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Dear Mister President and members of the Committee!
Dear participants!

To begin with, I would like to express my gratitude for the opportunity to address you today. It is a great honour for us to participate in the Dialogue with Ukraine, an important event that marks a new chapter in the protection of human rights and freedoms. 
I, Leonid Tymchenko, the Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, have the honour to lead our delegation. The Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine is the main executive body responsible, among other things, for the development and implementation of state policy in the field of protection of the rights and freedoms of citizens, protection of the interests of society and the state from illegal encroachments and the fight against crime.
Our delegation from the Government of Ukraine is composed of high-level law enforcement officials and technical experts representing authorities involved in the prevention, elimination and punishment for enforced disappearances, as well as support for victims. 
We are honoured to present our efforts in the fight against enforced disappearances. In the midst of an unprovoked war with the russian federation, our country remains committed to human rights principles and today’s Dialogue is an important part of our collective struggle for justice.
Thus, on September 13, 2015, Ukraine became a State Party to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (hereinafter – the Convention), and thus undertook to prevent all unlawful situations related to enforced disappearances in the country, to eradicate and prevent enforced disappearances (in relation to, for example, the search for missing persons; the investigations into disappearances; applicable legislation; registration of persons deprived of their liberty and access to related information; disappearances in the context of migration and trafficking in human beings, etc.).
The aggressive war of the russian federation has brought its own adjustments to Ukraine’s application of the provisions of the Convention, as currently enforced disappearances committed on the sovereign territory of our unitary state, including the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, are related to the armed aggression of the russian federation. 
Yet, despite the challenging times for Ukraine, given that a state of war cannot be invoked as a justification for enforced disappearance (Article 1 of the Convention), we continue to comply with our international obligations, feeling obliged to promote universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms and to ensure their observance. 
Ukraine, as a State Party, takes measures to ensure the uniform application of the Convention throughout the territory within its internationally recognised borders. It makes every effort to prevent any violations of the Convention, including in the territories controlled by the aggressor state or its state bodies, occupation forces or occupation administrations (this applies to the territories of the Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia, Kherson, Kharkiv regions, as well as the territory of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the city of Sevastopol).
The Ukrainian State, for its part, ensures that all reports of unlawful acts as defined in Article 2 of the Convention, deliberately committed by representatives of the occupation administration of the russian federation, consisting of its state bodies and structures functionally responsible for the management of the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, and representatives of self-proclaimed bodies controlled by the russian federation that have usurped the exercise of power in the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine, are promptly, thoroughly and impartially recorded and properly investigated, with all perpetrators identified and brought to justice, and, if found guilty by a court, punished in accordance with the gravity of their actions. 
Our state is taking and will continue to take all the necessary measures to address the issues related to the protection of all persons from enforced disappearances. Therefore, Article 3 of the Convention is reflected in Article 5 of the Law of Ukraine “On the Legal Status of Persons Gone Missing under Special Circumstances”, stipulating that the Ukrainian State is obliged to take all possible measures to trace a person missing in special circumstances. The Law also implements Article 4 of the Convention on the Implementation of Enforced Disappearance as an Offence in National Criminal Law (Article 146-1 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine).
Recognising the extreme gravity of enforced disappearances, which constitute a crime and, under certain circumstances defined in international law as a crime against humanity, and given, in particular, the abovementioned, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the Law of Ukraine on Ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court on August 21, 2024. In order to implement the Rome Statute, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted in the first reading a draft law that would add articles to the Criminal Code on crimes against humanity, which would include enforced disappearance within the meaning of Article 5 of the Convention.
This is a clear signal that Ukraine shares the principles of the rules-based international order and is fully prepared to act in accordance with these principles.
In the context of the war, the efforts of not only national institutions, but also civil society and international organizations to combat enforced disappearances have been consolidated as never before. 
The analytical reports submitted to the Committee by civil society institutions will help to understand the real situation in the context of enforced disappearances in our country. Obviously, according to the content, the main cause of enforced disappearances in Ukraine is the commission of illegal acts by representatives of the armed forces of the aggressor state and the occupation authorities.
Since September 2015, law enforcement agencies have registered more than 5,000 criminal offences initiated under various articles of the law on criminal liability (under Article 146-1 (Enforced disappearance) and Article 438 (Violation of the laws and customs of war) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine) that are directly related to enforced disappearances, including the deprivation of liberty of more than 14,000 civilians. 
Special attention should be paid to the results of the inquiry conducted by the investigators of the security agencies into the forced transfer of Ukrainian children to the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine in 2022-2024; their deportation to the russian federation and the republic of belarus and the forced granting of russian citizenship; and their placement in russian families and adoption.
Based on the conclusive evidence of illegal activity and under the procedural guidance of the Office of the Prosecutor General, a number of heads of the occupation authorities and two deputies of the state duma of the federal assembly of the russian federation were served notices of charges of committing a criminal offence under part two of Article 28 (Committing a criminal offence by a group of persons by prior conspiracy) and part one of Article 438 (Violation of the laws and customs of war) of the Criminal Code of Ukraine.
In this case, it is extremely important that the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for putin and lvova-Belova, the presidential commissioner for children’s rights, in the case of the illegal transfer and deportation of Ukrainian children by the russian side.
