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 UNICEF statement 

Distinguished Chair and members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, 

It is a pleasure to see all of you again, and to share some recent updates on UNICEF’s behalf. 

Since the las session, we have finalized and started to disseminate our children’s version of the CRC and would like to again thank you for the support you extended to this document.

At the end of July, the English version and related visual icons have been shared broadly across UNICEF and with partners, for further use and translation in local languages. UNICEF country offices and National Committees, as well as interested partners, are invited to make use of this material to produce their own national versions of the child-friendly Convention and encouraged to carry out the translation and adaptation together with children, using a guide developed with Child Rights Connect and the Belfast University for this purpose. The child-friendly CRC has been translated into French, Spanish, Arabic, Russian and Chinese and these versions are now being tested with children. 

A design guide, including some ideas of the various products that can be prepared is also available. And accessible versions for the visually impaired and video with international sign languages will be ready in the coming months. The link to the available assets was shared with you by the Secretariat but do let me know if you need anything in this respect. 

I will now turn to some update information regarding upcoming CRC@30 celebrations:

First – The Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs (made up of several Member States) officially launched a CRC@30 Global Pledge at the HLFP in mid-July, reaffirming States commitment to full implementation of the CRC in the context of the 21st century. 25 countries have already aligned themselves with this pledge and more are expected to do the same (the list is available on UNICEF global website). Collective endorsement is also expected to take place during the Heads of States meeting in NY on 25 September.

The global pledge comes in addition to our support to national pledges by Heads of States and Governments as launched at the beginning of the year. The national commitments are being captured when possible in videos, with the intention to share through digital channels, and during the various events on 20 November.  UNICEF colleagues in country are encouraging synergy between these pledges and the ones solicited by the Committee. 

Second – On October 16 and 18, and as mentioned in my update at the previous session, a Global Mayor’s Summit on Child Friendly Cities will take place in Cologne, Germany, with 500 delegates in attendance, including Mayors representing cities participating in UNICEF’s ‘Child Friendly Cities Initiative’ (CFCI) around the world, as well as the Chair of the Committee. The Summit will allow city delegations, political representatives and technical experts to share best practices for implementing child rights, successes and challenges, and to respond to child and youth consultations. Mayor’s will acknowledge a youth manifesto for Child Friendly Cities and commit to a ‘Mayor’s Declaration’. 

Third – On 18th November, UNICEF CRC@30 Flagship Report – 30 years back, 30 years ahead -- will be launched. As mentioned at the last session, the report will take an in-depth look at the child rights achievements of the past three decades, the challenges that remain, and the opportunities that exist to consolidate progress and accelerate change. The resulting publication will seek to understand what drives advances in child rights, what impedes them, and what stakeholders can and must do to better fulfil children’s rights in the next 30 years. It will consider new dimensions to child rights, considering how global trends that are changing childhood (such as environmental and climate change, urbanization, the way digital technologies are reshaping our lives, mass migrations and protracted conflicts) present new challenges and new opportunities for children to realise their rights in the 21st century.

Finally, on 20th November, as the culmination of celebrations, national summits for children will be held around the world. In approximately 40 countries, national ‘Summits for Children’ are being organized, where leaders from Government, Business, Civil Society and Faith Communities will celebrate refreshed commitments to realize child rights and children will hold them accountable for those promises.

As you know, commemorative events will also take place in Geneva and New York. In the morning of November 20th at the UNGA in New York child speakers from all regions of the world will be invited to take centre stage (physically or virtually) and address the UN community, including the SG, senior representatives of the UN agencies and bodies (including the Chair of the Committee) and member state representatives. Further, this global commemoration in New York on November 20th2019 will enable the UN Membership to witness a moment of unity, as children in the UN are connected with their young counterparts participating in national level summits and events around the world. An official handover will be organized with the Geneva event. 

We look forward to working with all of you on these exiting plans in the coming months, as well as on the follow-up of the hopefully many commitments that will be made by States. 

In the meantime, we wish you all the best for this session and look forward to our interactions in the coming weeks. 
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