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Havana, December 13, 2021

Contribution    of the experiences developed by the Cuban Association of Animal Production (ACPA), in function of the fulfillment of the Convention of the rights of the child.

In Cuba, compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child is given the highest priority, from all sectors of society. In this sense, the Cuban Association of Animal Production (ACPA), a non-governmental organization that is part of the more than 120 organizations of the Cuban Civil Society, which was founded in 1974 and on January 31, 1981, registered in the registry National Association of Associations, in volume 1, folio 78, file no. 131001496 of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Cuba, which has its own legal personality, has consultative status with ECOSOC and has a national character, made up of 12 national companies, which function as an adjunct body of the ACPA, which represents them for all purposes legal in the national and international order, it is also made up of 16 provincial branches and more than 3,000 grassroots bodies. Our association carries out important work in the interest of fulfilling the rights of girls and boys.
Our main objective is "To contribute with actions, experiences and resources, to sustainable human and technical productive development in the sphere of animal production and industry".
With a policy aimed at:
• Carry out actions of greater benefit and social and productive impact
• Transparent, participatory and flexible management
• Appreciation of the work of women and young people to expand their leadership role in the management and other activities of the Association
• Evaluation and stimulation for the results and merits achieved
• Promotion of sustainable agricultural production
As part of this Association policy and based on the social and cultural component, in our strategic objectives, objective number five is aimed at: Consolidating the image of the ACPA and its social interaction, contributing to the livestock culture and as a result of said objective, the number 3, is projected to promote in the new generations love and dedication to animal production and industry in the Base Bodies, the Agricultural Polytechnic Institutes, the Universities and in the productive base itself.
For which the 12 Societies that make up our association at all levels, (National and Provincial), organize and promote the participation of children and young people in all the activities they organize, among which are.
The more than 100 Circles of Interest that have operated over the last 12 years, in nursery schools, primary and secondary schools, throughout the country, in close connection with the Ministry of Education, aimed at promoting the breeding of productive animals in patios, plots, educational centers and others, always ensuring compliance with the five freedoms for animal welfare, in accordance with Decree-Law 31/2021 "On Animal Welfare and stimulating love and care for the environment, preservation of soil, water and air, as premises to face climate change and make livestock systems more resilient, as part of the State Plan " Task Life ".
In line with the National Plan for Food Sovereignty and Nutrition Education, work is being done on educating the new generations in the production of healthy, safe food with fair prices, with the precept of clean production from the field to the table.
The livestock culture is stimulated and the rodeo is promoted as a sporting activity and show, always in the interest of stimulating in children and young people the love towards livestock and developing skills in livestock work and seeking permanence in this important sector for the country.
It has worked steadily for more than 25 years in educating new generations on the importance of conserving and preserving our animal genetic and phytogenetic resources, in an increasingly globalized world, where the use of chemicals and transgenic foods looking for yields and profits and environmental damage is not taken into account. For which we have 165 gene reserve reserves throughout the country, where training activities related to the management and breeding of animals of the different productive species are carried out.
An example of our actions are the activities carried out by our 16 provincial subsidiaries, such is the case of the Havana Branch, among which we can highlight.
The operation of 3 circles of interest, poultry, rabbit and large livestock, which operate in the Central Palace of Pioneros "Ernesto Che Guevara", in Lenin Park.
- The participation of children in the festivals of knowledge, held in primary schools in the municipalities of Playa, Plaza and Marianao.
- Participation in 3 workshops on the environment held at the National Museum of Natural History •  ”Felipe Poey”.
- Visits made to farms of leading producers, where base bodies of our association that are of national reference are located, there were practical demonstrations of the management of birds, in the “La China” farm and of small livestock (sheep and goats ), in the basic unit of cooperative production "La Victoria".
- The Cuban Society of Poultry Producers (SOCPA),  maintains systematic attention to the Circle of Interest of the Ernesto Guevara Palace of Pioneers, guaranteeing them audiovisual means, supplies and materials for the best operation of the same. Didactic works are carried out by means of the elaboration of different videos, programs and interactive computer games.
