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Distinguished members of the Committee, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a pleasure to be with you for the opening of the 14th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and to welcome you on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein.  A warm welcome in particular to our committee members, representatives of State parties, civil society and my colleagues from other UN agencies. 
This morning I would like to share some information relating to developments in four areas of relevance to the Committee’s work: 

· the recent meeting of chairpersons of treaty bodies;
· the elaboration of the Sustainable Development Goals;
· developments at the Human Rights Council; and

· recent work of OHCHR on the rights of persons with disabilities. 

Before I turn to the outcomes of the recent Chairpersons meeting, I would note that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities continues its impressive rate of ratifications, with four more countries ratifying or acceding to the Convention since your last session: Kazakhstan, Trinidad and Tobago, Madagascar, and the Gambia. This brings the total number of States parties to 157. Two more countries (Turkey and the Gambia) have ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention bringing to 87 the total number of ratifications of the protocol.  
Distinguished members


In June of this year the 27th Annual Meeting of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies was held in San José, Costa Rica. Your Chairperson participated in the meeting and I am sure she will brief the Committee in more detail. I would like to draw your attention to three of the outcomes of that meeting. 

The first is the San José Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals which the Chairpersons endorsed during the meeting. These Guidelines, a copy of which is available on the OHCHR website, set out harmonized responses available to the treaty bodies - both individually and as a system - in dealing with acts of intimidation or reprisal against individuals or groups who cooperate with the Committees.  In doing so the Guidelines re-emphasize the right of everyone to have unhindered access to and to communicate with the treaty bodies and their members for the effective implementation of the treaty body mandates.  I commend the Guidelines to your reading.

The Chairpersons also profited from their being in San José to meet with representatives of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, the Inter-American Court on Human Rights, several National Human Rights Institutions and a large number of civil society actors from the region. This provided a singular opportunity treaty bodies as a system to engage closely in the Latin American and Caribbean region with these regional human rights actors with a view to enhancing mutual cooperation. I would add that the meetings showed the level of interest of these regional actors in the work of the treaty bodies is significant. 

Finally  OHCHR welcomes the call made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Costa Rica at the opening of the Chairperson’s meeting for academic institutions across the world to begin a reflection on options to further strengthen the human rights treaty body system. Such a reflection will build on the recently concluded treaty body strengthening process, and will form a timely contribution as we move towards the 2020 review of that process by the General Assembly, as required by resolution 68/268. We hope the fact that the thinking will be led by academic institutions will result in innovative proposals. 
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to now turn to the on-going intergovernmental process on the Sustainable Development Goals for the post 2015 period. The goals, targets and indicators that are the centrepiece of this initiative have the potential to provide a new and powerful means for addressing some of the chronic human rights situations we face today, such as poverty, discrimination and the lack of access to education to name but a few. This transformative potential of the SDGs, building on the lessons of the MDG process, has been long recognized by the human rights treaty bodies. CRPD, along with other committees, has regularly sounded the call for the new framework be anchored in the internationally agreed human rights norms and standards. This message was reiterated by State parties at the 8th Conference of States parties to the Convention, held in New York in June 2015, which focused on the mainstreaming of disability in the post-2015 development agenda.  In his closing remarks,  the President of the Conference noted that the common message among States Parties identified during the Conference was that mainstreaming of disability is an imperative for the new economic and social development agenda. 
On Sunday 2 August, Member States endorsed by consensus the Post-2015 Outcome Document: "Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development".  The Outcome Document - which is available on the website of the President of the General Assembly - will now be submitted to the Heads of State for adoption at the UN Summit in September.  While not perfect, the text exhibits a number of very welcome human rights features. First and foremost, it is explicitly grounded in the UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the international human rights treaties. Further, throughout the preambular language, the goals and the targets, the text offers a universal, integrated and indivisible vision of sustainable development, encompassing key dimensions of all human rights related to both freedom from want as well as freedom from fear. It also puts combatting inequalities, discrimination and exclusion at its heart, and includes a very expansive list of groups to be given special focus, including - prominently - persons with disabilities. I would also note that the text specifically addresses issues of accessibility, for example in respect of transport and green spaces. Linked to the identification of groups, another noteworthy feature of the text is the call for disaggregated data as part of the global indicator framework, responding to a key lesson learned from the MDG process. And finally the text outlines an accountability architecture at national, regional and global levels.  Although there remain shortcomings in the extent to which the SGD have embraced human rights, I think all of the elements I have just mentioned should be cause for celebration among the human right community.
On the last point on an accountability architecture, it is proposed that a follow-up and review of progress towards the SDGs at the international level be entrusted to the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development under the Economic and Social Council. While the exact contours of this framework are still to be defined, many realise that the information gathered and analysis made by the human rights mechanisms (including treaty bodies such as CRPD) are tremendous assets that should be exploited. At their recent annual meeting, the Chairpersons of the Treaty Bodies thus urged Member States to ensure that this valuable information and analysis be systematically included in the follow-up and review system. Concrete proposals in this regard are already being formulated. 

