all diversities and principal milestones – namely Ancient Egyptian, Coptic, and Islamic – is a national and human wealth. The State shall preserve and maintain this heritage as well as the contemporary cultural wealth, whether architectural, literary or artistic, with all diversities. Aggression against any of the foregoing is a crime punished by Law. The State shall pay special attention to protecting components of cultural pluralism in Egypt.
4- Article 53:  All citizens are equal before the Law. They are equal in rights, freedoms and general duties, without discrimination based on religion, belief, sex, origin, race, color, language, disability, social class, political or geographic affiliation or any other reason. Discrimination and incitement of hatred is a crime punished by Law. The State shall take necessary measures for eliminating all forms of discrimination, and the Law shall regulate creating an independent commission for this purpose.

5- Article 63 :All forms and types of arbitrary forced displacement of citizens shall be prohibited and shall be a crime that does not lapse by prescription
6- Article 93 provides that the State is bound by the international human rights agreements, treaties and instruments ratified by Egypt, which acquire the force of law after publication, in accordance with the prescribed conditions;
5- 
Article (236) The State shall guarantee setting and implementing a plan for the comprehensive economic and urban development of border and underprivileged areas, including Upper Egypt, Sinai, Matrouh, and Nubia. This shall be made with the participation of the residents of these areas in the development projects, and they shall be given a priority in benefiting therefrom, taking into account the cultural and environmental patterns of the local community, within ten years from the date that this Constitution comes into effect, as regulated by Law
Though all of these articles that is clearly state and regulate respect of human rights and inclusion of various groups but this has not been interpreted into national legislations yet. 

On the contrary Emergency case has been announced in Sinai peninsula which leave it out of development and inclusion plan in addition it give state unlimited authorities on the peninsula to take whatever exceptional precautions and we elaborate more on this later. 

Status Quo 
Bedouin : 

Bedouins in Egypt mostly reside in the Sinai peninsula and in the suburbs of Cairo and Marsa Matrouh.  The past few decades have been difficult for traditional Bedouin culture due to changing surroundings and the establishment of new resort towns on the Red Sea coast, such as Sharm el-Sheikh. Bedouins in Egypt are facing a number of challenges: erosion of traditional values, unemployment, various land issues, jihadist groups and war on terrorism 

Bedouin are suffering from many challenges some of them lack of development, land rights, societal and security problems.
1- Land rights : Bedouin have no land rights, only users’ privileges. Since the mid-1980s, the Bedouins who held desirable coastal property have lost control of much of their land as it was sold by the Egyptian government to hotel operators. The Egyptian government did not see the land as belonging to Bedouin tribes, but rather as a state property. And there were many voices after 2011 revolution calling for giving them property rights for their lands but still state consider this as national security issue and these voice are not vocal though the new constitution is emphasizing one empowering Bedouin and marginalized groups. 

2- Security status : since June 2013 , emergency status is declared in Sinai  under the umbrella of war on terrorism according to this status; telecommunications are not working well in the peninsula only landlines working. Media coverage for the peninsula are not allowed unless permitted by state authorities. Since 2011 till now many explosions have happened in the peninsula; gas pipelines has been exploded for more than 13 times. Security checkpoints and armed forces has been attacked several times and bombed and more than hundred died . on the other hand state is bombing house and tunnels that proclaimed to have Jihadists in but with no evidence proved.  State is imposing a classified level on dealing with the peninsula all time. There’s a lack on information and on the other side jihadist groups in Sinai are very vocal and they spread the news and videos about their domination on the peninsula. 
Bedouin in Marsa Matrouh is facing close security tension especially with the escalation of the situation in Libya and tribes has been accused for being involved in weapons trade for long time also state security and armed forces is facing challenges keeping security and harmony of the borders with libya.   
3- Displacement : since the beginning of the revolution the situation in Sinai is getting tense especially with our border with Gaza and Egyptian authorities has demolished all secret tunnels between Sinai and Gaza and as latest escalation for the situation state took a decision to displace all families and inhabitant who are living near by the border line between Gaza and Sinai without permission from those inhabitants and with no consideration for their interest and will to stay at their homes.

4- Right to develop: Though the new constitution has stated clearly the development of Sinai and marginalized groups but unfortunately there’s not true interpretation to this on the opposite Sinai is suffering from since 2011 from clear lack of security that push even private investments away form it and this leaves the peninsula underdeveloped with no access to many basic rights. Since Egypt declared emergency status in Sinai it’s considered a war zone especially with the updates between our military forces their and jihadist groups . situation is getting foggy and tense till the extent that jihadist groups in Sinai issued several media statements and videos proclaiming that they are dominating Sinai and made a military parade for their weapons and tools in the peninsula.
Same as this for the Bedouin in Marsa matrouh, they are also under developed. 

