Comments of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on the Concluding Observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights — E/C.12/AZE/CO/4

The Republic of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan) is committed to its obligations under
international legal instruments in the field of promotion and protection of human rights,
including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

In general, Azerbaijan will review the Concluding Observations (E/C.12/AZE/C0/4) of
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) on the fourth
periodic report of Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan objects to Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the
Concluding Observations and considers them as politically motivated, biased and not
reflecting the reality on the ground.

In Paragraph 6, a reference was made to a non-existent territorial unit - “Nagorno-
Karabakh” which is questioning the belonging of this territory to Azerbaijan and is
contrary to the official territorial-administrative division (See the Annex — Report
submitted to the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names). At the
same time, Paragraph 6 fails to refer to military aggression by Armenia against
Azerbaijan and its occupation of close to 20 per cent of the territory of Azerbaijan for
almost the last 30 years, as well as did not refer to Armenia as a party to the former
conflict.

Azerbaijan considers such an intentional misinterpretation as a favour to Armenia by
the CESCR and departure from the language of the text the CESCR used in its
previous Concluding Observations of 22 December 1997 and 14 December 2004,
which were adopted in relation to initial and second periodic reports of Azerbaijan,
wherein the CESCR had referred to armed hostilities with Armenia as the “conflict with
Armenia” rather than as “military hostilities that took place in and around Nagorno-
Karabakh” (See Paragraph 12 (E/C.12/1/Add.20) and Paragraph 11
(E/C.12/1/Add.104) of the said Concluding Observations respectively).

It should be further reminded that the “military hostilities” mentioned in Paragraph 6,
took place in response to the repeated armed attacks and series of military
provocations by Armenia carried out in July and August of 2020, which constituted an
act of armed aggression by this country. In its turn, Azerbaijan had exercised its
inherent right of self-defence under international law, launched counter-offensive
operation and liberated its territories from the illegal occupation of Armenia during the
44 Days of Patriotic War that took place on 27 September — 10 November 2020, which
resulted in the further withdrawal of Armenian troops from the Aghdam, Kalbajar and
Lachin regions of Azerbaijan, in the later period. Thus, Azerbaijan put an end to the
Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

In view of the above-mentioned arguments presented in detail by the Azerbaijani side
during the consideration of the periodic report by the CESCR, Paragraph 6 as it was
reflected in the Concluding Observations, cannot be considered as a just and objective
basis for the formulation of the recommendations contained in Paragraph 7. The fact
that the CESCR in Paragraph 7 demonstrated a biased and accusatory approach
against Azerbaijan, made it clear that the information sources mostly used by the
CESCR were unreliable and non-credible, while the facts presented by the Azerbaijani
side were completely disregarded.



Although the Delegation of Azerbaijan, during the interactive dialogue, had provided
detailed information on the violations of economic, social and cultural rights of the
expelled Azerbaijani population by Armenia during its almost 30-year-long occupation
of the territories of Azerbaijan, it is regretful that the CESCR did not address this matter
in its Concluding Observations.

Based on the above-mentioned, Azerbaijan rejects Paragraph 6 and Paragraph 7 of
the Concluding Observations in their entirety and demands that the CESCR be guided
both by the principles of international law, in particular those relating to respect to the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and internationally recognized borders of the Member
States of the United Nations as well as objective and impartial working methods.
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Summary:

The report summarizes the work done by the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of
standardization of the geographical names since its last report presented to the Group of Experts. It
particularly outlines the major developments in the field of legislation. The report also highlights the
progress in finalization of national transliteration rules and tables, which is of utmost importance for
translation of national geographical names into the English and Russian languages. The report also
outlines the approach of Azerbaijan in terms of digitalization of geographical data in light of increased
use of geographic data and toponyms. In this regard, the report informs that geographic data, including
the names of 4589 settlements have been placed in the open web sources to facilitate their use by third
parties while preparing maps reflecting the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The document also highlights the challenge stemming from the use of inaccurate and falsified
geographic names, and in this regard, points out the necessity for all stakeholders, first and foremost the
UN and its agencies to refrain from using such falsified names in accordance with the relevant
recommendations reflected in resolutions of UN Conferences on Standardization of Geographical
Names.

