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Excellency,

I wish to inform you that the Committee on the Ehation of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination, in the course of its°8dession, considered the follow-up report
submitted by the Government of Ireland, pursuantRide 65(1) of the Rules of
Procedure of the Committee.

The Committee welcomes the timely submission ofrépert, in response to its
request to receive information within one year dre timplementation of the
recommendations contained in paragraphs 11, 12arib 16 of the Concluding
Observations (CERD/C/IRL/CO/3-4), adopted followitig consideration of the State
party’s combined third and fourth periodic repattsing its 78' session in March 2011.

The Committee appreciates the opportunity provitteaontinue its dialogue
with the State party, and would like to draw theat&tparty’s attention to the
observations mentioned below. The Committee requbstt comments and responses
on actions taken by the State party on these idsedacluded in its firth to seventh
periodic reports to be submitted in a single doaunby 28 January 2014.

Paragraph 11 of the Concluding Observations. The Committee thanks the
State party for the information provided and regmeawmore information about the
merger of the Equality Authority and the Human Reg@ommission, and the functions
as well as financial resources to be allocatedhiriew body. The Committees would
welcome further information on the role of the nbady in promoting and protecting
all human rights, including its role in addressiagial discrimination in light of the
abolition of the Human Rights Commission.

His Excellency

Ambassador Gerard Corr

Permanent Representative of Ireland
to the United Nations Office

and Specialized institutions at Geneva
Fax: +41 22 733 50 09
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Paragraph 12 of the Concluding Observations. The Committee asks for
further information on the national discussion regeg the ethnicity of Travellers and
its prospective timeframe. The Committee recallseoagain to the State party that the
identification of individuals as belonging to pattiar racial or ethnic groups shall be
based on self-identification by individuals conaan The Committee reiterates its
recommendation that the State party ensure thatTtheeller community is fully
involved in its efforts towards recognizing Traee as an ethnic group. The
Committee also encourages the State party to shekeafrom the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights on this issue.

Paragraph 15 of the Concluding Observations: The Committee requests the
State party to ensure that the new immigration pagwides migrants with fundamental
safeguards, including the right to appeal admiaiste decisions in courts. The
Committee welcomes the passing of the CriminalideigFemale Genital Mutilation)
Bill prohibiting this harmful practice and allowinpe prosecution of residents who
commit this offence abroad. The Committee urgesStiade party to ensure that this law
is in line with international human rights instrum& The Committee finally
underscores, noting there have been new developrsarge the Research into Racism
and the Criminal Law, the importance of amending Brohibition of Incitement to
Hatred Act of 1989 in order to include new formsra€ism and incitement to hatred,
including through the internet. The Committee akscalls the importance of reflecting
the seriousness of racist elements in crimes threggropriate sentencing practices.

Paragraph 16 of the Concluding Observations. The Committee thanks the
State party for the information provided.

Rest assured, Excellency, that the Committee Idoksard to continuing its

constructive dialogue with the Government of Irelawith a view to providing it with
assistance in its efforts to ensure the effectivelémentation of the Convention.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of ghes$ti consideration.

Alexei Avtonomov
Chair
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimiroati



