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[bookmark: _Hlk139034747]The Deafblind Association of Slovenia DLAN is a self-standing and independent, professional disability organization with representative status for people with deafblindness. It operates all over Slovenia. It was established with the aim of identifying, defending and satisfying special needs and representing the interests of people with deafblindness. The DLAN Association is a full member of the European Deafblind Union (EDbU), the World Federation of the Deafblind (WFDB), and the Slovenian National Council of Disability Organizations. It is the only Slovenian organization in the field of deafblindness that operates internationally.
Deafblindness is an independent disability resulting from a serious simultaneous hearing and vision impairment in which the affected senses cannot replace each other. Deafblindness limits activities and full participation in society to a varying extent. This affects social life, communication, access to information, orientation, and the ability to move freely and safely.
Currently, we are deeply engaged in negotiations with key decision-makers responsible for the enactment of the first comprehensive law addressing the status and rights of individuals with deafblindness. To date, the status and rights of individuals with deafblindness remain largely unregulated, resulting in significant violations de ire and de facto of human rights. Regrettably, this process has encountered significant delays due to ongoing challenges related to the definition of deafblindness. Since the foundation of the Deafblind Association of Slovenia in 2005, we endeavor to incorporate the functional criterion when defining deafblindness. However, with the introduction of the Nordic definition, we have shifted our advocacy efforts towards endorsing the latter.
.  Initially, we emphasized the functional criterion, which considers deafblindness in terms of its impact on an individual's ability to engage in activities and participate fully in society. This criterion focuses on the practical limitations experienced by individuals with deafblindness and emphasizes the need for tailored services, environmental adaptations, and assistive technologies to facilitate their inclusion. 2014 Nordic definition of deafblindness claims that deafblindness can limit activities and restrict full participation in society in such a way that society is required to facilitate specific services, environmental alterations, and/or technologies for this population (Nordic Centre for Welfare and Social Issues 2014). Presently, the prevailing model Slovenia adheres to is still rooted in the medical model of disability.

Encouragingly, in 2021, Slovenia took a significant step forward by including the right to the freedom of use and development of the language of the deafblind in Article 62a/II of its Constitution. However, there is a concern regarding the translation in English of this article, as it inaccurately refers to the right of Sign Language and Tactile Sign Language, instead of the sign language and the language of the deafblind. 



Article 62a/II of Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia:
»(Sign Language and Tactile Sign Language)
The freedom to use and develop tactile sign language shall be regulated by law. «

Due to the absence of legal provisions explicitly safeguarding the right to language of the deafblind, a wide range of violations can be observed concerning Article 9 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereafter as CRPD) - accessibility.

