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Introduction
This report has been prepared for the Committee against Torture (CAT) to highlight issues of particular concern to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) community with regard to the obligations of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government under the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. 
We are grassroots organisations, founded and led by members of the LGBTI community and working closely with a broad and diverse spectrum of individuals and groups. We compiled this report after consultations with stakeholders, including individuals and representatives from relevant associations.
A complete list and details of the organisations that contributed to this report is available at the end of this report from page 12.
Please note this is an open document which is welcome to be shared with the public, and can be posted on the CAT website for public information purposes.

I. Surgical requirement for gender recognition
Relevant Articles: 1, 2, 16

Recommended Questions:

· When will the Government introduce a version of the Marriage (Amendment) Bill without the requirement for sex-reassignment surgery (SRS)?
· When will the HK Government remove the requirement for SRS from the Immigration Department procedure for changing sex on an identity card?

· What measures will the Hong Kong Government take to ensure that access to competent clinical services for transgender people is available throughout the public health system?

· What plans does the HK Government have to ensure the continued availability of  SRS in the Hong Kong public health system?

Currently the process for transgender people in Hong Kong to change their legal sex is governed by administrative regulations of the Immigration Department of the Security Bureau. In addition to “psychotherapy, hormonal treatment and real-life experience of the chosen gender role for a period of time,” these regulations require evidence of the completion of sex-reassignment surgery (SRS). This surgery must specifically include the removal of reproductive organs (sterilization) and genital reconstruction.

Not all transgender people want to, or are able to, have SRS. It causes sterilization, involves significant pain and carries the risk of serious complications. Though some transgender people do wish to have SRS, many do not see it as necessary or desirable. 
Even for transgender people who do wish to have SRS, it involves a lengthy and difficult process in Hong Kong. Until 2005, the HK Health Authority’s Sex Clinic provided comprehensive integrated services for transgender people. Since the closure of that clinic, medical services for transgender people are available only within seven hospital “clusters” or closed networks of hospitals and clinics. The quality and availability of care varies widely across these clusters and many transgender people in Hong Kong find it difficult to access competent care from specialists with the necessary expertise.
Although a diagnosis of Gender Identity Disorder (GID) is the first step towards SRS, we know of cases where psychiatric providers have told transgender patients that they do not know how to perform an evaluation for GID. Some transgender people report waits of up to 2 years for an initial psychiatric consultation and assessment. The Department of Endocrinology at Tuen Mun Hospital refuses to accept patients with a GID diagnosis. As a result transgender people in the New Territories West Cluster who have received a referral from a psychiatric provider cannot access hormone replacement therapy (HRT). At least one transgender woman has received a referral for SRS before being able to access HRT.
There is also a shortage of doctors qualified to perform SRS in the Hong Kong public health system. Currently there is only one doctor performing SRS and he intends to retire in the near future. Many trans people who are fortunate enough to navigate the system and obtain a referral for SRS find that due to the backlog they face a lengthy wait. 
Transgender people who are awaiting SRS or who do not wish to pursue it must continue to use legal identification that identifies them as the incorrect sex. The mismatch between their gender identity and their identification means that they face discrimination and harassment in employment, housing, and travel, as well as in education, medical care, receiving public services or in any interaction with government authorities where they will be treated according to the sex indicated on their legal identification. For those who are pursuing SRS this is an agonising but, ostensibly, temporary state of affairs. For those who cannot, or do not wish to, pursue SRS this is a cruel and degrading situation without a clear solution. This creates enormous pressure to pursue SRS—even when it is not desired by an individual—simply because surgery is the only available means to obtain legal recognition of one’s gender identity.
As a result of the 2013 decision of the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal (CFA) in the W case, the Government is required to issue marriage licenses to transgender people who have legally changed their sex. The Marriage (Amendment) Bill 2014, introduced by the Security Bureau in February, 2014, would have enshrined in law the requirement for SRS as a prerequisite of legally changing one’s sex—something the CFA had specifically advised against noting the potential “undesirable coercive effect on persons who would not otherwise be inclined to undergo the surgery."

