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Mr Chairperson, 

Honourable Members of the Committee,

Our delegation would like to express its gratitude for the opportunity to present to the distinguished members of the Committee the Fifth Periodic Report of Estonia. This is already the third time that our delegation has the opportunity to appear before the Committee against Torture. The Estonian Government considers it important to carry on the constructive dialogue with the Committee that began in 2002, when our delegation was here in Geneva for the first time with our initial report, and which continued with the subsequent report in 2007. We do our best to assist the Committee’s consideration of our periodic report to the greatest extent possible.
In the introductory statement I would not only limit myself to introducing to the Committee our periodic report, as I would like to concentrate on the recent developments that have taken place in Estonia since 2011, when we submitted the report under discussion today. 
Recently, in early June last year (2012) Estonia welcomed a visit by the members of the Council of Europe’s Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT), who visited the institutions and agencies of the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Social Affairs and the Ministry of Defence. We note that the report of the CPT, including the findings and recommendations, has not yet been published. However, already now we are able to take stock of the constructive communication during the visit. In this connection we also take the opportunity to reiterate the fact that we deem the work of the institution of the Chancellor of Justice as the national prevention body under Article 3 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and Punishment very important and valuable.

Mr Chairperson, I would now continue to move on by giving a short overview concerning the most relevant changes in criminal procedure legislation and policies in Estonia. 
The overall state of the procedural legislation and practice is rather good. The European Court of Human Rights has not pointed out any structural deficiencies. Nevertheless, we continue the everyday processes to enhance our legislation and policies. 
An important step was taken with the amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code that entered into force on September 1, 2011 which expedite judicial proceedings and enhance the protection of minors. There is now a possibility not to summon to court minors and instead use as evidence their testimony which had been given during investigation proceedings and recorded on a video. The use of video conferencing in courts was also made more broadly available. In order to tackle the issue of unreasonably lengthy court proceedings, the possibility was provided to submit a request to expedite court proceedings. The amendments also established that in case a criminal matter cannot be adjudicated within a reasonable time and the violation of the right of the accused to hearing of the criminal matter within a reasonable period of time cannot be cured in any other manner, the court may, with the consent of the accused, also terminate the criminal proceedings. 
The general aim of these measures is to guarantee to everyone, to the greatest extent possible that the criminal proceedings are conducted within a reasonable time. Furthermore, in 2010 the Parliament adopted the Guidelines for Development of Criminal Policy until 2018, paying special attention to minors. According to the Guidelines the Prosecutor’s Office and the police shall ensure that the pre-trial procedure in criminal matters regarding minors are expedited. In 5 years the average length of a pre-trial procedure of a minor suspect has diminished twofold - from 5 months in 2008 to 2.5 months in 2012. Considering the challenges that court the system faces, including the possible rise of case-load after lessening of the court fees, in 2013 the justice sector was given a 10.2% increase to their budget compared to that of the previous year.   
Currently there are further plans to amend the Code of Misdemeanour Procedure. Regarding unimportant cases there would be a new possibility not to commence misdemeanour proceedings in exchange of giving oral warnings. Expedited proceedings would also become available concerning minors. The respective amendments are envisaged to help the expedition and efficiency of the misdemeanour procedure, lessen bureaucracy and enhance the fundamental rights of persons.
These aforementioned and other legislative and policy measures taken have helped to decrease the number of prisoners and detained persons. It is possible to point out that the number of imprisoned persons, i.e convicted persons and detainees, has decreased about 26%, from about 4600 in 2003 to about 3400 currently in 2013. Furthermore, by 2012 the average number of days of detention per detained person in police detention houses has diminished by a quarter compared to 2010 (from 5.9 to 4.4). When in 2009, nearly 90% percent of detention places were occupied, in the 1st quarter of 2013 the percentage has lessened to a litte over 40. In the light of the improvements above it can be concluded that the Ministry of Justice is steadily moving towards the aim of lessening the number of prisoners to 2700 by 2020.
Considering the still relatively high number of prisoners, Estonia is continuously taking steps to improve the conditions in prisons and detention centres. Most recently, a new detention house of the West Prefecture was opened in the town of Kuresssaare in 2012 and in Narva in the beginning of this year (2013). In 2012, two cells of the Haapsalu detention house were thoroughly renovated. This included the improvement of lighting, ventilation and heating systems. Similar improvements to detention houses are further foreseen during the second half of 2013 and the next year. Additional four new detention houses are planned to be built by 2019, and according to investment plans, by 2019 all detention houses shall be in good conditions.
We can positively note that there are no problems of overcrowding or conditions of detention in the two new, Tartu and Viru Prisons that were opened in 2002 and 2008. Nevertheless, as a preemptive proactive measure, in accordance with the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights, the Ministry of Justice is taking steps to ensure that in the other prisons the minimum standard of living space per prisoner will be raised - to a more convenient 3.0 m2 per prisoner. This concerns the prisons of Tallinn and Harku. 

As of the beginning of this year (2013), the Murru prison is closed; except for the open prison territory. Further, in the Tallinn Prison repairs have been taken place in order to improve conditions in this last Soviet era prison in Estonia. The detailed plan of a new, modern prison to be built near the capital Tallinn was adopted in 2012. Currently the public procurement is in process, and the construction work will start in 2015. The Tallinn prison will be closed and the new prison will be opened in 2018. 
Mr. Chairperson, I would now concentrate on an important topic in prevention of violence in Estonia. In 2011, every fourth case of violence registered in Estonia – that is, nearly 2000 cases - were cases of domestic violence. (The Police and Border Guard Board registered 2800 complaints of domestic violence in 2012. According to the official registered crime statistics of the Ministry of Justice, in the same year there were 2231 cases of domestic violence.) At the moment a thorough revision of the Penal Code is taking place and there is a preliminary section added in the draft amendments concerning domestic violence. The revision of the Penal Code is being handled by an expert committee and sometime in the future should reach the Parliamentary discussions.
As a policy priority, the Guidelines for Development of Criminal Policy until 2018 adopted by the Parliament foresee as one of the main goals the fight against domestic violence, and human trafficking.
Police activities in cases of domestic violence are further regulated by a comprehensive document, “The instructions of responding close relationship violence incidents and transfer of information to victim support”, adopted by the Police and Border Guard in 2010 and upgraded in 2012.

Tackling domestic violence, including gender-based violence requires a range of interlinked activities, from preventing abuse in the first place to providing high quality support services to victims, rehabilitation services to perpetrators, and to strengthening cooperation between different professionals and institutions dealing with this phenomenon. 

Activities related to reducing and preventing domestic violence in Estonia are carried out under the umbrella of the Development Plan for Reducing Violence for Years 2010-2014. This is a good forum for cooperation, including many ministries and other stakeholders - public and private bodies. Under this development plan, training seminars on family violence are conducted for police officials. In 2012 training was provided to judges and prosecutors specialized in domestic violence. Trainings on prevention of sexual violence have been carried out also for prison officers during 2008-2011 and onwards on the basis of need. In 2012, trainings for the medical staff of prisons were carried out for detection of injuries. 
Information and training days are held for stakeholders, including representatives of local governments, victim support specialists, healthcare employees, the police and the Prosecutor’s Office. The aim of these activities is to ensure the maximum possible efficiency of assistance and solutions in the cases of close relationship violence.

Victim support specialists also organise seminars and trainings about gender based violence, dating violence for young people and child abuse to social workers, child protection specialists and also in schools and kindergartens.

