海迪主席在我国实施《残疾人权利公约》第二次和第三次
合并报告审议上的发言
Mme. Chair, 
Mme. Rapporteur, 
Respected members of the Committee,
Good morning!
We are glad to join in the Consideration. On behalf of the delegation, I extend our greetings to all of you, from Beijing. It’s a pity that we cannot meet in person in Geneva. Yet the long distance between us cannot dampen our shared concern for persons with disabilities.
The Convention stands for the global community’s care for persons with disabilities. Thanks to years of efforts of the prestigious Committee and numerous others, the living status of persons with disabilities has been improved, and their rights and interests safeguarded.
China, home to 85 million persons with disabilities, is an active advocate and firm supporter of the Convention. China’s first periodic report was reviewed by the Committee ten years ago. We attached great importance to the observation and recommendations of the Committee. Since then, we have implemented the Convention earnestly, and enabled more persons with disabilities to live a better life. 
In the past ten years, China has made considerable progress in promoting and protecting the human rights of persons with disabilities. The human rights paradigm advocated by the Convention, which has gained recognition in the whole society, is typically reflected in disability-related laws and regulations. Up to now, over 90 laws in China are directly linked to protecting the rights and interests of persons with disabilities.
Poverty used to be the most severe challenge among persons with disabilities in China. In the past ten years, however, 7.1 million of them in rural areas have been lifted out of absolute poverty. China established a social security system that includes living allowances for poor persons with disabilities and caring subsidies for those with severe disabilities. This policy has benefited more than 27 million people. We provide community-based and home-based care services to many persons with disabilities, which relieves the worries and burdens of them and their families.
In the past ten years, barrier-free construction in both urban and rural areas has made great progress. In Chinese cities, accessibility facilities are everywhere. By far, over 430 thousand persons with disabilities have acquired a driver’s license, which greatly facilitates them to live independently.
Inclusive education and compulsory education of disabled children have been a priority to us. Now a large number of them go to regular schools. We provide reasonable accommodation for disabled students sitting the national college entrance examination, with measures such as providing braille test paper and allowing students in need to use their customized chair and desk. Every year over 10,000 of them are admitted into regular institutes of higher education.
In each province, autonomous region, and many municipalities, rehabilitation centers were established, offering persons with disabilities more access to rehabilitation services. We set up a rehabilitation assistance mechanism for children with disabilities, to ensure they receive early intervention. We built a national university of rehabilitation sciences, an incubator of high-level professionals in rehabilitation. We have promoted the employment of persons with disabilities and increased their income in various ways. A typical example is the establishment of the Beautiful Handcrafts Workshop, which aims to enable women with disabilities to live a more dignified life.
We encourage persons with disabilities to participate in political and public life. There are over 6,000 persons with disabilities or representatives of their interests among deputies to the People’s Congresses and members of the People’s Political Consultative Conference committees at all levels. China attaches importance the engagement of persons with disabilities in cultural life and sports. The Chinese sports delegation ranked first on both the gold medal and overall medal table in the past five Paralympic Games. This year, the 2022 Paralympic Winter Games were successfully held in Beijing. All these are our efforts in implementing the Convention.
85 million is a huge number.  Despite the many difficulties and challenges lying ahead, we will continue to promote the work on disability in all respects and enable more persons with disabilities to live a happy and dignified life.
Mme. Chair, Mme. Rapporteur, Respected members of the Committee,
We are looking forward to having a constructive dialogue with the Committee, and we welcome your comments and recommendations. Please allow me to invite my colleagues from the Hong Kong SAR and Macao SAR, to brief on the progress in these two regions. Firstly, Mr. HO Kai-ming, Deputy Chef de Mission, from Hong Kong SAR.
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