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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the eighty-fifth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

I wish to extend a warm welcome to all the members, in particular the seven new members of the Committee. I also take this opportunity to congratulate you, Madam Chair, on your election as Chair of the Committee at the last session in February.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

With its half-day of general discussion in February, the Committee has embarked on the elaboration of a new general recommendation on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems. This general recommendation will provide  significant guidance to States parties for ensuring women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of decision-making in political, economic and public life by 2030, in line with target 5.5 of the Sustainable Development Goals.

It is encouraging to see the high level of interest that the future general recommendation is already generating. Your very successful half-day of general discussion was attended by 50 States parties and many civil society representatives and other interested stakeholders. During 2023, the Committee will organize various expert group meetings. It aims to adopt a first draft at the end of the year, which will be published for comments and discussed at regional meetings planned for 2024.

OHCHR’s campaign to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights will draw additional attention to this important topic, as the monthly thematic spotlight for June will be women’s participation in decision-making. 

The campaign will raise awareness of the importance of women’s and girls’ equal representation and showcase their crucial contributions as well as role models for women and girls. It will also raise awareness about the barriers they continue to face. The campaign will emphasize the interdependence and interrelatedness of women’s civil, cultural, economic, political, and social rights and stress that women’s equal participation in political and public life cannot be achieved without ensuring their right to equality in all aspects of family life, freedom from gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive health rights, and economic empowerment. Closely related to this thematic spotlight, OHCHR and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) will hold a roundtable discussion on parliaments and women’s rights on 22 June, which will be opened by your colleague Nicole Ameline, together with the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk, and the IPU Secretary General, Martin Chungong.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

On 18 and 19 September, Member States will convene at the 2023 SDG Summit. The summit marks the half-way point of the 2023 Agenda. It will serve as a reality check and a rallying point for reversing SDG fatigue and reigniting global commitment to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.

Achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment is integral to each of the 17 SDGs and a key game changer for achieving transformative change. This has been recognized in the 2030 Agenda itself, as well as the Secretary-General’s Our Common Agenda and his priorities for 2030. Yet, the promise to achieve gender equality is under threat as it is facing persistent pushback due to the rise of conservative narratives relegating women’s role to the family and procreation, and emerging challenges such as the COVID-19 pandemic, which have reversed gains obtained in the last decades. Only by ensuring the full range of human rights of women and girls across the sustainable development goals, it will be possible to eliminate discrimination and exclusion, reduce existing inequalities and deliver on the central promise of the 2030 Agenda to leave no one behind.

The 2023 SDG Summit will also directly influence and kick-start the one-year countdown to the 2024 Summit of the Future and the initial post-2030 discussions. Now is the opportune time for the Committee to contribute to these discussions in order to push back against the pushback and reconfirm  the commitment made in the 2023 Agenda to fully integrate gender equality in the achievement of all SDGs. I am pleased to note that, as in previous years, CEDAW again submitted an official contribution to the 2023 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, this time titled “Women as leading forces for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals in the post-Covid-19 world”.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

The Office of the High Commissioner continues to support the strengthening of the treaty bodies and is in the process of finalising elements for an implementation plan for discussion at the upcoming annual Chairs’ meeting (29 May to 2 June 2023). We trust that the chair’s conclusions, once backed by States, will facilitate your work, as well as that of the other treaty bodies, including by introducing a predictable review calendar. This should significantly contribute to the ability of States and numerous stakeholders to plan and work more effectively.

As you know, the feasibility of such an implementation plan will depend on whether the required human and financial resources can be secured. We are painfully aware of the chronic underfunding of the treaty body system and how this has contributed to significant backlogs in the handling of State party reports and individual communications. Advancing the full implementation of treaty-based human rights obligations requires sustainable funding from Member States. The High Commissioner is committed to doing his utmost to support greater funding for the human rights mechanisms during his tenure. We hope to be able to provide updates on this matter in the course of 2023, as and when information becomes available.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

I am aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next three weeks, including notably constructive dialogues with eight States parties. Of particular note is the pilot back-to-back review of Sao Tomé and Principe that you will conduct together with the Committee on the Rights of the Child this week. I, therefore, conclude by wishing you a successful and productive session.

Thank you for your attention.
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