4.Objects of Authority

The Authority shall be responsible for –
(a)monitoring  and  facilitating thei mplementation  of  special  education  needs policies of the Government;

(b)advising  the  Minister  on  the  formulation  of  policies  and  on  the  criteria  for the registration of –
(i)special education needs institutions;

(ii)the  teaching  and  non-teaching  staff,  and  any  other  resource  person, of special education needs institutions;

(c)providing guidelines  for  the  design  and  development  of  curriculum  for special education needs;

(d)the   harmonisation   and   promotion   of   programmes   and   policies   for   the education and holistic development of persons with special education needs in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

5.Functions of Authority

The Authority shall have such functions as are necessary to further its objects most effectively and shall, in particular –

(a)advise   the Minister   on   the   formulation   of   policies   relating   to   special education  needs  and  update  the  Ministry  on  any  matter  relating  to  special education needs;

(b)register special education needs institutions, theirteaching and non-teaching staffand any other resource person;

(c)make rules, issue guidelines and directives, and set standards and conditions –
(i)for  promoting  and  enhancing  quality  education  in  special  education needs institutions;
(ii)for  ensuring  efficiency  and  transparency  in  the  manner  in  whichgrants are used by special education needs institutions;
(iii)for  the   admission,   transfer   and  discipline   of   students  of   special education needs institutions; or

(iv)that are incidental or conducive to the attainment of its objects;

(d)take  appropriate  action  to ensure  that  special  education  needs  institutions are  managed  in  accordance  with  relevant  laws,  rules,  guidelines,  directives and standards;(e)carry   out   enquiries   into   complaints   regarding   special   education   needs institutions   and   take   necessary   action   or   refer   such   complaints   to appropriate authorities, as the case may be;

(f)suspend  or  cancel  the  registration  of  special  education  needs institutions, their teaching and non-teaching staff and any other resource person; 

(g)develop a Quality Assurance Framework for special education needs;

(h)conduct  pedagogical  and  quality  assurance  inspection  of,  and  quality  audits in special education needs institutions;

(i)regulate  such  matters,  as  may  be  necessary,  pertaining  to  special  education needs institutions;

(j)promote inclusive practices to facilitate inclusive learning environment;

(k)administer   payment   of   any   form   of   grants to   special   education   needs institutions  and ensure that  the  grants  are  being  used  for  the  intended purposes;

(l)devise   and   implement   plans   to   facilitate   the   early   identification   and assessment of persons with special education needs;

(m)facilitate  the  conduct  of  need  assessment  exercises  and  profiling  of  persons in special education needs institutions to ensure the provision of customised learning opportunities, therapeutic intervention and advocacy;

(n)set up and maintain a database of all special education needs institutions and persons with special education needs;

(o)develop  network  and  facilitate  collaboration  among  Ministries  and  other relevant stakeholders at local, regional and international levels;

(p)establish and sustain the strong home-school community linkages;

(q)carry  out  training  needs  analysis  and  organise  professional  development programmes for theteaching and non-teaching staff, and any other resource persons of special education needs institutions;

(r)conduct and promote research in the field of special education needs;

(s)take  such  actions,  as  may  be  necessary,  in  collaboration  with  relevant Ministries,  authorities  or  stakeholders to  ensure good  governance,  including ethical conduct,in special education needs institutions;
 (t)encourage  the  use  of  innovative  pedagogies  and  disseminate  good  teaching and learning practices;

(u)advise on design and developmentof curriculumfor special education needs;

(v)discharge   such   other   functions   as   may   be   necessary   regarding   special education needs