Activists from the LGBTI community strongly opposed this element of the bill fearing that it would make it more difficult to enact human-rights centred gender recognition legislation in the future. The current requirement for SRS is an administrative regulation, the Marriage (Amendment) Bill would have for the first time introduced this requirement into law. Although the bill was voted down in the Legislative Council, the CFA’s ruling went into effect in July 2014.

Responding to another part of the CFA ruling in the W case, in January of 2014 the Government announced that it was forming an Inter-governmental Working Group (IWG) on Gender Recognition.
 Though the IWG is tasked with a broad remit of investigating both the issues involving gender recognition itself and with the broader implication for other aspects of Hong Kong law, the Government has refused to include members of the transgender or intersex communities in the working group. The IWG is not expected to issue an initial report for at least another year.
We are concerned that the inclusion of the requirement for SRS in the Marriage (Amendment) Bill 2014 indicates that the Government prefers to maintain the current requirements which force many transgender people to choose between unwanted and risky surgery or the intolerable situation of being unable to change their legal identification to correctly reflect their gender identity. Even those who do wish to pursue SRS would benefit from being able to change their legal sex earlier in the process, avoiding needless suffering while they pursue the lengthy process of obtaining SRS.
II. Involuntary surgery on intersex infants and children
Relevant Articles: 1, 2, 16
Recommended Questions:

· Will the Inter-governmental Working Group on Gender Recognition include people with intersex conditions in its consultation?

· What steps is the Government taking to prohibit involuntary and medically unnecessary medical interventions on intersex infants and children?
· What steps has the Government taken to educate medical professionals, social workers, teachers, and law enforcement officials about sexual diversity and appropriate ways to respect the rights and meet the needs of intersex people?
· Does the Government gather statistics on the number of people in Hong Kong with intersex conditions? Does the Government gather information about what procedures are conducted on intersex infants and children and what the long-term impacts and outcomes of those procedures are?
People with intersex conditions—a range of different conditions including atypical genitalia as well as less visible genetic or hormonal variations that may not manifest until puberty or adulthood—are subject to a variety of medical procedures without their consent. Infants with atypical genitalia are commonly subject to “genital normalizing” surgery, involuntary sex assignment, and sterilization resulting in irreversible physical harm to their bodies. Many intersex people experience prolonged mental and physical suffering as a result of the procedures. 
Although such procedures may be perceived as desirable to parents concerned that their child should appear “normal,” these procedures carry significant risks, often resulting in the need for numerous additional surgeries and on-going medical treatment. Many doctors who perform “genital normalization” procedures do so on the assumption that such interventions lead to improved outcomes for the children, however such assumptions are not supported by the evidence. On the contrary, the interventions themselves are often the cause of great suffering.
 
Hong Kong does not make public any data that it might have regarding the frequency, treatment, or outcomes of people with intersex conditions. However we know that in practice most infants and children who are diagnosed with intersex conditions are subjected to involuntary sex assignment and given “genital normalization” surgery without their consent.
 Despite the lack of supporting evidence, doctors in Hong Kong usually strongly advise parents of intersex children that choosing to designate a child as male or female as soon as possible is in the child’s best interest.
 
There are currently no Government programmes to educate medical providers or the general public regarding intersex conditions or to encourage the acceptance of intersex people. Government representatives claim that it is the responsibility of medical doctors to make professional decisions regarding the treatment of infants and children with intersex conditions. Meanwhile, medical doctors claim that their decision is to fulfil the expectations of parents and society. 

