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  	 Distinguished Chair, 
   	Dear Committee Members, 

    	In the Republic of North Macedonia, respecting the rights of the child is of highest priority, and a comprehensive multi-sectoral approach is applied so as to ensure the protection of children's rights.
   	 In order to promote the overall position of children in the Republic of North Macedonia, a process supported by the Delegation of the European Union for the re-establishment of a national mechanism for monitoring the implementation    of the Convention on the Rights of the Child has been initiated. 
    	In the Republic of North Macedonia, the National Coordinating Body for the Prevention and Protection of Children against Abuse and Neglect has been operational since 2017, which was established by the Government and which has representatives from all relevant stakeholders in this area. A National Strategy for the Prevention and Protection of Children from Violence (2020-2025) and an Action Plan (2020-2022) were adopted in accordance with all relevant international documents, legislation and regulations. 
      	  In the area of ​​prevention of violence against children, continuous preventive activities are carried out through the organizational units for prevention of the Ministry of Interior, in primary and secondary schools to improve the overall and personal safety in the educational institutions, to reduce all forms of violence between students, detect children at risk, build trust between the students and the police, and develop mutual cooperation, as well as activities aimed at increasing the awareness of children and their parents about the safe use of the Internet and social networks.
Through the project "Police treatment of victims of crimes", trainings were carried out with 3000 police officers from the uniformed and criminal police. 

	In order to act in a coordinated manner regarding the fight against trafficking in children, the National Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in Children 2021-2025 and the Operational Plan for Combating Trafficking in Children 2021-2022 have been adopted. 
 	Mobile teams for the identification of vulnerable categories, including victims of human trafficking, have been established by the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy. During the first half of 2022, 7 female victims were identified, of which 6 were children aged 14-17. Three (3) children have been provided with accommodation at the Center for victims of human trafficking. 
In order to protect the rights of children, the capacities of the Ombudsman as a national institution for human rights have been strengthened, with special emphasis on the protection of children's rights through the establishment of a special department for monitoring the situation and protecting the rights of the children.

Within the Judicial Reform Strategy 2017-2022, a Draft Law on Justice for Children has been drafted in which EU directives have been transposed relating to the procedural protection of children who are suspected or accused in criminal proceedings, and for establishing minimum standards for the rights, support, and protection of victims of crime;

	In order to reduce poverty, in particular child poverty, reform of the social and child protection system has been implemented.
The reform has introduced the Minimum Guaranteed Income, which significantly increased the transfers to families with low or no income. Universal child allowance was also introduced (both for families with low income and for the beneficiaries of the Guaranteed Minimum Assistance), by which the number of children benefiting from this right has increased from 3724 to 21886 children. 
The education supplement for children in primary and secondary education was introduced (as support to families with low income in covering the costs of education) and thus, the number of children beneficiaries of this right increased from 3800 to 28749 children. 
The right to a special allowance is used by 6523 children with disabilities. Thirty five (35) daycare centers for children with disabilities have been developed, which are visited by 400 children with disabilities; the service for personal assistance has been established, which is used by 246 people, and the service for assistance and care in the home for children and persons with disabilities, which has 513 beneficiaries.  
  	The development of a design for the establishment of a Register for children and persons with disabilities is underway, and it should be completed by the end of 2022. 
With intensive cooperation with the Delegation of the European Union and external consultants, in February 2022, the preliminary design for the thorough reconstruction of the Institute for the Rehabilitation of Children and Youth in Skopje has been completed, which envisages that the institution will grow into a contemporary center for early identification and intervention, with day-centers, professional rehabilitation, and a center for respite family care. The reconstruction is envisaged to commence in 2023, with financing from the European Union and co-financing from the national budget. 
The development of modern policies for children with disabilities is also visible through the introduction of the International Classification of Functioning in the assessment of children with disabilities. The application of the International Classification has commenced, extensive changes have been made to the legal framework (laws and bylaws); the process includes the establishment of professional bodies - services for functional assessment and strengthening of their capacities. So far, such professional bodies have been opened in Skopje (2), Bitola, Strumica, Gostivar, and the establishment of such assessment bodies in Veles, Ohrid and Shtip is in the final phase. The reform is jointly implemented by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education and Science. This methodology assesses the strengths of children and young people, and respects the human rights of every person with a disability. 

The Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, through the Ministry of Health, with the aim of ensuring early detection of diseases in newborns, infants and young children, implements the "Program for Active Healthcare of Mothers and Children" as well as the "Strategy for Safe Motherhood". As a result of the implementation of the activities from these documents, the state records improvement in the health of mothers and newborns, as well as a reduction in the mortality of premature babies and newborns. The perinatal mortality rate has decreased from 16.0 in 2016 to 9.2 in 2021. 

Starting from the academic year 2021/2022, the Government has granted funds for the employment of 500 educational assistants in teaching, by providing 216 million denars in order to support teachers working with disabeled students, whereas the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy made legal changes and amendments  that resulted in reducing the limit for using personal assistant services from 18 year olds to 6 year olds, which gave way to the inclusion of disabled children in the regular education system and in the society as a whole. Moreover, funds have been provided for the employment of additional 225 educational assistants, for the academic year 2022/2023, consequently, the total number of educational assistants for the new academic year shall be 725. 

