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Thank you, Madame Chair; 

We would like to warmly thank the Committee for its vigorous examination of the human rights situation of all persons with disabilities in Austria and are profusely grateful for the constructive feedback provided. 

The questions posed show that challenges remain in enabling Austria to be a true leader in the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, those include: 

· Increasing the cooperation between the provinces – the Länder – and the federal level, also by exploring new methods and means of collaboration;

· Reinforcing efforts to ensure the cross-cutting application of the Convention’s general principles (Article 3), for example in the area of de-institutionalization or national disaster preparedness;

· Scaling up of awareness-raising, importantly to foster a contemporary image of persons with disabilities, acknowledging the impact of recent history;

· Public money should primarily go to new, innovative, rights-based efforts and a robust review of current approaches and financing in light of the Convention should be undertaken;

· Pilot-projects should only be a stepping stone on the way to transforming systems and structures in line with the Convention’s obligations;
· International Cooperation has to incorporate the twin-track approach in all policies, programs and projects; 
· Inclusive education for all is key in all these efforts. 
We appreciate the questions related to Article 33 Para 2, also about the Federal Monitoring Committee and welcome support for strengthening the current set-up in line with the principles relating to the status and functioning of national institutions for protection and promotion of human rights.
Participation of self-advocates is key in taking discussions and processes forward and we would like to reiterate that there is a need for meaningful – that is a documented, traceable – participation, which has a demonstrable impact.  
The Federal Monitoring Committee remains committed to its role in the overall process, including through public meetings such as on 7 November in Vienna focused on the outcomes of this dialogue, aimed at making all human rights accessible for and inclusive of all persons with disabilities. 

Madame Chair, I thank you. 