This leaves intersex people caught between a Government unwilling to protect their right to bodily integrity and medical professionals unwilling to acknowledge the evidence and challenge their own assumptions about social expectations. Intersex people are denied the right to make their own decisions regarding irreversible and potentially harmful medical treatments.
In a significant percentage of cases, adult intersex people recognize that their designated sex is not congruent with their experience of themselves. In Hong Kong, intersex people who wish to change the sex indicator on their legal identification must, as with other transgender people, undergo sex reassignment surgery including the construction of conventional-appearing genitalia (a surgically constructed penis or vagina). As in the case of other transgender people, there is no procedure for intersex people to change the sex indicated on their birth certificates or certificates of education. 
Given that intersex people, who may not fit neatly into conventional male or female categories, face many of the same issues that transgender people face, we would like to see the Inter-governmental Working Group on Gender Recognition include consideration of intersex conditions in its consultation. We are especially concerned that a regime that links legal sex to narrowly-defined criteria regarding genital appearance will reinforce the existing assumptions and practices regarding “genital normalization” of infants and children with atypical genitalia.
III. Treatment of transgender people in detention and prison
Relevant Articles: 1, 2, 10, 11, 16

Recommended Questions:

· How many transgender people are currently detained by Hong Kong authorities? 

· How many transgender people detained in Hong Kong have access to appropriate medical care including hormone replacement therapy?

· What specific protocols are in place to protect the rights of transgender individuals who are in the custody of the Police, the Immigration Department and the Correctional Services Department? Is there a policy to recognise expressed gender identity when it is different from legal documents?
· If policies have been implemented why do we still have reports of trans women with haircuts, difficulty accessing hormones? Will the government introduce a policy that requires affirmative acceptance (e.g., via a signed statement of consent) of haircuts by transgender women?
· What is the government doing to ensure the safety of transgender prisoners that does not involve isolating them in solitary confinement?

· Why does the Government ignore evidence from medical providers regarding gender identity and continue to rely solely on the sex indicator on legal identification to determine, e.g., the gender of an officer conducting strip searches?
The Hong Kong Government does not provide adequate protection for the rights and safety of transgender people in the custody of the Police, the Immigration Department and the Correctional Services Department. The HK Government has claimed that “in the course of the induction training and the subsequent on-the-job training provided by the Correctional Services Department (CSD), the correctional staff are reminded to pay attention to the sexual orientation and gender identities of the persons under the CSD’s custody.”
 However, degrading mistreatment or even torture of transgender persons by officials continues to happen when they are detained or incarcerated.
The wide variety of experiences of mistreatment of transgender people at the hands of HK authorities indicates both a lack of understanding of the particular needs of transgender people and a lack of clear and consistent policies for how they should be treated. In many cases, trans people are assigned to sex-segregated facilities that are inappropriate for their gender, sometimes they are placed with the general population, at other times confined to solitary confinement with limited opportunities to leave their cells. Many trans women report being required to cut their hair short according to CSD guidelines for men, despite claims by the HK Government that they could request that this rule be waived. 

There should be clear and transparent policies regarding the treatment of trans people in custody. Because of the onerous requirements for legal gender recognition in Hong Kong (detailed in section I of this report), and the wide range of circumstances for travellers from foreign countries, it is critical that HK develop consistent and appropriate guidelines to assess and respond to the particular circumstances of individuals.

Cases of transgender detainees being mistreated and abused have been reported since 2009. Under current policies, detainees are treated according to the gender shown on their identity documents. Changing official documents to accurately reflect a transgender person’s gender can be lengthy and involved. Detainees who are in the process of transitioning should be treated according to the gender they present and live as. Even people with documentation from their medical providers certifying that they are in the process of transitioning are treated solely according to the sex indicator on their identification. It is cruel and degrading to subject transgender individuals to invasive searches by officials of the opposite gender, to force them to wear clothing that is inappropriate to their gender, or to be housed with inmates of the opposite sex.

The current policy of the Correctional Services Department is to house transgender detainees in the Siu Lam Psychiatric Center (SLPC), a facility that houses both men and women in sex-segregated facilities. Transgender detainees at SLPC continue to be segregated according to their legal gender designation without consideration for the gender they live as. At least some male-to-female transgender detainees continue to be held at all-male facilities, either temporarily or for extended periods, often in solitary confinement. Some report being forced to have their hair cut short to appear as male detainees, being denied access to hormone replacement therapy (HRT) and to appropriate female underwear although they already had breast implant surgery, all of which can contribute to depression and suicidality. This mistreatment is humiliating and degrading to transgender detainees and a significant violation of their human rights.

