Opening: 24th session of the CRPD Committee | 8 March 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Statement by Ana Lucia Arellano, Chair of International Disability Alliance
Distinguished members of the CRPD Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen:
I am pleased to deliver this statement as Chair of the International Disability Alliance, an alliance of eight global and six regional networks of organizations of persons with disabilities that represents 1,100 organizations of persons with disabilities and their families in more than 180 countries. 
Let me start by congratulating the new members of the Committee Ms. ALDANA SALGUERO, Ms. AMRANI, Ms. DONDOVDORJ, Ms. FERNÁNDEZ DE TORRIJOS, Ms. FITOUSSI, Mr. MORRIS and Ms. THONGKUAY, as well as Mr. KABUE and Mr. MARTIN for their reelection. Today we commemorate the International Women´s day and it is great to celebrate the increased number of women within the Committee, which will for sure carry on its work in addressing the situation of women and girls with disabilities worldwide. Congratulations as well to the just elected members of the CRPD Committee bureau. 
IDA applauds the efforts of the CRPD Committee for carrying out this 24th session remotely, despite the continuing challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. We are aware of and remained concerned about the obstacles and difficulties you face, both internal and external to the United Nations. 
IDA welcomes the process towards a General Comment on Article 27 of the CRPD, which will provide detailed guidance on the right to work and employment of persons with disabilities and will duly addressed the situation of those in self-employment and in the informal economy, being inclusive of the perspective of developing countries. IDA also celebrates CRPD Committee’s to develop Guidelines on Article 19 and deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities. We are glad to support the realisation of regional consultations and we look forward to contributing further. 
IDA is thankful of the CRPD Committee´s collaboration with other Treaty Bodies. On our side, during these last 3 months, IDA has supported organizations of persons with disabilities in many review processes by other Treaty Bodies to shed light on the situation of persons with disabilities and on CRPD standards. We will do will our best regarding the process by the CRC Committee and its Day of General Discussion on Children´s rights and alternative care.   
IDA welcomes the press release by this Committee and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities reacting to a decision by the European Court of Human Rights. This Court did not meet CRPD standards, once again. Spaces for institutional dialogue for the Committee to engage with the European Court should be sought. At the European level as well, IDA remains concerned at the draft additional protocol to the Oviedo Convention, which will be addressed by other speakers.   
The next Global Disability Summit will be hosted in February 2022 by Norway and co-hosted by IDA. IDA will be running consultations with organizations of persons with disabilities, for them to report on the level of implementation on the commitments made in the first Global Disability held in 2018. We would be glad to coordinate with the Committee members focal points points for the Global Disability Summit. 
Committee members, 
The Covid19 pandemic and its effects are far from ending and IDA´s work on Covid19 response carries on. As vaccination starts in some countries, IDA has launched the call “Reach the furthest behind first: Persons with disabilities must be prioritized in accessing COVID-19 vaccinations” to call governments, United Nations and its agencies, and the private sector, to ensure priority access to vaccinations to persons with disabilities and support persons of their choice. We encourage the Committee to do likewise and call States to ensure this prioritization.  
IDA continues with its workshops and consultations throughout the world. By the end of March, the African Disability Forum, the Bridging the Gap project and IDA will hold, in collaboration with UNICEF and ILO, and supported by UNPRPD, a regional workshop on social protection that will result in a Call for Action on “Equal access to social protection programmes.” It would be great to explore ways of engagement by the CRPD Committee in this area, especially relevant in the current context.
Finally, we express once more our commitment to support the work of the CRPD Committee. While we remain vigilant of the obstacles faced by Treaty Bodies to work online, this session provides with the opportunity to assess the current set up and to renew and strengthen efforts to raise the voice of persons with disabilities aiming at increasing the resources and support the Committee requires to fulfill its mandate and undertake more State reviews.
I wish you a very productive 24th session. 
Thank you. 