Improvement of the legal framework for the standardization of geographical names

Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated September 30, 2002 “On the state language in the Republic of
Azerbaijan” was adopted. According to Article 10.2 of the Law, the assignment of geographical names
of Azerbaijan in foreign languages is determined in accordance with the pronunciation of the Azerbaijani
language and the rules of international spelling of geographical names.

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated December 18, 2007 "On the names of geographical
objects" was adopted. According to the law, the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the
Republic of Azerbaijan was designated as the competent national authority for registration of the names
of geographical objects, and tasked to ensure uniform and stable use of the names of geographical objects
located in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and to preserve them. The said Ministry was also
identified as the state body responsible for the creation of a state catalogue, preparation and publication
of maps and atlases of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

By Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated May 6, 2008 the
"Regulations for registration of names of geographical objects, requirements for dictionaries and
reference books of names of geographical objects, rules for creating and maintaining a state catalogue
of names of geographical objects" were approved.

The “Manual for the National Standardization of Geographical Names” was translated into Azerbaijani
in 2016, and trainings were conducted in the Republic of Azerbaijan to organize work on the
standardization of geographical names based on international experience and the application of the
standardization procedure.

Based on the requirements of these standards, “Geodesy and Cartography” LLC under the Ministry of
Ecology and Natural Resources prepared "Manual for creating a state catalogue of names of
geographical objects" and "Manual on the rules for registering and accounting for names of geographical
objects".

By resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated 16 December 2020 "Rules
for transliteration of the names of geographical objects of the Republic of Azerbaijan from the
Azerbaijani alphabet into the Russian alphabet" and the "Rules for transliteration of the names of
geographical objects of the Republic of Azerbaijan from the Azerbaijani alphabet into English" were
approved.
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Standardization of geographical names, the creation of a state catalogue and the sharing of
information

The collection of geographical names was carried out in accordance with the requirements of the
approved instructions. In this context, maps of scales 1: 50,000 and 1: 100,000, various literature,
research, information from central executive authorities, etc. were used. The database was created by
systematic analysis of information obtained from sources. This information was transferred to an
automated information system.

To date, 31,459 geographical names for 86 administrative districts and cities of the country have been
collected in the database and checked by editors. Geographical names to be included in the state
catalogue of geographical objects will be reflected in 3 languages - Azerbaijani, English and Russian.
The names of the settlements are being clarified by the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences after
transliteration from Azerbaijani into English and Russian. The completion of the state catalogue of
geographic objects of the Republic of Azerbaijan is expected in 2022.

At the same time, the names of 4589 settlements of the Republic of Azerbaijan were transliterated into
English and Russian and posted on an open information portal in all 3 languages. The portal also include
geographic names of 11 types, such as districts, towns, roads, railways, lakes, mountains etc. Portal
Link: https://www.opendata.az/en/services?catld=92. API interfaces were also developed enabling the
re-use of the data by outside map makers.

The list of names of 4589 settlements as standardized by the competent national authority of the
Republic of  Azerbaijan can be reached through the following link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QdHRUsaEGryG11Y2P4w205 I AUAGNDb6jb/view 2usp=sharing.

The list reflects the standardized names of the settlements as defined by the Second UN Conference on
Standardization of Geographical Names (Vol. II, 1972, p. 52). Thus, those names have the official
sanction of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources, which is the legally constituted entity
responsible for standardization of geographic names in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Inaccurate and falsified geographic names

The ungrounded territorial claims by Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan is accompanied by
massive falsification of standardized geographic names of Azerbaijan, in particular with regard to those
geographic objects located in the territories of Azerbaijan that were under military occupation of
Armenia. It was identified by the State Agency for Geodesy and Cartography that at least 125 such
geographic names have been falsified by Armenia (the list is attached herewith as Annex 1).