In accordance with the new Law on Primary Education, the 5 specialized schools have been transformed into Primary Schools with Resource Centers; whereas the specialized classes (23 in total) have been converted into Support Centers. 
426 scholarships have been awarded to children with special educational needs, regular students in the first and second grade who regularly attend primary education within the project "Be IN, be INclusive, be INcluded" financed by the European Union Delegation. An additional 13 sensory rooms were provided in 13 schools, 8 inclusive playgrounds in school yards, 1 sensory garden, 1 electric transporter for climbing stairs, including didactic materials and assistive technology for 5 schools, with the support of the same project.
	
All these interventions, in line with the the legislative changes, ensured conditions for transformation, building capacities of both teachers and students with special educational needs and raising public awareness, have contributed to an increased number of students with special educational needs in the regular education system. According to the data from the electronic system of the Ministry of Education and Science for this school year, there are a total of 911 students with special educational needs in the regular education system, whereas,  a total of 381 students were included in the Resource Centers.

The Ministry of Education and Science works intensively on creating programs and public policies for the representation of the Roma community and the integration of Roma students in the education system. For this purpose, the ROM program (Roma Educational Mediators) was established to support the primary education of Roma. They operate on local level in 26 municipalities and in over 85 primary schools.

Scholarships are also provided for Roma community students enrolled in the first year at the secondary vocational schools and other secondary schools. The Ministry of Education and Science provided 891 scholarships for Roma high school students for the academic year 2021/2022 (or more than 2/3 of the total number of Roma high school students in the Republic of North Macedonia) as stipulated in the Law on Student Standards. The overall funds are provided by the Ministry of Education and the Program for the Support of Secondary Education of Roma. This ensures continuity and increases the number of Roma in secondary schools by more than 60% and consequently, it reduces the dropout rate of Roma secondary school students while ensuring higher rate of Roma students who completed secondary education.

The coverage of children in preschool education in the Republic of North Macedonia for children aged 0-6 is currently 32.4%, whereas the coverage of children aged 3-6 is 45.2%. Due to the increase in the number of children in preschool education, the state constantly invests in increasing the number of kindergartens as well as improving the conditions in the existing kindergartens. The goal is to include 60% of children from 3 to 6 years of age in preschool education by the end of 2024. In terms of increasing the accessibility and availability of preschool education, we made legislative changes of the Law on Child Protection, due to which there are no longer special groups for children with disabilities, but rather the children are included in regular educational groups.

From September 2022 onwards, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, in cooperation with the National Union of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, shall organize sign language trainings for employees in pre-school institutions. These trainings are especially targeted at employees care givers for children with hearing imparements.
In order to support parents to receive timely and quality guidance on how to raise healthy children and prodigies, in addition to the numerous ongoing activities (such as parenting programs and the development of Bebbo Parenting app) UNICEF has provided technical support for the development of a National Parenting Strategy and Action Plan. The strategy is developed in close cooperation with three key ministries, the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education and Science.
In the context of the implementation of the deinstitutionalization process, more than 60% of the National Strategy for Deinstitutionalization has been implemented so far, in terms of the transfer of beneficiaries, capacity building of the professionals and in providing coordinated care at the local level.

As a result of these processes, in the Republic of North Macedonia currently there are no children under the age of 18 placed in any institution. All child care facilities have been completely transformed and family care conditions have been provided for all 186 children under the age of 18.


Intensive work is being carried out to promote and strengthen the foster care through activities aimed at providing new as well as supporting the existing foster families. A novelty in this area has been the opening of three foster families support centers, which promote foster care service, as well as prepare, assess and support existing foster families in order for them to r, spond to the individual needs of children. The three foster families support centers  provide this service to 327 foster families, that in turn, provide care for a total of 559 beneficiaries.

The Ministry of Labour and Social Policy is responsible for the social protection of at-risk groups of citizens and has been the main actor in the protection of children at risk, especially of street children, by supporting and strengthening their parents, as a special target group by building  their capacities.
In order to improve the situation and mutual coordination  of interinstitutional activities and their responsibilitiy in relation to street children, with the technical support of the UNDP Office in Skopje, a new multi-sectoral protocol for dealing with street children and referral of street children is currently being developed.
Finally, we must emphasize that the future of any society depends on its ability to ensure well-being of the next generation of children. For this purpose, the needs of children shall continue to be our main guidance in the decision making and the policy making processes which are the building blocks of the future of our society.

               Before concluding, allow me to introduce the members of our Delegation.
· Jovanka Trenchevska, Minister of Labor and Social Policy, Head of delegation
· Teuta Agai-Demjaha, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of North Macedonia in Geneva
· Natasha Dimeska, Chief of Staff, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy
· Elka Todorova, Head of Department, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy
· Elena Zdravkovska, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
· Tanja Kikerekova, Head of Department, Ministry of Justice
· Violeta Trpchevska, Ministry of Internal Affairs
· Biljana Jeremic, Ministry of Internal Affairs
· Boris Palcheski, Ministry of Internal Affairs
· Apostol Simovski, Director of the State Statistics Office
· Arabella Ilyaz, Ministry of Education and Science
· Mihajlo Kostovski, Ministry of Health
· Aleksandar Trajkoski, Permanent Mission of North Macedonia in Geneva
· Olivia Dimova, conference interpreter
· Ida Blazevska, conference interpreter
I hope that we will be able to respond to all of your questions. 
Thank you.
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