The HK Government claims that they inform transgender women that it is possible to apply to keep their long hair when entering the detention, but that they have not received any such requests. We know of at least 4 transgender detainees who have had their hair cut upon being incarcerated without being offered an opportunity to apply to keep their hair long. We have a strong suspicion that the Government is failing to inform transgender detainees before their hair is cut and is not conducting itself behind closed doors as it professes to do. It therefore fails to uphold the Covenant to treat transgender people with the humanity, respect and dignity deserving of all people. 
Eliana Rubashkyn
On 16 September 2013, Eliana Rubashkyn, Colombian transsexual woman was refused entry to Hong Kong and detained by the Hong Kong Customs and Excise Department.
 

Prior to her detention in Hong Kong, Rubashkyn was residing in Taiwan where she was pursuing a Master’s degree in Business Administration. In order to renew her passport to reflect her correct gender, she travelled to the nearest Colombian consulate, which was in Hong Kong. Because she presented as female but her passport still identified her as male, Hong Kong immigration officials refused her entry. She was held for nine hours during which time she was ridiculed for her appearance and subjected to a strip search by two male officers without her consent. The officers aggressively handled her breasts and sexual organs. Her request to be searched by a medical doctor instead was rejected. She was denied access to a women’s toilet and only allowed to go to the men’s toilet.

After being threatened with possible deportation to Colombia—a country where she had suffered violent abuse, including two murder attempts—she was finally allowed to enter Hong Kong after the intervention of Rainbow Action and the Colombian consulate. Because she still faced the threat of deportation to Colombia, she filed a claim for refugee status with the UNHCR. After nine difficult months in Hong Kong, during which she could not legally work or study, she was able to relocate to New Zealand where she was legally recognised as female despite not having undergone sex-reassignment surgery.

Navarro Luigi Recasa

In June of 2015 a transgender woman from the Philippines named Navarro Luigi Recasa sought legal review of her treatment by the HK Police and Correctional Services Department.
 Though her official documents identify her as male and she has not undergone sex-reassignment surgery, she had been living as female since age 12 and was undergoing hormone replacement therapy (HRT) at the time of her arrest in Hong Kong in June of 2014. 

While in custody, Recasa was treated as a male prisoner and was subject to invasive strip searches by male prison officers on several occasions. Before being transferred to the SLPC she was held at the Pik Uk Correctional Institution—an all-male facility—where she placed in solitary confinement for 3 days. After her transfer to the SLPC she was again subjected to a strip search by male officers. 

For the first seven months of her incarceration she was denied access to HRT. It was only after the intervention of transgender advocacy groups that she was allowed access to HRT. 

IV. Conversion therapy
Relevant Article: 16

Recommended Questions:

· Does the Social Welfare Department consider “conversion therapy” for LGBT youth an acceptable therapeutic option?
· Does the HK Government consider it acceptable for social workers to refer LGBT youth for “conversion therapy”?

· Why is the Government directly funding proponents of “conversion therapy” with funds intended to combat discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation?
On 17 June 2011, the Social Welfare Department (SWD) of the HKSAR offered a training programme titled “Talk on Giving Guidance to Same Sex Attracted Youth”. The programme, intended for social workers from the department and associated NGOs who work with young people, was taught by Dr. Hong Kwai-wah, a registered psychiatrist notorious as a practitioner of “conversion therapy” or attempting to change sexual orientation from homosexual to heterosexual.

