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Distinguished members of the CEDAW Committee:
It is an honour and a pleasure to present to you a few considerations that you may want to take into account in your constructive dialogue with Germany. 
Your examination of Germany is particularly timely as a number of important recommendations made by the CEDAW Committee at the last round were taken up in the coalition agreement of the present government. While this is commendable, one should not expect that the implementation is assured. We are observing with concern that issues agreed upon by the coalition partners have become very contentious between them. Hence, your recommendations could have a much-needed impact.
Let me turn to some particularly relevant issues that the German Institute has identified in its work.
There is a great need for reliable data to assess the implementation of Germany’s obligations in the context of violence against women and trafficking. In this respect, we are delighted to report that the Federal Ministry for Family Affairs, Seniors Citizens, Women, and Youth mandated the German Institute as national rapporteur mechanism on the Istanbul Convention and the Council of Europe Convention on Trafficking in Human Beings. These two human rights treaties also reflect Germany’s obligations under CEDAW. The rapporteur mechanisms will monitor the implementation of the treaties by bringing together available data on the basis of human rights indicators that we developed, and by assessing developments in legislation and judicial decisions. We hope for cooperation by all data-holders, and we hope that the government will realize its announcement to make the rapporteur mechanisms permanent in the near future and to provide them with a legal basis.
With respect to the General Act on Equal Treatment, we welcome the intention of the federal government to close protection gaps and improve access to justice. Yet so far, no steps have been taken. While the coalition agreement speaks of the intention to evaluate the Equal Treatment Act, the German Institute considers that the need for reform is evident and long overdue. We call for a speedy and full implementation of the recommendations of the CEDAW Committee and other UN treaty bodies.
Regarding violence against women, we would like to highlight the following:
(1) There is an urgent need to ensure reliable and permanent funding of the system of support services – counselling and shelters - for women who have experienced gender-based violence. We commend the government for its intention to create a nationwide uniform legal framework in this regard. In view of current budgetary debates, however, we are concerned that the cost argument will be put forward to prevent or severely limit the necessary regulation. Therefore, it would be very helpful if the Committee strongly reminds the federal and state governments of their joint obligation under CEDAW to ensure that all women who have experienced gender-based violence have access to counselling, shelters, and support. This is a core precondition for women’s equality and their full participation in social and political life.
(2) Women with disabilities who live or work in specialized institutions are particularly at risk of experiencing violence. Yet, Germany has still not created the independent monitoring authorities pursuant to Article 16 para 3 CRPD. The federal and state governments must immediately start the debates on this issue. This should be done in a participatory process involving all relevant stakeholders, including self-advocacy organizations.
(3) After the federal government decided not to prolong Germany’s reservations to the Istanbul Convention, it is now necessary to quickly enact legal provisions so that migrant women experiencing domestic violence are entitled to a residence status independent of their spouse.
(4) In view of numerous reports from practitioners, the German Institute is concerned that domestic violence is not properly taken into account in judicial proceedings concerning custody and visitation rights. We see an urgent need to ensure that the relevant state authorities, including family court judges, are obliged to undergo training with respect to gender-based violence, CEDAW, and the Istanbul Convention.
On trafficking, we note the government’s intention to improve the support systems for survivors, to strengthen their rights, and to grant them a right to stay irrespective of their willingness to testify against the perpetrators. These measures should be included in a comprehensive national action plan. Priority should be given to ensuring the identification of women who are victims of trafficking and to granting them a right to stay so as to rest and recover. 
Moreover, Live-in care workers are at risk of experiencing extreme forms of labour exploitation and violence. The government should quickly introduce a safe legal basis for 24-hour domestic care work. This must be accompanied by ensuring accessible and affordable ambulant care services and support for relatives, as well as advisory services and complaint mechanisms.
Thank you for your attention!
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