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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
	On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to welcome you to the one hundred and forty-second session of the Human Rights Committee. We are pleased that all the annual sessions of the treaty bodies could take place this year despite the current liquidity situation facing the United Nations. In particular, we are encouraged that your one-week working group on communications could take place as originally scheduled. The Office has done its utmost to ensure that your important work can proceed smoothly to the maximum extent possible. 
Your session takes place amidst escalating human rights concerns in the context of widening inequalities throughout the world, war on various continents, and an unprecedented electoral year in which nearly half of the world’s population is called upon to vote. In this regard, I would like to echo the observations made by the High Commissioner in his opening statement at the 57th session of the Human Rights Council. He stated that: “Societies are by nature in constant evolution. But rather than embracing this creatively we see attempts to muzzle freedoms of expression, assembly and association and a free press, including in electoral contexts. Such freedoms are, however, crucial for critical debate, to bring out the best in societies and to find solutions to the manifold problems we face…. Powerful economic and political actors take control of what should be independent State institutions, such as the judiciary or electoral commissions. They silence critical voices and plunder resources purely for their own political and financial gain…” 
The challenges of our era require bodies like this Committee that can challenge the “new normal” of indifference and repression that threaten to erode the foundations of human rights. Your work is essential in ensuring that the voices of the marginalized are heard, that violations are documented, and that State parties are reminded of their obligations under the Covenant. As the High Commissioner has stressed, the world needs a strong human rights ecosystem more than ever, for “human rights are regulators and correctors of power dynamics gone awry”.

Madam Chair, Distinguished Committee Members, 
With respect to developments specifically related to civil and political rights, I would like to bring to your attention several key reports that were considered by the Human Rights Council during its most recent session that ended last Friday, 11 October. The High Commissioner’s report on Terrorism and Human Rights is focused on the increased use of administrative measures in counter-terrorism. As documented in the report, many States have adopted practices such as administrative detention, house arrest, travel bans, mass surveillance, and control orders independent of the pursuit of criminal charges, while others have resorted to far-reaching measures such as the deprivation of nationality in the context of countering terrorism and the placement of individuals or entities on so-called watchlists outside the criminal justice system. 
Many such measures have been brought to the attention of the Committee. In this regard the report drew from the Committee’s recommendations to many States. The report observes that too often these measures, even when presented within an administrative legal framework, resemble criminal sanctions and are accompanied by severe human rights restrictions, effectively constituting a “parallel justice system” without adequate procedural safeguards that is used to shrink civic space and silence dissent. The Committee may find the report’s findings useful in its dialogues with States parties, as it deems appropriate. 
 The Human Rights Council was also presented with a study by OHCHR on the Role of the Rule of Law and Accountability, at the National and International Levels, which emphasizes the critical role of the rule of law and accountability in preventing human rights violations and abuses. It recommended that States strengthen their legislative frameworks, ensure accountability in public power, promote transparency, and adopt inclusive decision-making processes. It urged States to ratify or accede to the core human rights treaties and to grant jurisdiction to human rights treaties bodies to receive complaints by individuals as well as to promptly implement judgments, decisions and Views rendered by international dispute settlement mechanisms, including United Nations human rights treaty bodies, in good faith and in accordance with international law.
The High Commissioner also presented his report on racial justice and equality, in which he highlighted multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination experienced by Africans and people of African descent in various regions – notably as human rights defenders, during interactions with law enforcement and the criminal justice system, and also when exercising their freedom of religion or belief. He concluded that a holistic application of the intersectionality framework can be a game changer to drive how States respond to systemic racism in all areas of life. 
The Expert Mechanism to advance racial justice and equality in law enforcement (EMLER) presented its report on justice, accountability and redress for human rights violations committed by law enforcement officials against Africans and people of African descent. The report develops three minimum steps that States need to take to combat impunity, namely the establishment of effective reporting, review and investigation procedures; the establishment of civilian oversight bodies to law enforcement; and the establishment of independent mechanisms to support victims and communities.
It is noteworthy that these reports specifically referenced the work of the Human Rights Committee, including its general comments and Views, on multiple occasions. As these reports demonstrate, the work of the Committee provides a vital legal and moral framework that empowers mechanisms to hold States accountable for violations of civil and political rights.
I would like also to note the increased collaboration between this Committee and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, demonstrated by the participation of a Committee member in this year’s Expert Mechanism 17th annual session. In sharing examples, Ms. Donders highlighted the fact that the Committee had been making increasing use of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which contained norms used to interpret the Covenant, including in its recent Decisions.  For example, in 2022, in its Views on Billy et al. v. Australia, the Human Rights Committee invoked the Declaration and affirmed the State’s failure to adequately protect Indigenous Peoples against the adverse impacts of climate change. This cooperation is encouraging and should be strengthened, for the benefit of both these bodies and - ultimately -  Indigenous Peoples.
The Committee may recall that last year a colleague from the Rule of Law Section briefed you on an upcoming report of the Secretary General that relates to your mandate. This is the first report of the Secretary General on the human rights implications of digital technologies and artificial intelligence in the administration of justice (A/79/296). This report has recently been issued and will be presented to the General Assembly at the current session. The report highlights the gaps in human rights protection, including in relation to the use of AI by law enforcement, the judiciary, the legal profession, and in court administration. Human rights gaps also exist in the conduct of online hearings, in the use of electronic monitoring and in the use of neurotechnology. 
My colleague would be very happy to brief you on the content of this report as well as how this Committee and the other treaty bodies could assist in the implementation of the recommendations. For example, one of the recommendations is that in their reports to treaty bodies, States could provide information on the design, use and deployment of digital technology and AI in their justice systems. Such information would increase transparency and allow the Committee to provide oversight and guidance on the compatibility of such technology with the provisions of the ICCPR.
An interesting event from the perspective of your mandate, took place last week on the issue of arms transfers and human rights. This was a workshop organized pursuant to a Human Rights Council resolution. The workshop focused on the obligations of States under international law to prevent, address and mitigate the negative human rights impacts of arms transfers, as well as the role of the private sector. We very much appreciated the collaboration of the Committee in this event, through the participation of Ms. Hélène Tigroudja and hope that such collaboration may continue into the future. The outcome of this event will inform a Human Rights Council report on the topic.
Madam Chair, 
Almost one month ago, the General Assembly adopted the Pact for the Future[footnoteRef:2] described as a “groundbreaking pact . . . to transform global governance.”[footnoteRef:3] It reaffirms a global commitment to protecting all human rights, including civil and political rights, as well as a recognition of the need to implement international human rights instruments and ensure adequate support for the human rights mechanisms. While we wait to learn the precise implications of the Pact for the treaty bodies, we welcome the renewed commitment to human rights that it represents. [2:  Sotf-pact_for_the_future_adopted.pdf (un.org)]  [3:  United Nations Adopts Ground-Breaking Pact for the Future to Transform Global Governance | Meetings Coverage and Press Releases] 


Distinguished Members, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
As you know, this marks the last session of four members whose terms will end at the end of the year. On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to take a moment to express our deep appreciation for your service to humanity. I trust that there will be time later in the session to express that properly as the Committee makes its way through another heavy session. 
Turning to the agenda of the session, the Committee will examine the implementation of the Covenant in six State parties, adopt one list of issues and six list of issues prior to reporting, and review a number of individual communications under the Optional Protocol. With my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session, I thank you for your attention.
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