To date, individuals with deafblindness are also still denied the fundamental right to access an interpreter. Consequently, when such individuals encounter legal or official proceedings within state institutions, they are unable to request the assistance of a deafblind interpreter. This limitation severely hampers their ability to effectively defend themselves or obtain crucial information. As a result, significant challenges arise in relation to accessibility, as outlined in Article 9, and access to justice in Article 13 of CRPD. 
Moreover, there is a concern that any potential modification to the right to personal assistance in the Personal Assistance Act may worsen the challenges faced by individuals with deafblindness, rather than improving their situation.  At present, individuals with deafblindness have the opportunity to claim personal assistance services if deemed necessary by the commission for entitlement to such services. However, there is apprehension regarding the ongoing amendment of the Personal Assistance Act by the Ministry of Labour, Family, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, as there are concerns that the proposed changes may potentially curtail the rights of individuals who are currently eligible for these services. Consequently, a significant segment of the population would face challenges in effectively navigating their daily lives. As a result, these individuals endure heightened social isolation, as they are unable to safely navigate and move freely without the assistance of a companion. They are also mostly dependent on receiving information from personal assistants. One of the prominent challenges faced by individuals with deafblindness is the lack of convenient access to customized radio and television content that caters to their specific needs. The "Dostopno" system partially addresses the issue by providing accessible information through means such as easy reading materials, audio descriptions, and sign language services. However, it is important to note that not all information is currently available in such accessible formats. Consequently, this situation regarding the right to personal assistance and the available information raises concerns related to their dignity (Article 17), accessibility (Article 9), freedom of movement and nationality (Article 18), the ability to live independently and be included in the community (Article 19), the participation in political and public life (Article 29), as well as the participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (Article 30) outlined in the CRPD.
The subsidy for technical aids is also regulated insufficiently in the Regulation on technical aids and vehicle adaptation. The technical aid is mostly co-financed as a rule in the amount of 85% of the value specified in the Regulations on technical accessories and vehicle adaptation. Moreover, the technical aids specified in the aforementioned document are predominantly basic models that do not meet the specific requirements of most individuals with deafblindness. These individuals require more advanced and specialized technical aids, which often come at a significantly higher cost. For instance, a portable electronic magnifier, which is assessed at €450, may not fulfill the needs of persons with deafblindness, who may need to spend an additional approximately €1000 to obtain a device that serves their intended purpose.
Consequently, individuals with deafblindness are confronted with a high financial burden in their pursuit of acquiring the essential technical aids that can significantly enhance their quality of life. The current situation renders these devices inaccessible to the average person with deafblindness, making it challenging for them to afford such necessary devices. This situation represents a breach of both Article 9 (Accessibility) and Article 20 (Personal Mobility) of the CRPD. The inadequate provision of appropriate and affordable technical aids hinders the accessibility and personal mobility of individuals with deafblindness, limiting their ability to fully participate in society on an equal basis with others.
According to Article 24 CRPD, the education system in Slovenia lacks appropriate adaptation for deafblind students in various educational settings, including kindergartens, elementary schools, secondary schools, and universities. These challenges are closely interconnected with the unregulated status of the language of the deafblind, as highlighted earlier in this document. Not only is there a lack of regulated status for the language of the deafblind, but there is also an absence of regulated status overall for individuals with deafblindness. This absence of recognition and regulation further compounds the difficulties faced by individuals with deafblindness in accessing inclusive and tailored educational opportunities. The educational approach for individuals with deafblindness often focuses on teaching them either as deaf or as blind, rather than recognizing and addressing their specific needs as individuals with deafblindness. Consequently, there is a lack of educational or adapted programs specifically designed for the deafblind population. This significant gap in educational support fails to adequately cater to the unique requirements and challenges faced by individuals with deafblindness.
Therefore, despite the existence of a free education system, the specific needs of deafblind students are not adequately addressed. In kindergartens, there is a lack of specialized support and resources to cater to the unique requirements of children with deafblindness, limiting their access to quality early education. In elementary schools, the curriculum and teaching methods are often not sufficiently adapted to accommodate the learning needs of students with deafblindness. The lack of specialized teachers and support staff trained in working with students with deafblindness further exacerbates the challenges they face. At the secondary school level, the availability of suitable programs and accommodations for students with deafblindness is limited. The lack of appropriate adaptations and support in the education system severely impedes the academic progress of individuals with deafblindness. Without the necessary accommodations, these individuals face significant barriers to accessing and participating in educational activities, which in turn hinders their overall academic development and progress. To be more accurate, in most cases, the lack of necessary provisions renders academic progress virtually unattainable for individuals with deafblindness.
Similarly, universities in Slovenia often lack the necessary accessibility features and support services for students with deafblindness to fully participate in higher education. The provision of language of deafblind interpreters, note-takers, and other necessary accommodations is often inadequate or is not even existing. In addition to the aforementioned challenges, it is important to highlight that the language of the deafblind is not yet implemented in law in Slovenia. This lack of recognition further exacerbates the difficulties faced by students with deafblindness in accessing quality education. Without this recognition de facto of their unique language and communication needs, it becomes even more challenging to provide appropriate linguistic support and ensure effective communication in educational settings. Recognizing the language of the deafblind is essential for promoting their rights, facilitating their learning process, and fostering inclusive educational environments.
Despite efforts to provide inclusive educational opportunities, there are still significant gaps in meeting the unique needs of students with deafblindness. Some of the other problems also include:
Limited accessibility: Many educational institutions lack proper accessibility features, such as tactile maps, visual aids, and assistive technologies, which are essential for facilitating effective learning and communication for students with deafblindness.
Inadequate curriculum adaptation: The curriculum is not adequately adapted to accommodate the learning styles and needs of students with deafblindness. This results in an exclusionary educational environment where these students may struggle to access and comprehend the curriculum content.
Limited awareness and training: There is a need for greater awareness and training among educators and school staff regarding the specific needs of students with deafblindness. This includes knowledge about effective teaching strategies, communication techniques, and accessibility accommodations to create an inclusive learning environment.

