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Chairperson, Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First, I would like to extend our congratulations and welcome to the newly joined members of the Committee and those of the newly elected Bureau including yourself Madame/Mr Chair.  We look forward to continuing our close cooperation with you in our common goal to advance the rights of persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I’m pleased to be able to share that the Office launched the SDG-CRPD resource package at the end of last year and thanks to Mr Basharu who joined us for the online launch.  The resource package entails practical guidance and tools to ensure that the Sustainable Development Goals will deliver for persons with disabilities, in line with the CRPD. The resources include guidelines for policymakers on the SDGs, human rights indicators on the CRPD, data sources guidance, training materials and videos all of which will serve unify and consolidate efforts to leave no one behind as we approach 2030. These resources were developed with the financial support of the European Union and we benefited immensely from the input of the Committee and your secretariat, for which we are very grateful.  We would be happy to provide you with a more detailed briefing on the resource package and how it can serve you in your work.
Last Friday, the Human Rights Council’s annual panel on the rights of persons with disabilities took place on the theme of sport and physical activity under article 30 of the Convention.  The panel discussed the role of sport and physical activity in enabling the participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in society with positive outcomes across health, education, employment and other areas of life. It was also the occasion to highlight the partnership between the Office and the International Paralympic Committee in the lead up to the next Paralympic Games. Our objective is to promote the vision of the Convention and celebrate inclusion, participation, and human diversity.
Finally, I’m happy to announce that the Office has adopted its first Disability Rights Strategy. This marks an important step in our efforts to implement the United Nations Disability Inclusion Strategy and sets out measures to ensure inclusion across the Office’s operations and programming.
I wish you a fruitful session.
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