
[image: A picture containing logo

Description automatically generated]
Opening 34th session of the CRPD Committee - 9 March 2026
Statement by Sanja Tarczay, Vice-President International Disability Alliance
Distinguished Members of the CRPD Committee,
It is an honour to address you today on behalf of the International Disability Alliance (IDA), the global network of organisations of persons with disabilities.
Allow me to begin by thanking the Members of the CRPD Committee and the CRPD Secretariat for their efforts in preparing this session in the extremely challenging context created by the UN liquidity crisis, the non-payment of contributions by Member States, and the announcement of cash conservation measures by the United Nations Office at Geneva in early February. These measures initially denied International Sign interpretation and captioning for the CRPD Committee session and for Human Rights Council panels related to disability rights, thereby having a discriminatory impact on the basis of disability.
Committee Members, your public statement at that time marked the beginning of a process that ultimately enabled the situation to be remedied and allowed the session to commence today. IDA contributed by raising the visibility of this critical situation and by sending formal letters to relevant high-level officials. IDA is grateful for the direct interventions of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Under-Secretary-General for General Assembly and Conference Management, which were essential in preventing the discriminatory impact of the UNOG cash conservation measures from materialising.
Accessibility is not optional. As this year marks the 20th anniversary of the CRPD, IDA should not be required to reiterate such a fundamental principle. IDA calls on all UN Member States and UN authorities to do their part to further enhance compliance with the seven-years-old UN Disability Inclusion Strategy, to restore the level of accessibility of this Committee’s sessions—by ensuring national sign language interpretation during constructive dialogues—and to provide adequate reasonable accommodation to CRPD Committee member Mr. Hiroshi Tamon. Financial constraints within the UN, or any reform processes undertaken, must not result in the exclusion of persons with disabilities from the international community and its diverse fora and processes.
Turning to substantive developments, 20 days ago here in Geneva, IDA participated in the first organizational meeting of the Intergovernmental Working Group on Older Persons, which will elaborate a legally binding instrument on the human rights of older persons. IDA will continue to engage in this process to ensure that CRPD standards are upheld—not undermined—and that issues concerning older persons with disabilities are duly addressed. The intersectionality between older age and disability has received some attention from the Committee, and IDA encourages you to further address this issue in upcoming constructive dialogues with States, in concluding observations, and in other substantive work.
The area of taxation and human rights has gained momentum due to the ongoing negotiations on a UN Framework Convention on International Tax Cooperation and two Preliminary Protocols, which are expected to result in final documents being submitted to the General Assembly by September 2027. This process should contribute to enhanced domestic resource mobilisation by States—particularly developing countries, where it is estimated that 80 per cent of persons with disabilities live—to finance public policies and the implementation of rights. IDA engaged in this process for the first time during the February sessions and encourages the Committee to become familiar with it and to further develop its substantive guidance in relation to article 4(2) of the CRPD, which requires States “to take measures to the maximum of their available resources and, where needed, within the framework of international cooperation.” This includes directly addressing fundamental taxation issues, following the example of the CESCR Committee, such as adequacy, progressivity, reduction of inequality, participation, and related principles.
IDA looks forward to the continuation of your substantive work on the general comments on articles 11 and 29 of the CRPD, as well as on the guidelines for addressing multiple and intersectional discrimination against women and girls with disabilities, and to new developments concerning disability-based violence. IDA commends the Committee for this work, stands ready to contribute to the development of such highly relevant and timely substantive guidance, and looks forward to public calls for written comments in due course.
Looking forward to new and necessary developments, IDA encourages the Committee to decide to develop a next general comment on article 32 CRPD (International cooperation). The 2025 Global Disability Summit, the Amman-Berlin Declaration and the Global Disability Inclusion Report have been relevant milestones for States, which would benefit from your technical guidance on article 32 CRPD to enhancing international cooperation. IDA would begald to support the Committee in such endeavour.
Although preparations for this session have been marked by accessibility and logistical challenges, including late confirmations and limited availability of information, IDA is pleased to note that representatives of organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) from the countries under review are present and will engage with the Committee throughout this week.
In the same spirit, IDA continues to support the engagement of national organisations of persons with disabilities with other UN Treaty Bodies in order to mainstream the rights of persons with disabilities across their work. Earlier this year, colleagues from Colombia, Argentina, the Netherlands, and Kenya engaged with the CRC, CEDAW, and CESCR Committees during their respective sessions.
The UN and the UN Treaty Body system approach the 20th anniversary of the UNCRPD in a challenging context, and the short-term outlook remains uncertain. However, no crisis will demoralize the global disability community, regardless of how firmly we may need to hold officials accountable and remind States of their obligations. The global disability community organized itself precisely for this purpose, remains fully aware of its significant achievements over the past 20 years, and will continue to raise its voice and claim its rights.
In closing, and mindful that we must never forget, IDA expresses its solidarity with all those affected by armed conflict and other crises—especially persons with disabilities—and reaffirms its deep appreciation for the Committee’s essential work. We wish you a successful session.
Thank you for your attention.
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