5- Stereotypes: Bedouin in Egypt has been facing a lot of stereotype as being either terrorists or drug smugglers or weapons smugglers and state is not trying to adopt any kind of policy to eliminate or change these stereo types on the contrary state is feeding these stereotypes directly and indirectly .
Nubians : Nubians are a non-Arab Muslim population who lived in the geographical region known as Nubia in southern Egypt and northern Sudan. One hundred and twenty thousand Nubians were relocated beginning in 1964 because their villages were inundated by the Aswan High Dam Lake. It’s an ethnic minority in Egypt that has its own culture and language and traditions Demography. The Nubian community, both in Sudan and Egypt, barely reproduced itself prior to resettlement.. An imbalance existed in the sex ratio, especially in the middle-range age. Such an imbalance further led to natural decrease in the population. Among the Egyptian Nubians this population pattern was maintained after relocation
1- Displacment: Nubians in Egypt  were forcibly displaced four times in the twentieth century: in 1902, 1912, 1932 and 1964. they lost historical Nubba under the so-called Lake Nasser after the building of the High Dam. Since then Nubian population is reallocated around the state with no  respect or consideration for the cultural differences . those people who has been displaced 50 years ago have demands to return to their lands and in the latest constitutional reforms there were a representative for them in the committee of fifty that drafted it has granted to them the right to develop but so far no further implementation .
2- Societal discrimination: though there is no systematic discrimination against Nubians in Egypt but there are a lot of societal attitudes and stereotypes that is promoted by media . state doesn’t apply a policy to limit or eliminate theses stereotypes and societal discrimination that undermine Nubian for having darker skin than the rest of the country and make fun of their language and habits with no respect to their culture and privacy. 
3- Disputes :  Nubians has their own traditional tribal rule to settle disputes which is mostly out law enforcement. Lately there were a clash between two tribes in Aswan one of them is Nubian and this clashes ended up with 26 victim died and tens of injuries but security forces were not able to settle this down with the tribes leaders intervention and it didn’t lead to clear allocation of charges. It was settled in a tribal way out of law umbrella. 
Copts:  Copts in Egypt constitute the largest Christian community in the Middle East, as well as the largest ethno-religious minority in the region, accounting for an estimated 10% of the Egyptian population The Coptic community has been targeted by hate crimes resulting Copts being victims of murder by Islamic extremists. The most significant was the 2000–01 El Kosheh attacks, in which Muslims and Christians were involved in bloody inter-religious clashes following a dispute between a Muslim and a Christian and very recently In August 2013, following the 3 July 2013 Coup and clashes between the military and Morsi supporters, there were widespread attacks on Coptic churches and institutions in Egypt by Sunni Muslims. According to at least one Egyptian scholar (Samuel Tadros), the attacks are the worst violence against the Coptic Church since the 14th century. 

USA Today reported that "forty churches have been looted and torched, while 23 others have been attacked and heavily damaged". The Facebook  page of the Muslim Brotherhood's Freedom and Justice Party was "rife with false accusations meant to foment hatred against Copts", according to journalist Kirsten Powers.

1- Law enforcement : though the constitution has stated clearly on equality and citizenship values and empowering minorities in Egypt but the interpretation still doesn’t reflect this and most sectarian incidents that Copts are suffering from still settled outside law umbrella under compromises with no law enforcement or judiciary system justice. Most of these incident would be compromised between state and church whatever the consequences . 
2- Displacement : in 2011 after the revolution we witnessed cases of migrating Copts families from their village due to a conflict between Muslim and Copts in this village and religious leaders from both sides went their to calm down the situation but without clear judgment and enforcement of law. Theses displacement cases happened also during the attack on copts properties in August 2013
3-   Sectarian incidents : Though Christians are the biggest minority in Egypt and their life standard are more appealing than the rest but most of the sectarian incidents , they are targeted in it since 2010 the ended with an explosion in one of the church reaching to the latest attacks on Copts properties and churches in 2013 in which we witnessed for the first time massive attack on churches and Copts properties was marked with signs be Islamist groups. Muslim brotherhood leaders were accusing copts of supporting military to topples Muhamed Morsi and they were using hate speech against copts in several speeches and on their tv channels.
4- The right to hold public offices : though Christians are not legally deprived from this and the constitution stated their right to be equally treated and they have a quota inside the parliament but implementation reveals that there’s a gap between their representation and their population in the different public office that you rarely find a Copt holding it. 
Recommendations

1- putting constitution articles that is related to equality and praising diversity into implementation and developing policies that reflect it. 

2- Reduce the gap between representation and population for ethnic and religious minorities .

3- Adopting a more transparent policy regarding Bedouin status in Sinai and taking their right to have access to communication and development into consideration.
· give them the right to own lands in Sinai in order to enhance 

their patriot feeling and emphasize the fact that they are equally treated.

4- create an entity that would work on praising cultural diversity in Egypt and work on keeping heritage. 
5- Finalizing Nubian return right issue and give them better access to development while respecting their cultural and linguistic difference. 
6- Enforce law in settlement of all disputes in the state to guarantee that citizens are equally treated under the umbrella of law and citizenship. 
7- Develop a better media policies that promote for diversity and eliminate racial discrimination and stereotypes about different groups in Egypt.  

