


OPENING STATEMENT FOR SOUTH AFRICA

BY, DANLAMI U. BASHARU

[bookmark: _GoBack]CRPD 
COUNTRY RAPPORTEUR FOR THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK32][bookmark: OLE_LINK31]I am greatly honoured to be the country rapporteur for the republic of South Africa, a country with over 51 million people and 11 official languages as at the 2011 population census and described as the “rainbow nation” for its diversity in terms of race, ethnicity and language and Proud in its ability to provide for its diverse peoples, cultures and races. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK38][bookmark: OLE_LINK37]I warmly welcome to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Geneva, for this constructive dialogue, the Head of Delegation, Ms Susan SHABANGU, MP                  Minister of Social Development and H.E. Ms Nozipho MXAKATO-DISEKO, Ambassador/ Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of South Africa to the UN in Geneva and their very eminently distinguished delegation, and further appreciate the government of South Africa for submitting its initial report and also responding favourably to the list of issues presented to it by the Committee. Furthermore, for this opening statement to be meaningful, I do extend warmly my sincere appreciation to all organisations of persons with disabilities in South Africa, that submitted their alternative reports and also civil society organisations for the patient and painstaking manner in which they put together submissions and engaged frankly with the Committee. Without your support to theCommittee, our work will not achieve the positive results require. I must also extend warm appreciation to the South African Human Rights Commission, as the watchdog of rights holders, which submitted a very useful report to give us an understanding of the challenges faced by persons with disabilities, in the attainment of meaningful human rights in the country. We welcome these contributions from non-state actors as they add great value to our work. Suffice it to say too that we welcome all persons with disabilities in South Africa and beyond watching over the internet.
I trust that at the conclusion of this very frank and open dialogue with your distinguished delegation in which we seek for solutions to the myriad of challenges that constitute obstacles in the advancement of persons with disabilities in your country, we would restore pride in the motherland by all persons with disabilities who fervently share the goals and objectives of the South African government and people to make full inclusion and participation in political and public life the hallmark of the nation for persons with disabilities, including, in particular women, children and persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities and persons with Albinism. 

It is necessary to point out certain concerns that we would want the South African government to take into consideration during the constructive dialogue with a view to give them serious and immediate attention on return home. Firstly, we note the tremendous improvements made in the field of Human Rights in South Africa, particularly with the entrenchment of disability in chapter 2 of its national Constitution and its efforts to align the concept of disability with the human rights model of disability as per the Convention in South African legislation as well as the adoption of the comprehensive White Paper on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (WPRPD), in 2015 “to accelerate transformation and redress with regard to full inclusion, integration and equality for persons with disabilities”. While the paper is a welcome step toward realising the rights of persons with disabilities, it still remains only a “white paper” as most other policies, guidelines and frameworks in South Africa that never result in meaningful legislation that would enable persons with disabilities to use them to seek redress in courts. 
Secondly, the situation of women and girls with disabilities, particularly black women and girls, that face double discrimination in the fact of being female and secondly being a female with disabilities and face violence on a regular basis. Information indicates that violence and abuse against women and girls with disabilities remains a widespread problem in South Africa, including multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination against them.
We note that children with disabilities form the majority of children in institutions and special school hostels. Not only do children with disabilities constitute the bulk of children in insitutions, In fact, due to inaccessibility of the learning environment, especially in rural areas, children with disabilities are left out of the education system. Nor should we forget the incidence of the Esidimeni tragedy that resulted in the deaths of 144 persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities due to neglect on the part of the authorities for lack of care and monitoring of such institutions and has yet not rsulted in any attempt to bring the pepetrators to book or any meaningful and effective recourse to compensation nor establishment of any preventive mechanisms to ensure that such tragedy never occur again.
In the light of the above, we consider it necessary that government takes immediate and concrete measures to address the grave violence and abuse against women and children with disabilities and undertake its obligation to uphold SDG target 5.2 regarding the elimination of violence against women and girls in public and private life  as well as adopt a national strategy for deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities. 
Thirdly, the Committee has often underlined the importance of sign language as an instrument to promote inclusion and participation of deaf and hard of hearing persons in all aspects of life, including education, employment, political and public life. It is envisaged that this constructive dialogue will enable us discuss the main challenges in the recognition of South African sign language as an official language and the commitment of the state to address this situation. 
Finally, monitoring and implementation of the Convention is a key obligation of the state party. An independent mechanism that meets the requirements of the Paris principles to be the independent monitoring mechanism for this purpose is recommended. As the South African Human Rights Commission is the national monitoring mechanism for the Convention, we expect that the government of South Africa will strengthen the capacity of the Commission, by ensuring sufficient budgetary allocation and human resources, including ensuring its full independence, to fulfil its mandate to effectively protect the rights of persons with disabilities. I would also strongly encourage the State Party, as one of the first countries to ratify the CRPD to ratify the African Disability Protocol which gives protection to Persons with disabilities, including persons with Albinism.
I’m sure that my colleagues will join me in fielding questions that will, at the end of the day, lead to the eventual emancipation and provide a full sense of belonging for all persons with disabilities in this  Rainbow Nation, where outdated and incompatible laws will be reformed to meet the standards of the Convention, where persons with disabilities will no longer be considered as a disgrace to the family, hidden away or perceived to be the result of a divine curse, where women and girls with disabilities will no longer be subjected to violence and abuse, including forced sterilisation, rape, forced abortion or sexual harassment and where full enrolment of children with disabilities, including children with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities in inclusive education settings will be realised. 
I thank you for your attention and look forward, along with committee members, to a very fruitful and constructive dialogue.





