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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-eight session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
As we gather here today to commence this session, I would like to take a moment to extend my warmest wishes for a happy and prosperous new year to each and every one of you. The beginning of a new year is a time for reflection, renewal, and setting new goals. It offers us a fresh start and the opportunity to build upon past successes while addressing the challenges that lie ahead.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
Children around the world continue to be profoundly affected by a convergence of crises, including economic downturns, climate change, public health emergencies, and armed conflicts. As reported by UNICEF in their latest report,[footnoteRef:2] these overlapping challenges have heightened risks for children, exposing them to violence, malnutrition, disrupted education, and restricted access to healthcare and essential services.  [2:  The State of the World’s Children 2024] 

In particular, it is of concern that one in six children live in regions plagued by violent conflict. Every day, these children are victims of the six grave violations against them during armed conflicts, which include killing, maiming, recruitment into the armed forces, attacks on schools or hospitals, rape or sexual violence, abduction, and denial of humanitarian access. Their health and access to education are significantly affected. However, there is little sign of improvement in this regard. The outlook for children now continues to be concerning, underscoring the urgent need for coordinated global efforts to protect their rights and ensure their well-being. It is imperative that governments honour their commitments under the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
Regarding draft general comment No. 27, the Committee received over 300 submissions and outcomes of over 90 consultations held with children and adults, and we appreciate the valuable insights provided. In particular, children have voiced their opinions about what access to justice and effective remedy mean for them, highlighting the importance of being safe, feeling respected and fairly treated regardless of who they are, and receiving proper support. Many children said that they feel a sense of satisfaction when serious action is taken in response to violating their rights, when the wrongful act is not repeated, and when the person violating children’s rights learns from their mistakes.
The inputs received through the submissions have been reviewed to inform the ongoing development of the first draft of the general comment. I appreciate the efforts of the Committee’s working group and its partners to engage with the consultations and continue the drafting process.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
Last year has been particularly challenging. In addition to the chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has hampered, and continues to hinder, the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection. Nevertheless, all indications point to continuing the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future.  

Madam Chair,
The treaty body strengthening process has reached a key moment, with the adoption of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly in December of last year. While the resolution does not explicitly endorse certain key proposals of the Chairs - such as the 8-year predictable review schedule - it does refer to the most recent Chairs report, and it makes reference to a “clear and regularized cycle for scheduling reporting by States parties, and the additional modalities for harmonization for procedural and substantive coordination among the human rights treaty bodies”. It also includes extensive language to further use digital technologies in the work of treaty bodies, including by means of videoconferencing. 
On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, on 10 December, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with the Office and the Directorate of International Law of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with member States and other stakeholders. 
The meeting explored the latest developments in the treaty body system and also sought to identify possible ways to improve the harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. The Chairs and focal points on working methods also had the opportunity to interact with the Coordination Committee of Special Procedures mandate holders, who were also meeting in Geneva during the same time. 
The exchange was very rich in sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence and actual or potential conflict of interest of experts, and on ensuring an “all mechanisms” approach to the many challenges the human rights mechanisms are facing.  
The coordination unit will contact the Chair and Committee focal points to ensure that the coordination on working methods continues, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chair's meeting in June 2025. OHCHR will continue to work alongside the Chair and all the treaty body experts to strengthen the system, using all the opportunities at our disposal to advance this essential work. 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
The 2025 full-day meeting on the rights of the child at the Human Rights Council, provisionally scheduled to take place on the 13th of March 2025, will focus on Early Childhood Development. OHCHR is finalising the selection of panellists in partnership with States, civil society and UNICEF and will support children’s direct participation as speakers at the event. The morning discussion will focus on the ‘Priorities to advance a child rights-based approach to early childhood development’; and the afternoon discussion will address ‘Early childhood development in emergencies’. The first meeting of the open-ended intergovernmental working group of the Human Rights Council with the mandate of exploring the possibility of, elaborating and submitting to the Human Rights Council a draft Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child explicitly recognizing that the right to education includes early childhood care and education, pursuant to resolution 56/5 (A/HRC/RES/56/5), is scheduled to take place in Geneva, from 1 to 5 September 2025, at Palais des Nations.

ENDS   Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
I want to take a moment to express our deepest gratitude for the exceptional work and dedication of the five outgoing members of the Committee, including you, Madame Chair, whose mandate is expiring on 28 February. Dear Mikiko Otani, Luis Pedernera, Ann Skelton, Velina Todorova and Ratou Zara, your commitment and contributions have been invaluable to the Committee and children’s rights around the world. Throughout your mandate, you have consistently shown professionalism, creativity, and perseverance that has contributed to increase the visibility of the Committee and make a profound impact on children’s rights jurisprudence. As your mandate comes to a close on February 28th, we want to acknowledge the positive impact you have made on the lives of children worldwide and thank you for your hard work and dedication during sessions and inter-sessionally, including during the COVID pandemic. Thank you once again for your outstanding service. We wish you all the best in your future pursuits and I’m sure that our paths will cross again.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
I wish you all the best for a productive session and thank you for your attention. 
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