Such a deliberate falsification of geographic names standardized by the relevant state body of Azerbaijan
represent a gross violation of letter and spirit of UNGEGN resolutions and recommendations reflected
therein. It is particularly disturbing that some of these falsified names have also been used by UN
agencies and specialized bodies in contravention to recommendations developed by the UN Conference
on the Standardization of Geographical Names. Thus, it is of particular relevance here to recall
Resolution 16 adopted by the Third Conference held in 1977, which recommends, inter alia, that “any
changes made by other authorities in the names standardized by the competent national geographical
names authority should not be recognized by the United Nations .

Furthermore, Resolution 9 of the Sixth Conference of 1993 specifically discouraged unauthorized
changing of geographical names that have already been established by a legally constituted entity and
are nationally recognized.

In light of the above-mentioned, any name used with regard to the settlement located in the territory of
the Republic of Azerbaijan other than the one officially adopted by the competent state body should be
resolutely rejected.
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Conclusions and recommendations

The coordination and leadership role of the “Geodesy and Cartography” LLC under the Ministry of
Ecology and Natural Resources continues to be a very important in bringing the national practice in the
area of standardization of geographical names in the Republic of Azerbaijan. At the same time, in view
of technological developments, as well as increased use of maps and other geographical products in
information-communication technologies, such as mobile applications, the State Agency will continue
to liaise with other state institutions in order to ensure that geographic data related to the Republic of
Azerbaijan is up to date and fit to the latest technological requirements.

The list of geographical names in the Republic of Azerbaijan as an annex to this report is presented as
the only official reference point for the geographical names of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The Republic of Azerbaijan strongly calls on all stakeholders, such as map makers and other users of
geographic data, including those operating for the UN and its institutions to refrain from using falsified
names of the geographic objects located in the territory of Azerbaijan and standardized by the competent
national authority.

The Group of Experts is invited to take into account the report. It is also recommended for the Group
to consider the ways of strengthening implementation of recommendations adopted by previous UN
Conferences related to non-recognition of unathorized changes made to geographic names standartized
by competent authorities of UN Member-States.
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List of geographical names of the Republic of Azerbaijan identified as falsified

Annex 1

National report of the Republic of Azerbaijan
submitted to the Second Session of the UN Group of Experts on Geographic Names

under the agenda item 4 (a)

Standartized name of geographical objects

Falsified geographical names

Administrative territorial unit to
which it belongs

Azerbaijani R English
1 Agbiz Arbus Aghbiz Spitakaxbur Zangilan
2 Agbulagq Arbyuar Aghbulag Aknaxpur Khojali
. Agbulag ArGynar Aghbulag Sanasbur. Mo Khojavand
4 Agdam Araam Aghdam Ak Ay Aghdam
. Agdara Arzepe Aghdere Myndakert Tartar
- Agkand ATKSIHI Aghkend SpSiakagon Khojavand
’ Almali Anmanbt Almali Xindtzastan Khojali
i Almaliq Anmansir Almalig Avtsig Kalbajar
’ Arakil Apaxiois Arakul —— Khojavand
e Asag1 Agcakand Amarsl ArjpkaksaHI Ashaghi Aghjakend Nerkin fien. Jaumyanovik Goranboy
- Asagl Yemiscan Awarsl EMunzkan Ashaghi Yemishjan Haskin Semk Khojali
12 Azix A3bIX Azikh K Khojavand
14 Baglipaya Barnsimss Baghlipeye Wee Yot Nor Sios Kalbajar
14 Baharli Baxapist Baharli . s Khojali
- Baharli Baxapist Baharli e Zangilan




