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Executive Summary:
Vietnam has made notable progress in increasing female participation in education, the workforce, and leadership roles. Collaborative efforts include integrating gender equality into curricula, improving school facilities, and promoting girls' skills in STEM and vocational fields through educational campaigns with INGOs. The government also actively combats violence against women and human trafficking via legal measures and partnerships with INGOs to support at-risk groups. Additionally, Vietnam supports ethnic minority inclusion in education and poverty reduction, enhancing access and infrastructure in minority regions.
Submission:
Articles 2, 3, 6, 7, 20, and 26 - Non-discrimination, gender equality, violence against women and domestic violence
1. Vietnam has increasing rates of women’s economic participation, female inclusion in education, and high female attainment in education. This has been achieved through ongoing commitments by the government of Vietnam to ensure equality of access to all citizens, regardless of gender. At both a policy and practical level we see widespread support for gender equality. 

2. Within the research paper from Saigon Children’s Charity CIO, “Education: the gender-based challenges faced by girls in Vietnam”, it was clear that government policy and delivery promotes gender equality within education and that the barriers reported by students were typically linked to social norms and unconscious biases. 

3. Continuing development of curricula and textbooks, i.e. those which use less traditionally gendered roles, could challenge such unconscious biases, particularly where these have a negative impact on women’s social and economic development. 

4. As a measure to reduce barriers to education which can affect female students more than their male counterparts, the government of Vietnam has actively facilitated our work to improve the provision of toilets and hygiene facilities in rural schools, and supported work to address menstrual health issues through education and training.

5. In areas of where Vietnam seeks further progress, particularly women’s leadership in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), digital transformation, and innovation, the trends are positive and continue to be supported by government efforts to facilitate interventions. The government of Vietnam has publicly highlighted the importance of enhancing women’s economic empowerment through public-private partnerships to mobilise resources effectively and enable women to expand their leadership in all areas of the economy.

6. In practice, Saigon Children’s Charity CIO has been supported and encouraged by the government of Vietnam to deliver multiple elements of the ongoing multi-year “PowHERful Campaign” for girls’ education and career development with a major focus on developing skills in STEM, digital storytelling and vocational pathways. 

7. The positive engagement of Vietnam National University and the network of High Schools for the Gifted in our work promoting STEM and digital skills provides more opportunities to female students and further encouragement to women and girls more widely. A growing collaborative effort in the promotion of university degrees and professions with a STEM focus to female students and early-stage professionals looks likely to build on current trends and further contribute to Vietnam’s economic growth.

Articles 2, 7, 8, and 26 - Elimination of slavery, servitude, and trafficking in persons
8. Vietnam has prioritised measures to reduce the risk of forced labour, exploitation and human trafficking, including through the provision of vital legal identification documents. 

9. Saigon Children’s Charity CIO has partnered with the government of Vietnam, including through the Ho Chi Minh City Association for the Protection of Child Rights, to provide at-risk groups with identification documents and access to a raft of targeted support including nutritional, medical, legal and educational assistance.

10. INGO collaborations with elements of the government of Vietnam have become increasingly commonplace in recent years and are building wider expertise and contributing to the measure to streamline and facilitate support processes for communities and individuals in need of targeted support. 

11. Saigon Children’s Charity CIO’s recent project "Connecting and providing support services for groups of children in special circumstances and at risk of falling into special circumstances in Ho Chi Minh City 2025-2028" is one of several requested and guided by government stakeholders to ensure comprehensive and strategic assistance to achieve elimination of forced labour, exploitation and human trafficking.

12. Vietnam has established and promoted the National Child Protection Hotline, with recent reports from the Ministry of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs in the national press highlighting that the hotline manages 500,000 calls every year. Referrals from the hotline are then made into the wider child protection network within the government which is responsible for providing appropriate support for at-risk children including medical support, legal support, and education. 

Articles 1, 14, and 27 - Rights of minorities
13. The government of Vietnam has supported and facilitated the work of Saigon Children’s Charity CIO to increase access to education for ethnic minority students across the Mekong Delta through building schools and providing training to parents and teachers on supporting the continuing education of female students. 

14. Vietnam has continued to guide and assist the work of Saigon Children’s Charity CIO to promote educational and professional pathways for female students in areas with a high proportion of ethnic minorities such as in the provinces of Hau Giang and Tra Vinh where there is a significant Khmer population. 

15. The government of Vietnam established and delivered the national project 'Joining Hands to Eliminate Temporary and Dilapidated Housing for 2025’, which proactively targeted impoverished communities in areas with a higher proportion of ethnic minority groups. As an example, Saigon Children’s Charity CIO collaborated with the government of Vietnam on this project, focusing on Ha Giang province where 43 ethnic minority groups make up more than 80% of the population.