Dr. Hong is the founder and president of the New Creation Association, a “Christian ministry to people struggling with unwanted same-sex-attraction, homosexuality.” In addition to his private practice specialising in “the treatment of unwanted homosexuality,” he serves on the board of directors of the Society for Truth and Light and has acted as spokesman for the Post Gay Alliance.
 Both organisations are known to promote “conversation therapy” using slogans like “change is possible” and the Society for Truth and Light has actively campaigned against legislation that would prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

To this day, the SWD dismisses concerns about a practitioner of “conversion therapy” being hired to conduct a training programme about working with sexual minority youth and refuses to guarantee that it will not conduct a similar training in the future. In May of 2015, during a meeting of a Legislative Council Subcommittee, Undersecretary of Labour and Welfare, Mr. Stephen Sui, JP, revealed that there is no policy in place to discourage a social worker from referring a client to a practitioner of “conversion therapy.” Under intense questioning, representatives of the SWD refused repeatedly to answer clearly whether they considered “conversion therapy” a legitimate option, explaining that including a diversity of perspectives is the reason Dr. Hong was hired.
 

The imprimatur of the SWD for a practitioner of the ineffective and harmful practice of “conversion therapy” is deeply troubling. Being hired to conduct a training programme for the SWD lends unwarranted credibility to Dr. Hong, suggesting that he is a recognized expert in the field of caring for sexual minority youth. The SWD has claimed, that the topic of conversion therapy was not explicitly part of the 2011 training, but his training materials include the topics like “Causes of Homosexuality,” “Can Homosexual Orientation be Changed?” and “Is Homosexuality Preventable?”
 Since the main focus of his practice is precisely the promotion of anti-gay approaches like “conversion therapy,” it is difficult to construe his involvement in an SWD training as anything other than an endorsement by the SWD of “conversion therapy.”
Of additional concern, in 2014 the Government’s Equal Opportunities (Sexual Orientation) Funding Scheme—ostensibly a part of the Government’s efforts to eliminate discrimination—sponsored projects of the Society for Truth and Light and the Post-Gay Alliance.
 This again shows how Dr. Hong’s bigoted and discredited ideas are repeatedly given credence by the HK Government. 
The 2010 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Anand Grover noted that:

Attempts to “cure” those who engage in same-sex conduct are not only inappropriate, but have the potential to cause significant psychological distress and increase stigmatization of these vulnerable groups.

A special task force of the American Psychological Association (APA) conducted an extensive two-year review of peer-reviewed journal literature on efforts to change sexual orientation and in 2009 reported that “efforts to change sexual orientation are unlikely to be successful and involve some risk of harm, contrary to the claims of [“conversion therapy”] practitioners and advocates.” 

Regarding children and adolescents specifically, the task force found “no research demonstrating that providing [“conversion therapy”] to children or adolescents has an impact on adult sexual orientation,” and expressed “concerns that such interventions may increase self-stigma and minority stress and ultimately increase the distress of children and adolescents.”

Reporting Organisations

Rainbow Action

Rainbow Action was founded on 10th December, 2000 (Human Rights Day) and is a registered organisation in Hong Kong. Rainbow Action is one of the most active local groups fighting for human rights for sexual minorities in Hong Kong. We specialise in non-violent direct actions and public speeches to draw attention to human rights violations and discrimination cases in Hong Kong. Our actions often receive worldwide news media coverage. Issues we are concerned with include freedom of expression, unjust Government ordinances and practices, discriminatory policies, police harassment, and quality of life issues amongst grass roots sexual minority communities.

We are a member of Pride Parade Hong Kong, International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia, and Civil Human Rights Front (Hong Kong).

Rainbow Action 

www.rainbowactionhk.org

Contact person: Noel Chen

Email: rainbowactionhk@gmail.com

Tel: +852-9791-4641

Mailing Address: Room D, 7/F, National Court, 242 Nathan Road, Jordan, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Women Coalition of HKSAR (WCHK)

Women Coalition of HKSAR (WCHK) is a female sexual minority group dedicated to proactively broadening the frontiers for sexual movements and defending the human rights of sexual minorities. WCHK was established on 1st July 2003 and is a registered organisation in Hong Kong. We do our work using a wide range of social movement tactics depending on the issue or message we want to deliver. We conduct research, hold press conferences, provide feature stories, direct actions, produce publications and public education talks and presentations.

