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Thank you, Madam Chair,
Dear Colleagues, 
Honourable Head of the Delegation of Republic of Korea, Mr. Yeom Min Seob, the Director General, Bureau of Policy for Persons with Disabilities, of the Ministry of Health and Welfar, 
May I begin my opening remarks by warmly welcoming the high-level delegation of  the Republic of Korea to the constructive dialog with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the United Nations!
I would like to thank the State Party for their comprehensive combined second and third periodic reports, and replies to the list of issues, raised by the Committee.
May I also warmly welcome the organisations of persons with disability of  Republic of Korea and all persons with disabilities of Republic of Korea that are joining us today in this room in Palais Nations or are watching the dialogue online. 
I appreciate the quality of alternative reports of the organisations of persons with disability of Republic of Korea , provided to the Committee.
 I must extend warm appreciation to the Human Rights Commission of the Republic of Korea for its very comprehensive report on human rights situation of persons with disabilities.
the Committee acknowledges receipt of the additional State party report, which covers 2019 - 2022 and provides supplementary responses to the Committee's List of issues, unfortunately it was received on 22 August 2022, which was very close to the dialogue and not all Committee members were able to read it, therefore, some questions may refer to the main State party report and not take into account the updated information.

It is indeed my great pleasure to assume the role of Committee’s country co-rapporteur for Republic of Korea, together with my colleague Ms. Gertrude Fefoame. 

I’d like to commend the Government of Republic of Korea and acknowledge its efforts and measures taken to implement the Convention including the recommendations issued by the committee since its previous concluding observations, particularly, the initiation of the procedure of the ratification  of  the Optional Protocol of the convention, starting from December 2021 which  is currently pending before the National Assembly.  There is a need to accelerate the process and finalize the adoption. 
The amendment of the Act on Welfare of Persons with Disabilities in July 2019the and revision of Disability Grading System, though it still needs to be made fully complying with the Convention,
And the adoption of the Fifth Comprehensive Policy Plans for Persons with Disabilities (2018-2022 that is the most fundamental national action plan for persons with disabilities,
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, on my capacity of a co-rapporteur of the report  of  the Republic of Korea, I would like to draw your attention to some critical issues, as regards the implementation of the Convention.
Although state party has taken legislative measures, it seems that still some disability-related legislations and policies have not yet been fully brought into line with the Convention, including revised definitions of disability based on   medical model in the Act on Welfare of Persons with Disabilities and disability assessment system in relation to the eligibility criteria for accessing necessary services and support measures;
The Act on the Prohibition of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, Remedy against Infringement of their Rights, cannot effectively respond to multiple and intersectional forms of discrimination faced by women with disabilities, migrants with disabilities, LGBTI persons with disabilities and HIV infected persons;
The fact that children with disabilities are exposed to higher rates of violence than other children and the lack of data and initiatives on protection from prevention of abuse targeting children with disabilities; 
Discriminatory attitudes, negative stereotypes, prejudices, as well as hate and demeaning expressions towards persons with disabilities, including autistic persons and persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities among politicians. 
Moreover, deeply concerned about the lack of progress made to abolish the guardianship system and substituted decision-making regime, which fully restricts the person’s legal capacity and grants the guardian with comprehensive rights to representation, and at the lack of a time frame to completely replace that regime with supported decision-making systems.
Continuous institutionalisation of persons with disabilities and the minimal effort being made towards inclusion of persons with disabilities in the community.
Students with disabilities continue to experience isolation and seclusion within inclusive schools and that segregated education persists;
Further I would also like to urge the issues, faced by women and girls with disabilities in Republic of Korea, however, due to the time limits, I will leave it for my colleagues for the later segment of the dialog.

Before finalising my statement i would be happy to say that   the republic of Korea has very active and strong organizations of persons with disabilities and high level of expertise on rights of persons with disabilities from organizations of people with disabilities.  I strongly encourage  the government of Republic of Korea to closely consult and actively involve these organizations in your reform agenda. 
I find the constructive dialog between the CRPD Committee and the State Party is a great opportunity to identify all issues, that must be addressed as regards the full recognition of all human rights for persons with disabilities in Republic of Korea. 
I look forward to the fruitful and constructive dialogue today and tomorrow. 