In Estonia there is a low threshold for assistance of victims - they are treated with dignity and respect no matter whether or not they participate in the criminal proceedings. All persons who have fallen victim to negligence, mistreatment or physical, mental or sexual abuse, i.e. all those to whom suffering or injury have been caused, are entitled to victim support.
Victims of violence against women receive help from women’s shelters – currently there are 11 such shelters in Estonia – the 12th shelter is in the process of establishment. These institutions give support, including psychological, social, legal counselling and accommodation. The shelters are run by NGOs and financed mostly by the State through the Gambling Tax Foundation. A nation-wide free helpline for women experiencing violence, originally launched by the Estonian Women’s Shelters Union in 2008, is continuously operating.
For victims of crime, compensation is available, paid in case of serious damage to health or a health disorder. In 2012, about 200 persons received compensation, averaging 1100 euros per person. The victim and his or her family members are also entitled to compensation for the cost of psychological care. In 2012, the costs of psychological treatment were compensated in the amount of 40 267 euros for 274 applicants.
As a procedural guarantee, in order to ensure children’s rights during interrogation, according to the Estonian Code of Criminal Procedure, victim support specialists, among certain other specialists, have the right to participate when the police are interrogating children who have been exposed to domestic violence and sexual violence. Victim support specialists also provide initial help and counselling in crisis situations for the family of the victim or people who have witnessed a crime.
Mr Chairperson, distinguished members of the committee, I would now consider the efforts of Estonia taken to fight against trafficking in human beings. 

As a considerable step forward, since April 2012, trafficking in human beings is criminalized as a distinct provision in Penal Code. The definition of the crime now fully corresponds to the respective UN Palermo protocol. Additional elements of human trafficking offences were regulated with the amendments. This overall improves and extends the fight against trafficking in human beings, including, for example, in regard to forced labour and begging. The Ministry of Justice received a White Ribbon award from the Estonian Women's Associations Roundtable for their work As an acknowledgement for the work on the draft act amending the human trafficking legislation, including cooperation with a variety of stakeholders in the drafting process.
As a result of the legal amendments, new procedural guidelines regarding cooperation between the different stakeholders in fighting human trafficking are being developed. Guidelines of the referral and aiding victims are in the process of reviewing and updating.

The national Development Plan for Reducing Violence for years 2010-2014, mentioned earlier, also includes several activities for preventing trafficking in human beings. In 2012 Ministry of Social Affairs developed samples of training programmes on trafficking in human beings  for different target groups, including law enforcement personnel. 
As an efficient measure to prevent trafficking and protect the victims, a helpline for the prevention of human trafficking and counselling, run by the NGO Living for Tomorrow, is financed by the Ministry of Social Affairs. The helpline has been working since 2008. 671 persons received help from the helpline in 2012. A nationwide helpline for children 116 111 has also continued work for the purpose of increasing the children's sense of security and possibilities to get help and support.
The Ministry of Social Affairs continues to fund NGO-s that provide services and councelling for victims of trafficking. As mentioned earlier, services are available for all victims despite their status in criminal proceedings. In 2012, 22 trafficking victims were identified and aided by the victim support organizations. 
Human trafficking continues to be a priority for the Criminal Police. As criminal justice responses, in 2012 the number of cases registered under trafficking provisions was 32, the number of persons convicted in 2012 was 31 - 18 male, 13 female. Courts can apply extended confiscation with regard to such crimes. We acknowledge that international cooperation with the law enforcement authorities of other countries also plays a significant role in the prevention of human trafficking.

As an awareness-raising measure, the notification campaigns and informational materials have been provided for specific target groups and the general public in order to inform people about trafficking in human beings as a problem and of the possibilities to receive support.
As a significant contribution to the fight against human trafficking, in 2013-2015 Estonia will be carrying out activities in the framework of the Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2009-2014 programme „Domestic and Gender-Based Violence“ for the prevention and tackling of gender based violence through the reduction of gender-based violence and supporting of the victims of trafficking. The activities aim at improving the quality of services provided to victims and continuing to raise awareness through public awareness campaigns. Studies will be carried out to further map the trafficking phenomenon and provide analysis for future actions. 

To conclude my statement, please allow me to express again our sincere cooperative spirit in answering your following questions as thoroughly as we can. 
Thank you for your kind attention!
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