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The Report of the International Foundation Witnesses Ashoora
on violence caused by xenophobia and Islamophobia
and violation of the articles of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
for the 139th meeting of the Political and Civil Rights Committee


Overview
This report is prepared by the International Foundation Witnesses Ashoora to be presented to the 139th meeting of the Political and Civil Rights Committee. In this report, while pointing out the cases and examples of the spread of xenophobia and hatred in the US; issues such as human trafficking, hate crimes, immigrants and xenophobia, and Islamophobia are addressed, too. the International Foundation Witnesses Ashoora, a non-governmental organization engaged in the religious field, expresses its deep concern at the violation of political and civil rights in the US.
While emphasizing that the Political and Civil Rights Committee recognizes the necessity of respecting the rights or dignity of others in maintaining national security, public order, public health, or morals and also prohibits any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility or violence, this report presents some examples of political and civil rights violations as follow:

Hate speech and incitement to hatred or violence
In the US, many news networks systematically contribute to the spread of hatred and xenophobia by violating one of the fundamental human rights called freedom of expression. However, the destructive effects of the continuous and deliberate distortions of facts and incitement to violence and hatred by the media and even the political leaders of the US are not hidden from anyone. According to the report of the Human Rights Council, minorities are also more likely to be used as scapegoats for conspiracists and xenophobes – providing straightforward answers to complex issues. Unfortunately, in recent years hate speech on social media has grown exponentially, poisoning minds and damaging the social cohesion of the country.
Furthermore, the violence and discrimination that lead to xenophobia are now very evident in American society. In the Human Rights Council rapporteur's report, there was a significant connection between discrimination, hate speech, violence, and xenophobia.
The report states:
“There is also a particular historical and social context that warrants a specific focus on African Americans, particularly in the wake of the tragic deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery and so many others. Submissions and testimonies to the Special Rapporteur have made it abundantly clear that African Americans are among the most marginalized minorities in the country in socioeconomic terms, are by far the most likely to be denied the right to vote in federal and State elections, to be incarcerated, to be the targets of hate speech on social media and to be disproportionally discriminated against.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  A_HRC_49_46_Add.1-AR.pdf] 


Human trafficking and hate speech
The United States Department of Justice in its definition of political civil rights points out that:
The Civil Rights Division enforces federal laws that protect you from discrimination based on your race, color, national origin, disability status, sex, religion, familial status, or loss of other constitutional rights."[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://civilrights.justice.gov/] 

Furthermore, the department states that Civil rights laws can protect you from unlawful discrimination, harassment, or abuse in various settings like housing, the workplace, school, voting, business, healthcare, public spaces, and more. If you have been mistreated by law enforcement (including while incarcerated), believe you have been a victim of a hate crime or a victim of human trafficking, we can help get you to the right place.
As this definition suggests, human trafficking can be classified as a victim of hate crime, which is considered one of the most serious violations of civil and political rights.
In addition, based on the United States' obligations to other countries under the Convention and the fundamentals of sustainable development, assistance to these individuals is deemed necessary.
Two core principles of the 2030 Agenda are to ensure human rights for all and to ensure that the plan of action reaches everyone (“leave no one behind”). This means that the international community has agreed to make a concerted effort to identify and lift those who are most vulnerable. This corresponds closely with UNHCR’s mandate to protect refugees and the displaced, who are among the most vulnerable people around the globe. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.unhcr.org/sustainable-development-goals] 

Meanwhile, the United States has been ineffective in exercising political and civil rights in violation of the cases briefly mentioned in this report, which focuses on xenophobia.
Immigrants and xenophobia
The US immigration system fails to protect basic human rights to fair deportation proceedings, humane conditions of detention, the right to be free from torture, and family unity. The government denied immigrants the right to a fair hearing and judicial review through summary removal processes in contradiction with its support of UPR WG recommendation 92.185.
Contrary to the recommendations made in the UPR 2021, the United States continues to delay the protection of unaccompanied children and, in some cases, continues to separate these children from their families. This country still restricts the asylum seekers’ access to services in some cases[footnoteRef:4]. These cases show the intertwined roots of xenophobia in this country. [4:  https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G15/025/57/PDF/G1502557.pdf?OpenElement] 

The United States continues to see an increase in arrests of unaccompanied migrant children, mainly from Central America, along the southern border. Several laws and court cases guide how U.S. authorities deal with migrant children while their asylum and immigration cases are currently under review.
U.S. detention of migrant children has long sparked controversy. [footnoteRef:5] Border encounters of unaccompanied minors plunged in early 2020 amid the COVID-19 pandemic but have since risen steadily. Immigration authorities encountered more than 152,000 unaccompanied minors at or near the U.S.-Mexico border in fiscal year 2022 (FY2022), an all-time high. About 72 percent of all unaccompanied children in federal care were fifteen years of age or older, though authorities have also detained infants and toddlers. [5:  https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/us-detention-child-migrants] 

The Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP) and Title 42 of the US Code continued to drastically limit access to asylum at the US-Mexico border. The Biden administration attempted to terminate both programs, but federal courts ordered them to continue throughout 2022. These programs resulted in irreparable harm to tens of thousands of asylum seekers by expelling them to danger in Mexico or to their countries of origin. Under Title 42, there was no access to asylum or screenings for risk. Under the MPP, asylum seekers were forced to navigate the asylum system while remaining in Mexico.
US authorities subjected Haitian asylum seekers to arbitrary detention and discriminatory and humiliating ill-treatment that amounted to race- and migration-related torture, rooted in systemic anti-Black discrimination.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.ecoi.net/en/document/2089664.html] 

The US administration designated Temporary Protected Status for Cameroonian, Ethiopian, South Sudanese, Sudanese, and Ukrainian nationals, protecting removal from the USA. The US administration implemented a pilot private sponsorship program, enabling communities to directly resettle refugees through the US Refugee Admissions Program.
Congress failed to pass the Afghan Adjustment Act, leaving Afghan evacuees in a precarious situation, as they were admitted under only a temporary status conferred by humanitarian parole.
Authorities continued a system of arbitrary, mass immigration detention, with funding to detain 34,000 people daily in 2022. The multi-billion-dollar industry of using private prisons to detain people seeking safety continued, while the use of surveillance-based alternatives to detention, such as electronic monitoring, was utilized on nearly 285,000 families and individuals.

Islamophobia
Islamophobia is as much of a concern in the United States as it is in the rest of the Western world. Indeed, the governing system of the US does not see Islamophobia as a fundamental problem and by denying it, it not only fails to address it but encourages it. A review of statistics from official sources confirms the issue.
The FBI’s 2021 Hate Crime Statistics Supplemental Report released in December 2022 showed that hate crime incidents increased 11.6% — from 8,210 in 2020 to 9,065 in 2021.
According to FBI statistics, hate crimes against Muslims in the United States skyrocketed immediately after September 11, 2001, and are still on an upward trend.
Muslims continue to be the target of hate, bullying, and discrimination as a result of the stereotypes that Islamophobes and the media perpetuated in the years following the 9/11 attacks,” said Hussam Ayloush, executive director of the Los Angeles chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/11/decades-after-9-11-muslims-battle-islamophobia-in] 

The FBI’s 2021 Hate Crime Statistics Supplemental Report released in December 2022 showed that hate crime incidents increased 11.6% — from 8,210 in 2020 to 9,065 in 2021.[footnoteRef:8] A report by a Muslim group in the US has revealed that the overwhelming majority of entries on an FBI watchlist, or more than 98%, are Muslim names. The report, titled "Twenty Years Too Many, A Call to Stop the FBI’s Secret Watchlist," details the FBI’s use of the Terrorism Screening Database, which it said is targeting Muslims. It was released by the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) on Monday. After being provided with a 2019 version of the FBI's list by a Swiss hacker who discovered it online following its accidental posting by a regional air carrier, CAIR conducted a comprehensive analysis of over 1.5 million entries. "More than 350,000 entries alone include some transliteration of Mohamed or Ali or Mahmoud and the top 50 most frequently occurring names are all Muslim names," said the report. "Of the watchlist entries we’ve reviewed, we estimate that more than 1.47 million of those entries regard Muslims—over 98 percent of the total," it added. The report noted that for 20 years, the FBI’s secret list has brought hardship and fear to the Muslim community.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  https://www.justice.gov/crs/highlights/2021-hate-crime-statistics]  [9:  https://bridge.georgetown.edu/today_islamophobia/today-in-islamophobia-june-14-2023/] 

There are other examples of violence and discrimination against Muslims as a result of discriminatory policies, hate speech by government officials and the media, xenophobia, and Islam.
According to 2021 report of the special rapporteur on the freedom of religion and belief on anti-Muslim hatred, the US disproportionately applies its “Controlled Application Review and Resolution Program” (“CARRP”), a largely secretive extreme vetting process for immigrants perceived to be a threat to national security, to immigrants from Arab, Middle Eastern and South-Asian countries or with such ethnicities with the result that significant number of applications from Muslim persons are indefinitely postponed or denied without proper notice, justification or the possibility to appeal. The report also states that Muslim students are almost twice as likely to face religious-based bullying as children of other religious identities in the US.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  https://undocs.org/A/HRC/47/25.] 

These cases are clear violations of human rights and specific violations of political and civil rights contained in the relevant covenant. Clause 2 of Article 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights explicitly prohibits blasphemy and any advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility, or violence. In Clause 3 of Article 19, it is stated that everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing, or print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice. 
Recommendations: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the above-mentioned information, the International Foundation Witnesses Ashoora, as one of the United Nations’ most important registry and decision-making bodies on issues related to xenophobia and hatred, makes the following recommendations:
1. While expressing our concern about the urgent need to address xenophobia, Islamophobia, and the violence that stems from it and leads to a recurring cycle of violence, we call on the US government to take effective measures to review federal policies at the national and local levels to prevent xenophobia, Islamophobia, and zero tolerance approach to Muslims.
2. Special action is required regarding the US government's compliance with its human rights obligations in the form of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, with particular emphasis on Islamophobia.
3. Requesting this committee to document and report Islamophobia violence in the US and to verify that the response of American officials complies with human rights standards, especially political rights and civilians.
4. Requesting NGOs, national organizations, and academia to research the methods of fighting Islamophobia and present them to US governmental organizations and institutions. 
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