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Summary

Context
Guatemala is home to the Maya, Garifuna, Xinca, Afro-descendant, and mestizo peoples, 51% of whom are women and over 40% are indigenous peoples. The COVID-19 pandemic had a negative impact on women, as it led to the deepening of inequalities. In recent years, there has been a growing and intentional proliferation of neoconservative social fictions of a religious and political nature against the advances of women’s rights, and which prevent compliance with the Convention; this is evident in the passage of laws and public policies, as well as in the weakening of mechanisms designed to advance women’s rights. The lack of judicial independence and cooptation of the State impedes access to justice for women. In such a context, violence against women continues to be the most reported crime on a national level yet is also the most tolerated and unpunished. 

Recommendations
a. To prioritize the evaluation and formulation of the National Policy on the Promotion and Comprehensive Advancement of Women and the Equal Opportunities Plan. To elevate SEPREM to a Ministry of the Executive Branch and increase its budget to at least Q40 million.
b. To ensure that the processes initiated in CONAPREVI, the mechanisms, provisions, and methodologies, are not lost, and that the next government guarantees its continuity. To urgently approve a law for CONAPREVI, and in the meantime, the governmental agreement under which it was created must be reformed to strengthen CONAPREVI. 
c. To intensify measures to prevent, respond to, and sanction violence against women, especially in the context of sexual violence, and eliminate forced pregnancies and motherhood.
d. That the Ministry of the Interior approve a budget item of at least Q30 million for the operation of the Comprehensive Support Centers for Women Survivors of Violence (CAIMUS).
e. To guarantee access to justice for women victims, and their families, of the internal armed conflict (CAI), remove all obstacles in the pursuit of the truth, ensure judicial independence, and that comprehensive protection is available for women participants and supporters of the transitional justice process.
f. To protect the physical and emotional integrity of the women who participated in the 2023 electoral process against any threat that may have arisen from their participation, and that the State guarantee the transfer of power and transition of the executive branch for the 2024-2028 period, respecting the decision made by the people, especially women and youth, to hand this victory to Movimiento Semilla. 
g. It is imperative that the State approve and implement a protective policy for women human rights defenders, and that women human rights defenders participate in its development. The State must publicly acknowledge the work that women human rights defenders have done and protect them. It is vital that the criminal persecution of former employees of CICIG, MP, and OJ cease, as they are now being criminalized for having fulfilled their duties objectively and independently. 
h. To urgently address the effects that COVID-19 has had on women's health and implement specialized programs.
i. It is crucial to address the causes that provoke women's migration, implement a migration policy with a focus on women's rights, and dismantle the criminal structure within the State that benefits from irregular migration.
j. To invest resources and implement the Minimum Inter-Agency Standards for programming on violence against women in emergency situations, and to provide comprehensive care for women survivors of violence affected by disasters, and allocate resources for the preparation, response, and recovery of communities.
Proposed Questions for State Party
a. What measures will the State take to prevent, respond to, and eliminate violence against women, especially sexual violence, and eliminate forced pregnancies and motherhood of girls and adolescents?
b. What measures will the State take to elevate SEPREM to a Ministry of Women, and how will the State strengthen CONAPREVI so that it may fulfill its mandate as the leading agency on issues of violence against women?
c. In detail, what are the actions that the State will take to guarantee a budget item, an allocation of annual and multiannual funds, and the timely delivery of resources for the operation of the CAIMUS?
d. How will the State guarantee the protection of women human rights defenders, journalists, students, and former officials of the CICIG, MP, and OJ, who are being criminalized for their work defending human rights? 