Taking into account the aspiration to meet the requirements of the Convention, properly record and investigate each case of enforced disappearance, Ukraine is taking measures to establish its competence to exercise jurisdiction over the crime of enforced disappearance in each case where this crime was committed on the sovereign territory under the jurisdiction of Ukraine (we are talking about the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine), as well as cases when the disappeared person is a citizen of our state.
Recognizing the right of each person not to be subjected to enforced disappearance and the right of victims to justice and compensation, the prosecutor’s offices of Ukraine, following the pre-trial investigation of the above-mentioned criminal proceedings initiated into enforced disappearance, served 275 persons with notices of suspicion in 137 criminal proceedings, and 119 indictments against 241 persons were sent to bring the perpetrators to justice.
Special Circumstances” introduced the Unified Register of Persons Gone Missing under Special Circumstances, which has been in operation since May 2023. As of today, it contains information on 48,324 such individuals who are currently being sought in order to determine their fate. According to the Central Tracing Agency of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 4,728 people have been confirmed to be in captivity. This is a verified data. The actual number of persons gone missing under special circumstances who have been subjected to enforced disappearance may be much higher.
Accordingly, all of these individuals could potentially be victims of enforced disappearance. On the one hand, the aggressor state does not fulfil its international obligations under the Geneva Conventions (for example, they deny the ICRC access to visit places of detention in the russian federation where missing defenders are held; they seize and hold civilian hostages), this makes it impossible to exert influence on it as a party to the armed conflict, while at the same time, it is not a state party to the Convention. Nevertheless, it is also a member of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Furthermore, russia supported UN General Assembly Resolution 47/133 dated 18 December 1992, adopting by consensus the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which also prohibits enforced disappearance.
According to the data from the Joint Center for Coordination of Search and Liberation of Persons Unlawfully Deprived of Liberty as a Result of Aggression against Ukraine, operating under the Security Service of Ukraine since 2015, measures have been taken to release both captured Ukrainian defenders and illegally detained civilians namely:
in the period before russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine – 3497 people released;
since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by russia, i.e. from 24 February 2022 until now, 3669 people released.
It should be noted that according to the testimonies of persons returned from captivity and illegal detention since the full-scale invasion, more than 90% of such persons were subjected to various forms of violence and torture by representatives of the aggressor state, and in the period before the full-scale invasion, all detainees without exception were subjected to psychological and physical violence.
[bookmark: 5862]Article 29 of the Constitution of Ukraine stipulates that everyone has the right to liberty and personal inviolability. No one may be arrested or held in detention except by a reasoned court decision and only in accordance with the conditions and procedure established by law.
Therefore, Ukraine has established a national preventive mechanism to ensure the effective prevention and elimination of enforced disappearances, which is ensured, inter alia, through the following national preventive measures.
In 109 territorial units of the National Police, the “Custody Records” information subsystem was implemented, being a part of the information and communication system “Information Portal of the National Police of Ukraine”, designed to guarantee the safe stay of detained persons under police control, while ensuring the ability to effectively fight crime without violating human rights through the introduction of electronic recording of information on all actions against persons under police control from the moment of actual detention and placement in a pre-trial detention center or release from custody, as well as the introduction of a mandatory interview (survey) of the detained person and the police officer who carried out the detention.
The peculiarity of the system of automated recording of actions with detained persons is the full interconnection of its constituent elements, such as: ensuring infrastructure conditions in the police unit (an exhaustive list of premises where work with detained and delivered persons is carried out); a system of round-the-clock video surveillance; introduction of the position of a human rights inspector (records all actions with detained persons in the “Custody Records” Information Subsystem); remote external control by authorized officials of the central police authority, as well as storage of information about the detained person’s stay under police control for a long time.
Law of Ukraine No. 3623-IX “On Amendments to the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine to Enhance the Efficiency of the Institution of Officials Responsible for the Stay and Ensuring the Rights of Detainees”, dated March 21, 2024, amended Article 212 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine (hereinafter – the CPC of Ukraine).
In this regard, in accordance with the requirements of Part 1 of Article 212 of the CPC of Ukraine, 76 human rights inspectors have been appointed in the territorial police units that have not implemented the “Custody Records” Information Subsystem.
Furthermore, during the pre-trial investigation, the prosecutor supervises the observance of laws in criminal proceedings, especially in order to prevent violations of essential human rights and freedoms.
It should also be mentioned that in 2018, the State Bureau of Investigation, which is a state law enforcement agency responsible for preventing, detecting, stopping, solving and investigating criminal offences committed, in particular, by law enforcement officers, was established. 
Currently, during the time of crisis for Ukraine, the country has a special responsibility to take strict measures to prevent and eliminate enforced disappearances in accordance with the requirements of the Convention.
The end of the aggressive war of the russian federation will act as the prevention of enforced disappearances in Ukraine, so Ukraine’s strategic goal is a comprehensive, just and sustainable peace in Ukraine for the security of the whole world, which we hope to achieve through the Ukrainian “Peace Formula” initiative put forward by Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the President of Ukraine.

Thank you for your attention!