" Baldirganli Banabipratnsl Baldirghanli Xisaberd Lachin

o Ballica Banabimka Ballija i — Khojali

1% Bartaz Bapras Bartaz Badtudes Zangilan

1® Barxudarli Bapxyaapibl Barkhudarli Axsiurns Gazakh

20 Bina Buns Bina Tumi Khojavand

21 | Birinci Alibsyli Bupummin Amsieding | Birinji Alibeyli Peritwamk Zangilan

- Boyiik Taglar Bétok Tarnap Boyuk Taghlar . Khojavand

= Cagadiiz Yarazaro3 Chaghaduz Sarqsagen Khojavand

id Canaggt Yanarusl Chanagchi AvRIArSacts Khojali

d Cardagqli Yapaarnst Chardagli Musgavos, Charlkuicg Tartar

AB Caykand YaiiksaHa Chaykend Qetazen Goygol

> Cabrayil Jlxebpann Jabrayil ap— Jabrayil

" Comilli Jxammuiy Jamilli Tl aogifons Kalbajar

29 ; i . Ningi }
Comiyyat Jlxamnitiiat Jamiyyat Khojavand

30 Cilan Jokunss Jilan Saraland Khojavand

31 " Sobadzor .
Copadora Yonexnepe Chopadere Zangilan

32 = Krasni sads
Dagdagan Jarnarau Daghdaghan Khojali

33 Dagdosu Jarnémy Daghdoshu Tyak Khojavand

34
Dagliq Qarabag Haropusiii Kapabax Nagorno-Garabagh Artsax

35 " Sarusen i
Dagyurd Jarstopa Daghyurd Khojali

36 Dasalti Jlawantel Dashalti Karintak Shusha

- Dagbulaq Jambymar Dashbulag —— i

3 Dagkend Jlamksaua Dashkend Rcisgen Kheguii




39 | Dollokli Hemmun: Dallakli Dalk Zangilan
40 Damirgilor Jamupuunsp Damirchilar Jenfhatsner Khojali

4l Davadasi Jepenatupl Devedashi Faghasqion Kalbajar
“ Divanalilar JiBaHasbuiap Divanalilar Maghalsgen Fuzuli

o Dovsanli JloBIIaHIIB! Dovshanli Arigadvor Kalbajar
44 Diidiikeii Jlromokuy Dudukchu Koratag Khojavand
45 Edilli i Edilli Uxtadzor Khojavand
46 Edigo Siume. Edisha Vardasat Khojavand
w Olasgarli Aneckepiu Alasgarli i Tartar

- Oliagali Anvaransl Aliaghali Qvisgen Aghdam
49 Fatalipaya Daranunss Fatalipeye Aparen Lachin

- Fiizuli Duzynn Fuzuli W Fuzuli

31 | Goytala Téfivaza Goytala T, Shusha
- Giilyataq TtonbsiTar Gulyatag Vardadzor Tartar

i Hesan Tewan Heshan Agon Khojavand
. Hasanabad T"acanaban Hasanabad Poermsianr Shusha

55 Hasanriz T"acanpus Hasanriz Aterk Kalbajar
56 Heyvali KeliBassl Heyvali Dirmbon Kaltajar
i Istisu HcTtucy [stisu Conmtaair Kaltmnr
- Kavdadig Kasnaubir Kavdadig Sgrotm Gubadli
9 Kalbacar Kensbamxap Kalbajar — Kalbajar
60 | Korki Kapi Karki i Sadarak

&l Kigik Qarabay Kuunk ["apabeii Kichik Garabey Merannt Tartar




62

Gisi

Kis Kuw Kish Khojavand
63 Lagin Jlaubin Lachin Berdzor Lachin
o4 Malibayli Mausibeitsin Malibeyli Aqapnyak Shusha
w Malxalaf Maunxanad Malkhalaf Sk Lachin
- Madatkand MajaTksana Madatkend Msiatagen Kbmjali
67 | Mehdibayli Mexrubeiim Mehdibeyli Lussdizor Kt
a8 Miilkiidara Mrionkrogepe Mulkudere Civhend Khojavand
i Murovdag (dag) Myposaar Murovdagh il
i Musxtar Myxrap Mukhtar Mxiagen Kholt
o Naxgivanl HaxubIBaHJIbl Nakhchivanli Hanghomik: Nevepevan Ehafsli
7 Oxgucay (¢ay) Oxuyyait Okhshuchay —
B Papravand TTanpasena Papravand Har Eaniiyin Aghdam
4 Pircamal TTupkaman Pirjamal Vardadzor .
. Pirlor TTupnsip Pirlar Kompoet Khoil!
% Qacar Tagxap Gajar vl Fuzuli
o Qamuslt T"ambitTBI Gamishli Yesaque Kalbajar
i Qanlikand TaHJIBIKAHA Ganlikend i Kalbajar
" Qaradaglt Tapaparmsr Garadaghli Varanda,Nonagen Khojavand
- Qaragol T"aparénb Garagol - Zangilan
81 Qarakond Tapaksua Garakend ?erdasen Khojavand
82 | Qarakotiik T'apaxériok Garakotuk — Khojali
- Qaragoyunlu Taparorouny Garagoyunlu Tar, Venlabus Gubadli
" Qayabasi T"asbauubt Gayabashi Fower Khojali




