26 August 2025 

[Check against delivery] 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
78th Session, 8 September – 26 September 2025


[image: ]





Opening address by 
Antti Korkeakivi 
Chief
Human Rights Treaties Branch
Human Rights Council and Treaties Mechanisms Division
OHCHR 

Representative of the Secretary-General


Monday, 8 September 2025 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
Geneva, Palais Wilson, Ground Floor
10:00 a.m.


Distinguished Members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to declare open the 78th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. I am very pleased to welcome you all here today. In particular, I would like to welcome the new member of the Committee, Ms Peijie Chen, who I understand is participating in a session for the first time. We wish you the best as you assume your functions with the Committee. 
Despite the liquidity situation currently facing the United Nations, we are encouraged by the fact that the second sessions of all the treaty bodies this year have or are going to take place, thereby allowing the important work undertaken by Committees such as this one to proceed. 
I am cognisant that the shortening of the meeting time of the 78th session is not optimal and that this has regrettably led to the postponement of the review of one State Party. You may be assured that the Office and the United Nations more broadly has and will continue to do its utmost to ensure that your work can proceed to the maximum extent possible. 
Distinguished Members, ladies and gentlemen,
Developments since your last session include a new accession. Albania has become the 31st State Party to the Optional Protocol on 19 February, actually during your last session. 
As we welcome the progress toward universal ratification of the Covenant and the Optional Protocol, even if incremental, we are mindful of current events and modern challenges which are regrettably affecting the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, as well as all other human rights across the globe. 
As the Committee prepares for its final reading of the long-awaited draft general comment on economic, social and cultural rights and the environmental dimension of sustainable development, I would like to share the reflections of the High Commissioner on the matter, having been consistently urging States to commit to addressing the adverse impacts of climate change on human rights. In a poignant speech at the Human Rights Council Annual Panel on adverse impacts of climate change, he stressed that “The climate crisis is a human rights crisis. Rising temperatures, rising seas, floods, droughts, and wildfires threaten our rights to life, to health, to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, and much more.” 
He stated that “The climate crisis and the transition to renewables are reshaping job markets, and while the transition is projected to generate tens of millions of jobs, other jobs face potential disruption.” In that regard, he underlined that “Human rights norms and standards offer essential foundations and a compass for a just transition.” 
Emphasizing the centrality of the Covenant in this regard, the High Commissioner emphasized that “The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights affirms every person’s rights to freely chosen work and to social security.” 
Your work was also invoked by the International Court of Justice in its landmark Advisory Opinion on the obligations of States in respect of Climate Change issued on 23 July 2025, in which the Court concluded, inter alia, that States have obligations under international human rights law to respect and ensure the effective enjoyment of human rights by taking necessary measures to protect the climate system and other parts of the environment. 
The Court stressed that climate change threatens the ability of individuals to enjoy the right to health, noting that the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health is protected by Article 12 of the ICESCR. It further recalled that your committee has in its General Comment No 14 underscored that this right requires States, inter alia, to refrain from unlawfully polluting air, water and soil. 
Furthermore, the Court stated that there is a close connection between the environment and the right to an adequate standard of living, which, for its part, encompasses access to food, water and housing, as set out in Article 11 of the ICESCR and Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Distinguished members, ladies and gentlemen,
This year has been particularly challenging for international human rights mechanisms, including treaty bodies. In addition to chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work – a point that the Chair of this Committee communicated at the ECOSOC management segment in June during her online presentation of the Committee’s annual report. 
The Office has also taken every opportunity to highlight the serious impact that resource constraints have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, it should be understood that at this point all indications point to a continuation of the difficult financial situation for the foreseeable future.  
Turning to the Treaty Body Strengthening process, the December 2024 biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly invited the treaty bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. Regrettably, the General Assembly did not endorse the detailed proposals presented in the context of the strengthening process or the corresponding resources to implement them, such as the proposal for an eight-year predictable schedule of country reviews. 
In June, the Chairs of the Treaty Bodies held their annual meeting, this time in Geneva. The meeting was, understandably, dominated by the UN liquidity situation, which, the Chairs concluded, was a symptom of a deeper crisis gripping the multilateral system. The Chairs considered that this crisis is an exceptional circumstance that calls for the adoption of urgent measures to ensure the continuity of the functions provided for in the treaties and access to these procedures by States and other stakeholders. They listed a number of measures that Committees could consider and adopt on an exceptional basis during this crisis period.  
The Chairs also reviewed the status of implementation of the conclusions of their previous meetings and welcomed the working methods that had already been aligned, including in relation to individual communications procedures. They also recommended that all treaty bodies give priority to aligning the modalities of interaction with stakeholders. The Chairs also called on the General Assembly to explicitly authorize the use of online or hybrid meetings with stakeholders during the official meeting time. 
The Office will continue to work alongside the Chairs and all the treaty body experts to support the treaty body system as efficiently and effectively as possible, and we will use all outreach opportunities, including with member States to advocate and to advance this essential work. As you know, the High Commissioner has also engaged with treaty bodies in connection with the Secretary General’s UN80 process.
Distinguished members, ladies and gentlemen, 
The Committee has a heavy programme for the next three weeks. The consideration of six State parties under the Covenant is scheduled at this session, namely: Chile, Colombia, Lao People's Democratic Republic, the Netherlands, the Russian Federation, and Zimbabwe. It will also adopt lists of issues for Eswatini, Germany, Guinea-Bissau, Mauritius, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, and Tunisia, and consider the follow up reports of El Salvador and Luxembourg. As always, the Committee will examine individual communications submitted under the Optional Protocol. 
In addition, the Committee will be examining and hopefully adopting the draft general comment referred to earlier on economic, social and cultural rights and the environmental dimension of sustainable development. It will continue its work on other thematic issues. 
This heavy workload could not be assumed without dedication and commitment, and we commend all of the members for their efforts to prepare for such a substantial session. I would also like to pay a special tribute to the members of the outgoing Bureau who have kept the Committee operating optimally over the past two years, or as optimally possible under the circumstances. I’m certain that all the members will join me in thanking you for your service and in looking forward to your continued contributions as members. I wish the Committee every success going forward. 
That concludes the remarks of the Representative of the Secretary-General.
I will now hand over the floor to Ms. Wan-Hea Lee. Wan-Hea Lee, you have the floor.
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