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Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is a privilege to mark with you the opening of the seventy-seventh session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
I would like to extend to all of you my very best wishes for the New Year and to wish for human rights a year of advance, elevation and impact.   
It is after all the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 25th of the Vienna Conference and the 20th anniversary of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders. 
Celebrating seven decades of the UDHR – and recognising the extraordinary strides for rights that have been secured, we need look no further than the front pages of our Facebook sites to see, that much more is yet to be won for so many more in so many places.
A world in which 6 men own more wealth than 50% of the world’s population is not a sustainable world.  It is a brutally unequal world and so much of that inequality is today age-based.  Child bear the disproportionate burden of inequality, injustice, deprivation and conflict the world over and yet have nothing to do with its root causes and are never at the tables of decision making where these unsustainable dynamics can be diverted for the better.
The upshot? The world’s youth population - the largest in human history - the healthiest, most educated, best connected – is also the poorest.  Subjected to grave insecurity.  On the front lines of conflict. Populating the roads of escape. Locked in the backrooms of neglect. Kept outside the rooms in which decisions affecting them are made. 
The silencing, exclusion and disregard of children as agents of change and as stakeholders in the world’s future is an indulgence of the older populations that the world can ill afford.  We didn’t need Oxford Dictionaries to name “Youthquake” as word of the year in 2017 but it is a timely icon for the challenge we must meet.
In this regard, I wanted to thank you for determining that your next Day of General Discussion, to be held in September 2018, should be dedicated to “Protecting and empowering children human rights defenders”.  The children who came to Geneva to meet you during the pre-sessional working groups, days of general discussion or other events or who sent their contributions to your general comments, look expectantly to you – to us.   They and millions of others are the hope in the youthquake.  Standing up for their rights and those of others. 
Children human rights defenders must be empowered and protected.  We need their renewable energy.  Their innovation, creativity, their dreams.  And it is our responsibility to pressure governments the world over - to create the spaces – open, vibrant civil society spaces - for their engagement to flourish, grow and be impactful. Your Day of General Discussion will be a significant milestone in this most strategic of goals in a world whose sustainable is so precarious. 
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

The report card of our achievements for children makes for troubling reading. According to UNICEF data, despite huge progress, still 15,000 children under the age of five die every day, mostly from preventable causes and treatable diseases.  

If current trends continue, with more than 50 countries falling short of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target on child survival, some 60 million children under age five will die between 2017 and 2030 – and half of them will be newborns. 

On current trends, as reported by UNESCO, only 70% of children in low-income countries will complete primary school in 2030, a goal that should have been achieved in 2015. 130 million girls—half of them in sub-Saharan Africa— will never enter a classroom.

41,000 girls under the age of 18 will be married off today and every day this year.  Yet according to estimates, ending child marriage could generate more than $500 billion in benefits annually each year

The median age of poverty, conflict and flight is 16.  The median age of privilege, wealth accumulation and closed borders 45.  The median age of parliamentary power 53.
The toll exacted by from our failure of children is something none of us can afford.  With more children and young people alive today than ever before in all of human history, addressing age based inequality and injustice is now urgent no matter how hidden in plain sight!  
Your work as you assist States parties to carry out their duties to children is crucial. There have been great advances, especially with regard to legislation, but frankly now – as has been said elsewhere to legislate less and implement more. 
Implementation needs stronger partnerships for delivery focused on shared goals and priorities.  I note that this session you will hold your fifth biennial meeting with UNICEF regional representatives from the whole world.  The focus of this meeting, on how your concluding observations are implemented at country level and how the work you do here in Geneva can have an impact on the life of children all around the world, is critical. 
Madame Chair,
If I may, I would like briefly to reflect on the Committee’s work in 2017. 
Last year, the Committee reviewed and adopted its concluding observations on 36 States parties’ reports and the backlog currently sits at 30 reports, which is an impressively low number for this Committee. 
Additionally, you adopted three general comments; one on children in street situations and two joint general comments with the Migrant Workers Committee on the human rights of children in the context of international migration. Given some 30 million child migrants throughout the world these joint general comments are indeed timely and invaluable, especially in light of the ongoing negotiations on the Global Compact. 
A successful launch of these joint general comments took place in December 2017 at a OHCHR-IOM-UNICEF event in New York with the participation of your member Mikiko Otani. I understand that there will be another launch here in Geneva organised by OHCHR in April 2018. 
Furthermore, the Committee received more cases and considered its first requests for possible inquiries under the third Optional Protocol on a communications procedure (OPIC) which entered into force in April 2014. The first inquiry mission of your Committee was carried out successfully last week. 



Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
As you may have heard, the outcomes of the deliberations on the human rights budget by the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly were not as the SG had hoped.  They approved five temporary positions for two years instead of the 11 posts proposed – a number based on the approved meeting time calculation and corresponding financial and human resources as foreseen in GA resolution 68/268. In real terms, three out of those five temporary positions existed in 2015-7 to address backlogs of reports, so in real terms the net gain will be 2 temporary positions. 
 Although the GA has approved the additional meeting time requested, it did not approve the corresponding increase in staff to support the additional meeting time. 
This is an untenable of course.  From both an accountability and people management perspective.  We are looking closely at the implications of this and how best to adjust outputs and workload.
 
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
It is now more than 4 years since your Committee made the recommendation to the Secretary General to commission a Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty.  As you all know, the General Assembly adopted a resolution in 2014 inviting the Secretary-General to commission the Study, but indicating that the Study should be done with voluntary contributions.  While the United Nations Task Force in charge of developing the budget for the Study indicated that 4,7 million US dollars would be required to do so, to date, only 381,000 US dollars have been received so far - from Switzerland, Germany, Austria  Qatar, Malta, and Lichtenstein. 
While still far away from the required budget, these contributions have allowed the Independent Expert and Lead Author, Manfred Nowak, to initiate some of the required research for the Global Study.  For the moment, the study will only focus on two thematic aspects of deprivation of liberty, namely children deprived of liberty because they are in conflict with the law and children deprived of liberty because they are in prison with their parents. 
Other areas, including child immigration detention, institutionalization of children and children deprived of liberty because of national security issues or terrorist related activities will only proceed if further funding is received.  OHCHR is closely following and supporting the Independent Expert in this effort.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
As we celebrate the 70th anniversary of the UDHR, under whose benefit all of us here have flourished in different ways, in different places overcoming, because of it, barriers that once would have been insurmountable – we must redouble our efforts to ensure that those benefits – those indivisible, inalienable birth rights – flow without restriction – to the world’s children who in the next seven decades will reap the harvests – toxic and fruitful – of our action and inaction.  It is to them that we owe our greatest accountability and our most sustained efforts for justice.  In this, your leadership, resilience and commitment are just essentials.
 With this, let me wish you a successful and productive session.
Thank you.
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