September 8th, 2024 
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 89th Session 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Dear Members of the CEDAW Committee,
Subject: Urgent Request for Enhanced Support and Action for Victims of Crime in Japan
I am the founder of Warriors Japan, established in 2002, which has spent the past 22 years assisting victims of crime, especially women and children affected by United States military personnel. We have identified critical gaps in the support provided to these victims  and urgently seek your intervention.
Specifically, we request:
· Access to 24-hour support centers to provide immediate assistance to victims that have availability of forensic test kits to ensure timely evidence collection with world standard practices. 
· Access to victim support services for mental health and recovery needs.
· Addressing police harassment of victims to ensure respectful and fair treatment.
· Adequate compensation for victims, for reparation from the Japanese government.
Furthermore, we are deeply concerned about an ongoing case involving a minor abused by United States military servicemen. We believe that the current response has failed to respect and protect the victim's dignity. 
The lack of effective support and communication from both the Japanese and United States governments has led to a situation where victims feel their voices are ignored. We therefore urge the CEDAW Committee to consider sending a Special Rapporteur to Japan to engage directly with the victims to  facilitate discussions to address their immediate needs. We hope that your intervention will help ensure that these voices are heard and that appropriate measures are taken to uphold justice and support.
I would also like to bring to your attention the 2007 recommendations from the UN Committee Against Torture to Japan. These recommendations called for the establishment of 24-hour crisis centers, comprehensive education, and accountability for those failing to assist victims.  We have seen progress in 
Additionally, the recommendations noted that the Japanese government, as a state party, was five years overdue in responding to the 2000 report.
We have observed progress in the establishment of centers for victims; however, these centers still fall short of international standards. Many victims continue to find it challenging to access these services and receive the proper care needed to support their recovery and resilience. Furthermore, victims are being systematically denied the chance to have their cases heard in court, leading to profound disillusionment with the legal system and a stark denial of justice and reparation for the severe crimes committed against them. Additionally, in a documented case, a perpetrator fled the country during the court trial, leaving the victim, without assistance from the Japanese government, to search for the perpetrator on her own. We urgently need your assistance to address these critical issues.
Attached to this letter, we have included a video detailing the list of crimes and specific cases to provide further context to our concerns
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Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.
Sincerely,
Catherine Jane Fisher
Warriors Japan
I Am Jane 
Founder 
warriors.japan@gmail.com 