WCHK focuses its efforts on the welfare of local sexual minorities, including Lesbian, Bisexual, Queer and transgender people. We defend the human rights of sexual minorities facing discrimination in civil, political, economic, social and cultural contexts due to their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. We are a member of International Lesbian and Gay Association-ILGA (International), Civil Human Rights Front (Hong Kong), and the Chinese Lala Alliance Advisory Board (Greater China).

Women Coalition of HKSAR (WCHK)

www.wchk.org

Contact person: Wylie Yeo 

Email: email@wchk.org



Tel: +852 8103 0701

Mailing Address: Flat 5, 3/F, Bowring Commercial Centre, 150-164 Woosung Street

Jordan, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Association for Transgender Rights

Founded on 31st March, 2014 (Transgender Day of Visibility), the Association for Transgender Rights is an active self-help organization dedicated to the human rights and welfare of transgender people in Hong Kong. We provide education services to the public on transgender issues and promote gender-inclusive initiatives such as constructing more unisex toilets.

In the past few years, we provided shelter to 8 transgender women facing homelessness and rejection by existing social services. We also sheltered one refugee, a transgender woman from Colombia, who arrived in Hong Kong on 16th September, 2013.

We regularly address the Legislative Council of HKSAR and conduct meetings with Government departments including the Hospital Authority, Social Welfare Department, Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau (CMAB) and Equal Opportunities Commission. As advocates for individual transgender people, we offer support and assistance file complaints for discrimination cases.

Association for Transgender Rights
www.transgender.hk 

Contact person: Poon Ngai Tin

Email: transgenderrightshk@gmail.com


Tel: +852 6223 2021
Mailing Address: Room D, 7/F, National Court, 242 Nathan Road, Jordan, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Beyond the Boundary - knowing and concerns Intersex

"Beyond the Boundary - knowing and concerns Intersex” was found in 2011 by Dr. Small Luk, the first openly Intersex person in Hong Kong. Our services cover the area of Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and mainland China. We are the only organisation lead by an Intersex person in Hong Kong and Mainland China. 
We advocate for human rights for Intersex people. We oppose the practice of unnecessary surgery to Intersex infants and children, and support allowing them to grow up healthy and free to determine their gender based on their own experience. We provide information to medical providers, teachers, social workers, the police, counsellors, LGBT groups, religious leaders and government bodies. We also do outreach to Intersex people in Mainland China, providing support and assistance. 

Dr. Luk has presented talks on the situation of Intersex people in Asia around the world. Since 2011, we have connected to UNDP, OII, GIN-SSOGIE, ILGA, AISSGA, China LaLa Alliance, many churches in Taiwan and China, and the Metropolitan Community Churches. 

We submitted an opinion to the consultation reviewing Discrimination Ordinances in Hong Kong. Working with different organisations, we co-wrote human right reports to United Nations under the light of CRC, CRPD, CEDAW.

Beyond the Boundary - knowing and concerns Intersex

www.careis.org

Contact person: Small Ela Luk

Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/concerns.IS

Email: ivysmall@ymail.com 
Tel: 852-81004640
� See Question 22, “What procedures should be followed and what supporting documents should be submitted if I want to change the sex entry on my identity card?” on website of the Hong Kong Immigration Department. The specific requirements are: 


(i) for sex change from female to male: removal of the uterus and ovaries; and construction of a penis or some form of penis;


(ii) for sex change from male to female: removal of the penis and testes; and construction of a vagina.


Available at: http://www.gov.hk/en/residents/immigration/idcard/hkic/faq_hkic.htm


� “Draft law to define who is transgender is expected to provoke debate.” South China Morning Post, 2 March 2014. Available at: http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1438216/draft-law-define-who-transgender-expected-provoke-debate


� “Transgender marriage law vetoed by Legco.” South China Morning Post, 23 October 2014. Available at: www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1622339/legco


� “Elaboration on work of Inter-governmental Working Group on Gender Recognition.” Available at: http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr13-14/english/bc/bc52/papers/bc520429cb2-1417-1-e.pdf


