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Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)
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Maloca Internationale and the Zagros Center are two NGOs active in the field of minority law, with annual conferences on the Middle East, and side events held both at the regular sessions of the Human Rights Council and at the sessions of the Minorities Forum. We also have regularly written statements on the issue, available for research by UN departments.

After years of thinking, talking and writing about discrimination against minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran, we have come to the conclusion that the best way to lobby the issue is to put the discussion in terms of constitutional law. Both Articles 15 and 19 of the 1979 Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran contain provisions that have yet to be developed into law.  If the State of Iran endows itself with laws that serve to implement Articles 15 and 19 of the Constitution, minorities in the Persian country will see their situation improved. It is why we present the following recommendations.




We recommend planning and financing bilingual education programs in all provinces of the country, in accordance with Article 15 of the 1979 Constitution: “(…) use of regional and ethnic languages in the press, the mass media, and the teaching of their literature at schools, alongside the Persian language, is freely permitted”.

Article 19 of the constitution reads: “The people of Iran enjoy equal rights, regardless of the tribe or ethnic group to which they belong”. We believe that the development of Article 15 through the law would lead to the promotion of a situation that would support in part the implementation of Article 19, since it would allow a greater fluidity of the judicial system. This system is essential to protect the rights of minorities, their constitutional rights. Therefore, we recommend that a program of legal interpreters be established for legal proceedings involving members of minorities, and that the State promote the use of databases with interpreters qualified to intervene in such proceedings.

Finally, our organizations stand in solidarity with Women, Life, Freedom movement to keep the memory of Jina Amini, a Kurdish woman who in September 2024 will be two years after being killed by the Persian police.
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