Another of our Subsidiaries with outstanding work in the interest of complying with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, is that of Villa Clara, where to stimulate and promote work with the young relay, we work with the circles of interest that work in all the municipalities of the territory and which are directed by specialists from each of the twelve societies.
Meetings are held periodically in the farms of the purebred breeders (gene reserve preserves) and in the livestock fairs, in all this movement the different productive forms participate, companies of the Ministry of Agriculture and of the Higher Development Organizations Economic (OSDEs), at all levels, the Geomining Company of the Center, the Central University "Martha Abreu", the Research Centers of the province with an agricultural profile such as the Institute for tropical food research (INIVIT) and the Provincial Company of artificial insemination.
The ACPA affiliate in Santi Spiritus, developed for several years, the international cooperation project "Development Support for the Rescue of Livestock Traditions in Boys and Girls", which was financed by the NGO Socorro Popular Francés. The project included the fitting out and equipping of a classroom for training, repairs to the facilities that exist in the “Delio Luna Echemendía” Fairgrounds, including the Rodeo and Judging Tracks, cattle stables and others.
The objective of the project was to strengthen the vocational work of infants descendants of livestock families, to support the rescue of traditions, arts and crafts typical of livestock in the region, as well as sports and equestrian arts.
The actions were aimed at promoting personal, social and cultural values ​​and were supported by glories of the Cuban rodeo, prominent ranchers, the family and the community. At the beginning, a group of 20 boys and 7 girls was formed, until more than 80 from the entire province between 5 and 14 years of age participated.
The main activities included visits to livestock production centers, schools, dairy farms, leading livestock companies, artificial insemination center and others that from research and teaching allow the agricultural development of the region. Likewise, farms and cooperatives that have accompanied the work and support the learning actions of the boys and girls.
The livestock fairs have been an important factor in the development of the activities and the visualization of the project by allowing the direct participation of the small cowboys in the activities carried out, as well as the Organization of Pioneers "José Martí" (OPJM), and the student groups of the province and the National Association of Small Farmers (ANAP).
We worked in 22 Circles of Interest of Rabbits, Beekeeping, Breeding of ornamental fish, Veterinary medicine and others with a stable enrollment that exceeded 345 participants.
Among the most significant results of the project was the direct incorporation of 16 students, to technical careers related to Veterinary Zootechnics and Agronomy in the Polytechnics of the territory, as a result of the alliances signed between the Department of Technical Education of the Ministry of Education and the project. Many of these young people once graduated, were linked to work in different productive forms of the agricultural sector of the territory and today they continue their University studies to train as veterinarians and agricultural engineers.
In the 6 years of life of the project, 2 National Festivals of Livestock Traditions were held, with the participation of children from other provinces such as Villa Clara, Havana, Mayabeque, Pinar del Río, Ciego de Ávila and Camagüey.
The “En Marcha Pioneril” Newscast from Centro Visión Yayabo was held, a multi-award-winning program in national and provincial Radio festivals and other audiovisual events with children as protagonists.
The ACPA has maintained a systematic work with girls, boys and adolescents from vulnerable and less favored communities. Among the initiatives carried out is that of the town of Itabo in the municipality of Cabaiguán. It was exchanged with boys, girls and young people, to achieve their participation in fairs and rodeos that take place in the territory. It was evidenced that the children who participated in the projects promoted by the ACPA were reintegrated into teaching activities, improved their social behavior and their integration into the work of the community.
Another example of the association's work in vulnerable and less favored communities has been developed by the Santiago de Cuba Branch, which maintains arduous work with girls and boys, in the Segundo Frente municipality, which has contributed significantly to the improvement of their social behavior, their discipline, punctuality, in addition to the creation and stimulation of habits related to the management and breeding of animals, teamwork, stimulation of values ​​such as solidarity, companionship, love of the country, livestock and their community. This has favored the reduction of the exodus of young people to the cities, achieving that many of its members, upon reaching their majority, start working in the livestock sector.

As has been seen in this tight synthesis, the Cuban Association of Animal Production has developed and maintains in its strategic projection, a systematic work with girls, boys and adolescents, in keeping with the priority given in Cuba to the fulfillment of the Children's rights convention.
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