I. Ambassador’s opening remarks; introduction of the German delegation (max 3 minutes)
Distinguished Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
representatives of civil society and the National Human Rights Institute, 
ladies and gentlemen, 
First of all, allow me to thank the Committee for the invitation to present the combined second and third periodic report submitted under the simplified reporting procedure as well as the short update report to the Committee at its twenty-ninth session. 
Germany is taking this dialogue very seriously. The CRPD is one of the most important international human rights instruments, and essential for creating a more inclusive world.
As PR at the German Mission in Geneva, it is my pleasure to introduce Dr Rolf Schmachtenberg, Head of delegation, State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. State Secretary Schmachtenberg is accompanied by Director-General at the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Dr Annette Tabbara, Head of Division Mr Einstmann and Head of Division Ms Domicke as well as other colleagues from the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs.
Head of division Ms Schnellenbach from the Federal Ministry of Justice and Head of Division Mr Hiddemann from the Federal Ministry of Health are also joining as well as Ms Modalal, Attachée at the Federal Foreign Office.
Rapporteurs for the Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Laender Ms Lorenzen and Mr Scharf are also present. Mr Richard, Director-General at the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs, Health and Equality of the Land Saxony-Anhalt, Dr Andreas Frank, Head of Division at the Bavarian State Ministry for Family, Labour and Social Affairs as well as Ms Mania, Desk Officer at the Office of Social Affairs in the Land Hamburg are here.
Federal Government Commissioner for Matters relating to Persons with Disabilities, Mr Dusel, is accompanied by his Senior Advisor, Ms Kane, and his Chief of Staff, Mr Necke.  With us is also Ms Esser, Representative of the Hessian State Government for Matters relating to Persons with Disabilites.
Ms Aeffner, Ms Rueffer and Mr Hueppe, all Members of the German Parliament, as well as Ms Wend, Desk Officer at the SPD Parliamentary Group, are joining.
Last not but least, our interpretors Ms Hinrichs, Ms Niessen, Ms Zander-Tabbert, Ms Saft, Ms Lemke, Ms Kemnitz-Hille and Ms Kemnitz-Zimmermann will support us. 
Thank you.