Personal assistance: Another significant issue in the education of persons with deafblindness in Slovenia is the lack of access to personal assistance during schooling. Personal assistance plays a vital role in supporting individuals with deafblindness in their educational journey by providing the necessary support and facilitating effective communication and interaction with teachers and peers.  However, the current system in Slovenia does not adequately recognize the need for personal assistance for students with deafblindness, leaving them without the necessary support to fully participate in educational activities. This lack of personal assistance restricts their ability to access information, navigate the school environment, and effectively communicate their needs and preferences.
Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach that involves enhancing resources, promoting accessibility, providing specialized training, and fostering inclusive policies that prioritize the educational rights and needs of students with deafblindness. This requires the development of inclusive policies, provision of specialized resources, and training for educators to effectively meet the educational needs of deafblind individuals throughout their academic journey. By doing so, Slovenia can work towards ensuring equal educational opportunities and empowering deafblind individuals to reach their full potential. 

The shortcomings in habilitation and rehabilitation services for persons with deafblindness violate the principles outlined in the CRPD, according to Article 26. The Convention emphasizes the right of persons with disabilities, including those with deafblindness, to access necessary support services that enable their full participation in society and the realization of their rights. Addressing these inadequacies requires increased investment in specialized services, training of professionals, and improved accessibility to assistive devices, ensuring that individuals with deafblindness can receive the necessary habilitation and rehabilitation support to lead fulfilling and independent lives.

The Slovenian translation of terms related to people with disabilities, including deafblind individuals, is still inadequate and has not been properly updated since the year 2018. This issue was highlighted in the report of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities concerning Slovenia's implementation of the CRPD. The failure to accurately translate and update these terms creates a linguistic barrier and perpetuates the stigmatization and marginalization of individuals with disabilities. It hinders effective communication, understanding, and the full realization of their rights as outlined in the Convention. To ensure compliance with the Convention and promote inclusivity, it is crucial for the Slovenian authorities to prioritize the accurate translation and use of terminology that respects the dignity and rights of individuals with disabilities, including those who are deafblind. This includes regular updates to reflect the evolving language and a comprehensive approach to linguistic accessibility in all relevant domains, including legislation, policies, and public discourse. 
Overall, one of the primary challenges faced by individuals with deafblindness lies in the sphere of communication. Communication barriers significantly impact their ability to interact, access information, and fully participate in various aspects of life.  For persons with deafblindness, communication is often a complex and multi-faceted process that requires specialized techniques and adaptations. However, many communication systems and methods fail to adequately address the unique needs of this population. As a result, individuals with deafblindness may face difficulties in expressing themselves, understanding others, and engaging in meaningful social interactions.  The lack of standardized and widely available communication methods tailored to the needs of deafblind individuals contributes to their social isolation and limited access to information. It also hinders their ability to advocate for their rights, access education, employment opportunities, and actively participate in the community.  Addressing the communication challenges faced by persons with deafblindness requires a comprehensive approach that encompasses the development and promotion of accessible and inclusive communication methods. This includes tactile sign language, haptic communication, braille, and other tactile or sensory-based modes of communication. Moreover, it necessitates raising awareness among the general public, promoting inclusive communication practices, and ensuring that communication environments are equipped with the necessary tools and support systems to facilitate effective interaction for individuals with deafblindness.  By prioritizing effective communication strategies and promoting inclusive communication environments, we can empower individuals with deafblindness to fully participate in society, exercise their rights, and live meaningful and independent lives.

With respect,

Professional service of the Deafblind Association of Slovenia DLAN 
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