� See, e.g., Méndez, J. E. (2013), Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, United Nations, A/HRC/22/53


paragraph 77:


“Children who are born with atypical sex characteristics are often subject to irreversible sex assignment, involuntary sterilization, involuntary genital normalizing surgery, performed without their informed consent, or that of their parents, ‘in an attempt to fix their sex’, leaving them with permanent, irreversible infertility and causing severe mental suffering.” 


paragraph 88:


“The Special Rapporteur calls upon all States to repeal any law allowing intrusive and irreversible treatments, including forced genital-normalizing surgery, involuntary sterilization, unethical experimentation, [or] medical display… when enforced or administered without the free and informed consent of the person concerned. He also calls upon them to outlaw forced or coerced sterilization in all circumstances and provide special protection to individuals belonging to marginalized groups.”


Available at: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Session22/A.HRC.22.53_English.pdf


� See, e.g. “Interview: We talk to intersex individual Dr. Small Luk about her gender struggles”, 8 May 2015, Time Out. Available at: http://www.timeout.com.hk/gay-lesbian/features/72091/interview-we-talk-to-intersex-individual-dr-small-luk-about-her-gender-struggles.html


� See comments from representative of the Hong Kong Hospital Authority from 4:35 to 5:13 in this video documentary about Dr. Small Luk, available at: https://vimeo.com/125847211


� Third Periodic Report of Hong Kong, China, E/C.12/CHN-HKG/3, paragraph 2.21, p.13. Available at: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2fCHN-HKG%2f3&Lang=en


� “Transgender woman: Hong Kong customs officials behaved ‘like animals’ during body search.” South China Morning Post, 3 November 2013,. Available at: http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1346238/transgender-woman-hong-kong-customs-officers-behaved-animals-during


� News report on the mistreatment by Customs and Excise Department: http://vimeo.com/81917822


� See also “Misunderstood and stateless in Hong Kong: A transgender woman’s nightmare.” CNN, 5 September 2014. Available at: http://edition.cnn.com/2014/09/05/world/transgender-asylum-hong-kong/


� “Transgender woman takes Hong Kong police, prison officers to court over all-men detention ordeal.” South China Morning Post, 14 June 2015. Available at: http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime/article/1821259/transgender-woman-takes-hong-kong-police-prison-officers





� See “Hiring of 'gay cure' doctor stirs anger.” South China Morning Post, 18 June 2011. Available at: http://www.scmp.com/article/970899/hiring-gay-cure-doctor-stirs-anger �Additional materials about the “conversion therapy” training organized by the Social Welfare Department (SWD) available at: http://wigayleaks.rainbowactionhk.org


� http://www.christianmentalhealth.com/doc/referrals.hong.kong.htm


� See, e.g., “Same-sex talk” The Standard, 14 January, 2013. Available at: http://www.thestandard.com.hk/news_detail.asp?art_id=130077&con_type=3


� Webcast of the 12 May 2015 meeting of the Subcommittee on Strategy and Measures to Tackle Domestic Violence and Sexual Violence (in Chinese) available at: http://webcast.legco.gov.hk/public/en-us/SearchResult?MeetingID=M15040035 


English-dubbed version available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5kLe8sE2DM





� See full set of slides at: http://wigayleaks.rainbowactionhk.org/ClassNotes.pdf


� A full list of sponsored projects for 2014-15 available at: http://www.cmab.gov.hk/doc/en/documents/policy_responsibilities/the_rights_of_the_individuals/past_sponsored_projects/2014-15e.pdf�Sponsored projects for 2015-16 available at: http://www.cmab.gov.hk/doc/en/documents/policy_responsibilities/the_rights_of_the_individuals/equalsdofs_2015-16/Liste.pdf


� Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Anand Grover, A/HRC/14/20, paragraph 23. Available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/14session/A.HRC.14.20.pdf


� Report of the American Psychological Association Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic Responses to Sexual Orientation, 2009, p.V. Available at: http://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/therapeutic-response.pdf


� Ibid., p.4
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