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Government of Kiribati
Statement on CRPD Initial Review Report 
(To be delivered by Head of Delegation: Mrs Kaaro Neeti Secretary for Ministry of Justice 18 August 2025)
Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Kam na bane ni Mauri — warm greetings from Kiribati.
It is an honour for me, on behalf of the Government of Kiribati, to present our Report under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). As a small island developing state, deeply vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, we welcome the recent advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice, which amplifies the voices and realities of states like ours — including those of persons with disabilities.
Since ratifying the CRPD in 2013, Kiribati has made steady progress toward promoting disability rights and inclusion. The National Disability Policy 2018–2025 provides the framework for our efforts, with a focus on accessibility, inclusive education, healthcare, employment, and empowerment Mr.
Inclusive Education and Support Services
We are proud of our initiatives to integrate children with disabilities into mainstream education. Through our Inclusive Education Policy, we have trained teachers, developed accessible learning materials, and promoted inclusive teaching practices.
A key institution in this journey is the special school in Tarawa, which serves children with diverse disabilities. It offers:
· Individualised learning and training
· Access to assistive technologies
· Skilled teachers and support personnel
· A nurturing and safe learning environment
This has led to tangible improvements in academic outcomes, self-esteem, peer interaction, and future prospects. However, we acknowledge challenges remain — such as limited resources, infrastructure gaps, and social stigma — which we are committed to addressing.
Partnerships with Organisations of Persons with Disabilities
We highly value our collaboration with Te Toa Matoa, the national organisation of persons with disabilities. Their partnership has been instrumental in:
· Advocating for legislative and policy change
· Delivering community support and outreach
· Raising disability awareness
· Ensuring that persons with disabilities are meaningfully involved in decisions affecting them
This partnership embodies the spirit of "nothing about us without us."
Accessibility and Infrastructure
The Kiribati Building Act 2024 now mandates accessibility standards in all new public buildings. We have also improved access to public spaces, transport, and services through the provision of ramps, accessible toilets, sign language interpretation, and Braille signage.
Social Protection and Health Services
To support individuals unable to work due to significant disabilities, the government introduced a Disability Support Allowance, with 2,569 beneficiaries receiving a total of AUD 10.645 million by 2024.
Our Ministry of Health and Medical Services has enhanced access to healthcare through:
· The Tungaru Rehabilitation Service, providing specialist care and assistive devices
· Inclusion of disability considerations in the Non-Communicable Diseases Program
Employment and Non-Discrimination
Vocational training and employment programs have opened opportunities for persons with disabilities. Our Employment and Industrial Relations Code 2015 prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities in employment settings — a key step toward economic empowerment.
Remaining Challenges and Commitment
While we celebrate progress, we are mindful of ongoing challenges: resource constraints, infrastructure limitations, and social stigma remain barriers. But we remain steadfast in our commitment to uphold the rights, dignity, and full inclusion of persons with disabilities.
Conclusion
We thank the Committee for its continued support and guidance. We look forward to your recommendations, which will help strengthen our implementation of the Convention. Kiribati stands ready to work in partnership — with persons with disabilities, civil society, and international allies — to build a society that is inclusive, just, and accessible for all.
In closing, I offer our traditional blessing:
Mauri – Peace,
Te Raoi – Good Health,
Tabemoa – Prosperity.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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