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Introduction
Submitted by the Ombudsman of Ecuador in August 2024, this report to the United Nations Human Rights Committee is organized according to the final observations made to Ecuador during the previous evaluation period. It addresses critical issues including gender equality, violence against women, LGBTIQ+ rights, indigenous peoples' rights, detention conditions, and freedoms of expression and peaceful assembly, among others. The goal is to provide an analysis of the civil and political rights situation with specific recommendations for state institutions.
Gender Equality 
Although Ecuador has made progress in promoting gender equality, significant challenges persist. The wage gap between men and women remains substantial, and female political representation in local single-member elections is still limited. Strengthening equal pay legislation and implementing gender quotas are crucial steps to address these issues. Additionally, national awareness campaigns and educational programs are needed to eliminate gender stereotypes.
Violence Against Women 
Violence against women in Ecuador remains a serious issue. Sixty-five percent of women have experienced some form of violence, and the rate of femicides is alarming. The report emphasizes the need to strengthen the capabilities of justice operators and effectively implement the National Plan for the Eradication of Gender Violence. Specialized units within the police and judicial system are crucial for an appropriate response.
Rights of LGBTIQ+ Individuals 
Despite progress, including the prohibition of discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in the Constitution of Ecuador and the Gender Identity Law, LGBTIQ+ individuals continue to face violence and discrimination. It is crucial to eradicate "conversion therapies" and strengthen awareness campaigns to combat harmful stereotypes. Furthermore, there is an urgent need to ensure an effective response to reports of violence against these communities.
Rights of Indigenous Peoples
The report underscores the absence of effective prior consultations before the exploitation of natural resources on indigenous territories, resulting in social conflicts and displacements. It also highlights the vulnerability of isolated indigenous peoples, such as the Tagaeri and Taromenane, to the expansion of extractive activities. The state must ensure that consultations are genuinely free, prior, and informed, and expedite the approval of the Organic Consultation Law.
Detention conditions 
Ecuadorian prisons face problems of overcrowding and violence. Despite the state's efforts to improve prison infrastructure, these challenges persist. The report recommends adopting decriminalization policies for minor offenses and exploring alternatives to incarceration, alongside strengthening the capacity of institutions responsible for prison oversight.
Freedoms of Expression and Peaceful Assembly 
The report condemns the excessive use of force by law enforcement during protests in Ecuador, which has led to serious injuries and deaths. The lack of thorough investigations perpetuates a climate of impunity. It is essential to ensure that all allegations of excessive use of force are adequately investigated and that those responsible are held accountable.
Violence in Educational Institutions 
The report highlights significant shortcomings in the state's response to sexual violence in educational institutions. The low number of convictions compared to the number of reports indicates systemic inefficiencies in the justice system. Enhanced coordination between institutions along with improved support and protection for victims, is essential.
Conclusión 
The Ombudsman of Ecuador calls on the state to urgently and effectively implement the recommended measures to ensure the respect and protection of human rights throughout the country. With renewed commitment and concrete actions, Ecuador can move towards a more just and equitable society for all its citizens.