Accountability for the SDGs is grounded in the indicators that will measure progress towards the targets and goals . These indicators are currently being deliberated, and a preliminary list of indicators will be published in November 2015, after the adoption of the SDGs. Indicators provide a crucial means of ensuring that human rights lie at the heart of the post 2015 architecture by ensuring that information collected exposes – as far as possible - the reality on the ground of people’s enjoyment of their human rights. For this reason it is important that human rights voices, including those of the CRPD, are heard in this process.
Madame Chairperson
I would now turn to some selected developments at the Human Rights Council.

On 29 April 2015, just after the conclusion of the Committee’s last session, the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention adopted the its text of the "Basic Principles and Guidelines on remedies and procedures on the right of anyone deprived of their liberty to bring proceedings before a court". The new Guidelines contain a separate provision on specific measures for persons with disabilities. That provision, Principle 20, makes it clear that the involuntary committal or internment on the ground of the existence of an impairment or perceived impairment, particularly on the basis of psychosocial or intellectual disability or perceived psychosocial or intellectual disability, is prohibited. The Guidelines also provide that where persons with disabilities are deprived of their liberty through any process, they are, on an equal basis with others, entitled to guarantees in accordance with international human rights law, necessarily including the right to liberty and security of the person, reasonable accommodation, and humane treatment. The basic principles and guidelines will be presented to the Human Rights Council at its 30th session next month.

There are a number of other developments at the Council of relevance to the Committee but for time’s sake I would mention but two, which concern a focus on disability rights in 2016. The first is the Council’s decision that the 2016 meeting of the Social Forum will focus on the promotion and full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities in the context of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the CRPD.  A similar development occurred during the last session of the Council’s Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, where the Mechanism  decided to organize a panel during its 2016 annual meeting on the situation of indigenous persons with disabilities. Each of these events will provide an opportunity a greater focus on the rights set forth in the CRPD, and opportunities for engagement with the Council by the disability rights community. 
Distinguished members

Let me very briefly flag some aspects of OHCHR’s broader work on disability issues. The Office will organise two experts meetings immediately after your session, on issues related to the right to liberty of persons with disabilities.  The Office is also preparing a thematic study on article 11 of the Convention, on situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies, following a request by the Human Rights Council made at its 28th session. The Office has continued promoting the inclusion of a human rights approach to disability in the preparation of an Administrative Instruction for the implementation of the Secretary General’s Bulletin on the employment and accessibility for staff members with disabilities in the United Nations Secretariat. You will have a more detailed briefing on OHCHR’s work on the rights of disabled persons by the responsible OHCHR staff during your session. 
Distinguished members

Your agenda for the 14th session is again a heavy one. You will conduct dialogues with seven States parties, meet with the Chair of the Bureau of the Conference of States parties, UN bodies and specialized agencies, other international organizations, DPOs and NHRIs.  You will also continue with the drafting process of your general comments on women and girls with disabilities and on the right to education.  You will dedicate time to working on individual communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol, and to reviewing the Committee’s implementation of General Assembly resolution 68/268 on treaty body strengthening. 

That is quite an agenda. I wish you the best, and look forward working with you. 
Thank you
______________
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