[image: image1.jpg]Opinion regarding the implementation of United Nations Convention on the

Rights of Persons with Disabilities towards the children/ adults with Autism

Spectrum Disorder in Republic of Lithuania

Association “Kitoks vaikas” is Lithuanian NGO, representing interests of the families,
growing children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

We would like to state that the situation in our country remains mostly unsatisfactory, children and
families are mostly not receiving efficient protection, non-discrimination and efficient care from the
State.

The Article 5 of the Convention is still not applicable in Lithuania: children with ASD are not getting
access to pre-school education and secondary education on the same ground as their peers.

As regarding Article 7 of the Convention, the current actions/ inaction of Lithuanian state are not in the
best interest of the children.

The State presently fails to provide early screening and diagnostic of ASD, and thus the disability remains
underdiagnosed and underreported. The proper statistics is presently not collected, contrary to the
obligations in Article 31.

The Lithuanian State currently fails to recognize and deploy the scientifically substantiated methods for
early intervention via structured teaching of the children with ASD, thus depriving them (and their
families) the possibilities of inclusive education, independent living and integration into community.

All the burden of the care of growing the disabled child is shifted onto the families, thus depriving them
of their basic rights according to Article 23.

The State is not contributing to awareness of the society regarding the ASD. This is presently done by
families, NGOs, independent scientists and media.

It is presently not yet recognized by the State that the children with ASD are entitled to receive different,
specialized type of education as per Article 24. As the result, such education is presently not provided.
The tendency is to lock the autistic children into the institutions for education of the children with other
forms of mental retardation. There is no recognition that such environment is unsuitable for the children
with ASD and doing them harm instead of good. It later mostly leads to institualization and medication of
adolescents & growth adults with ASD.

Basis of above, we would like to express our opinion that Lithuanian state presently fails to fulfil it‘s
obligations according to Convention as regarding people with ASD.

The situation should be changed.

Our proposed course of action for Lithuanian state would be:
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To implement early compulsory population-wide diagnostic screening of the children at the age of 2 -
2,5 based on internationally acknowledged screening toll (like M-Chat test or similar) to identify
toddlers with risk of ASD

The purpose of the screening should be the early diagnosis with the clearly-stated purpose of early
behavioral intervention

To conduct the State-sponsored valid well-structured epidemiologic survey to asses true prevalence
and incidence of ASD.

To recognize the internationally accepted data that the early intervention via structured teaching
(ABA, PECS, TEACCH or in combinations) saves lives of the children and in many cases allows complete
inclusion

To recognize that inclusion of people with ASD into society is feasible for the State

To recogaize the needs of trained professionals for such services and to prepare them via State
education system

To recognize the costs of such system and to provide adequate State funding for State-sponsored
bodies; also to allow private providers to participate on a level ground basis

To raise the awareness of the society via the State communication channels and media. To raise the
awareness/ level of preparedness of medical and education professionals via adequate training

To prepare the action plans for older children, adolescents and grown adults with ASD in a due time.
To appoint single coordinating body with broad powers/ adequate funding to deal with the problems
of people (children first) with ASD in Lithuania.
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