- Qirmuzi1 Bazar T'bipMbI3bl Bazap Girmizi Bazar Wsras e Khojavand
5 Qiziloba I"b13bIT0GA Giziloba Karuitgyol Khojali
87 Arutqonagomer,Arutuno-

Qizilgaya I"pI3sUTTag Gizilgaya qomer Kalbajar
88 | Qogbayli Touteiin Gochbeyli Rygpas Khojavand
» Qozlu Tozny Gozlu N Kalbajar
w Qozlukorpii Tosnyképrio Gozlukorpu Qetavan Kalbajar
% | bl Ty6amm Gubadli Sengee Gubadli
" Samli IMamanst Shamli N Zangilan
s Saridag Capsigarin Saridash Yexeqnut,Sikakor, Berdasen Kalbajar
94 Salv e Shal Rev, Rev Salva Khojali
" Sardarkand CsiprapksaH Sardarkend Suiurasen Khajal
% | Seyidbayli Cengtetim Seyidbeyli Xagen, Seyidsen Khojali
sl Seyidler Cenpisip Seyidlar Nof Hursaget, Nor Krgsr Kalbajar
o8 Signaq ChbIrHax Sighnag S Khojali
i Sirxavand CheIpxaBeHz Sirkhavand Nar Quzangi Aghdam
1 Si1x Dursun IITe1x ypcyn Shikh Dursun eckaeagen Khojavand
- Sixarx [Tbrxapx Shikharkh S —— Tartar
i Susa Iywa Shusha Susi Shusha
105 Sugikand Ty ik aHa Shushikend Sos Khogall
it Tazabina Tezebnns Tezebina - -
105 Toganali ToraHaibl Toghanali Todan, Cirakidzor Goygol
106 Tug Tyr Tugh Tog Khojavand
i Turssu Typuicy Turshsu Lisaqor Lachin




108

Mets Sen

Ulu Qarabay Vay Tapabei Ulu Garabey Tartar
o Vang Bsar Vang Dadivink Kalbajar
— Vangli Benrnu Vangli Vank Kalbajar
11 | Xanabad XanaGaz Khanabad i i Khojali
112 Xankandi XaHKAHIH Khankendi ?tepanaken Xankandi
13 Xanlig Xaunsir Khanlig Isxanadzor Gubadli
114 Xanyeri . Khuigd Xantsk Khojali
115 Xanyurdu - Khanyurdu Xnadsax, Lernavan Khojali
g Xarxan Xapxan Kharkhan Sxtoragen Khojavand
i Xocalt Xomxkanbl Khojali Ivanyan. Algestan Khojali
Us Xocavand XoaxkaBeHa Khojavand Mt Khojavand
HE Yuxari Agcakand TOxapb! ArkaksHI Yukhari Aghjakend Veritt Sen Goranboy
- Yuxar1 Oskipara FOxape! Ockunapa Yukhari Askipara Voskepar Gazakh
121 Yuxart Mazra FOxapbl Mazpa Yukhari Mazra Flantage Jabrayil
- Zabux 3abyx Zabukh Ao Lachin
15 Zabuxcay (¢ay) 3abyxuaii Zabukhchay Axow
1A Zogalbulag 3oranbynar Zoghalbulag Pt Khojavand
- Zilfiigarh 3yndrorapie! Zulfugarli Zuar Kalbajar




