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Suggested grades by the civil society organization
A: The response of the government to the recommended measure is satisfactory. 
B: The response of the government to the recommended measure is partially satisfactory.
C: The government has not taken any actions to implement the recommendation.
D: The government has taken actions that are contrary to the recommendation. 

	Paragraph 23 (e) Mixed migratory flows: migrants, asylum seekers and refugees

	Facilitate access to education for all migrant children and, to that end, increase the necessary human, technical and financial resources and provide training to teachers and other personnel involved;

	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	Β/C

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	As presented in Greece’s 2017 follow-up report, refugee children living in Refugee Accommodation Centers are assigned to Reception School Annexes for Refugee Education that operate on a second shift basis in the afternoon (2-6pm): these are in fact “ghetto schools” opposed by the schools directors. On 4 December 2017 the Panhellenic Scientific Union of Primary School Directors protested the continuing use of these annexes, urging instead that the refugee children are integrated in the regular morning program through the use of the successful structure of Reception Classes. In fact, as Greece reported therein, refugee children living “off-sites” attend such Reception Classes integrated in morning programs of regular public schools near their residence. 


	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	The Government failed to state that the information above concerns only refugee children living in the mainland. Refugee children living in the islands have no access to education as reported by Human Rights Watch and the UNHCR.

	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	Greece has not provided statistics as to how many refugee children of mandatory school-age are in Greece, how many of them attend the aforementioned “annexes” or “reception classes” and thus how many are denied access to education, which is estimated as a high percentage of the total number. 
“Greece promised to make public schools accessible to asylum-seeking children last year, but completely left out children on the islands,” Simon Rau, Mercator fellow at Human Rights Watch said in September 2017. “The new plans are laudable progress, but asylum-seeking children on the islands cannot wait any longer for Greece to fulfil their basic right to education.” 
Greek Helsinki Monitor therefore gives a B grade for the partial improvement for access to education in the mainland and a C grade for the failure to secure a similar access in the islands.



	Paragraph 23 (f) Mixed migratory flows: migrants, asylum seekers and refugees

	Ensure regular and clear flow of information on immigration and asylum procedures to all migrants arriving to the State party, facilitate access to such procedures and to legal aid and ensure individual assessment of the asylum applications and due process guarantees throughout the asylum procedure, including protection from refoulement;

	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	Β/D

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM) urges CERD to consult the attached very thorough 2017 report by the NGO AITIMA “Asylum seekers on hold: Aspects of the asylum procedure in Greece” which details the process and documents how “the access to the asylum procedure remained problematic both at the islands and the mainland.” Additionally, GHM attaches a timeline jointly published on 20 March 2018 by GHM and another 10 NGOs “Two years since the EU – Turkey deal: a timeline.” These two documents show the very partial effectiveness of the measures detailed in Greece’s 2017 follow-up report. 

	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	In the aforementioned NGO report and timeline, there is information on measures taken, mainly in implementation of the EU – Turkey agreement, that have had adverse effects on access to asylum and rights of asylum seekers.   

	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	In its 2017 report on its 2016 visit, CPT detailed the absence of adequate information in Reception and Information Centers (“hot-spots”) were migrants/refugees are in effect detained persons: “they were generally not provided with any (reliable) information about their rights and their situation by the Greek authorities (e.g. information leaflets in various languages explaining the reasons for their deprivation of liberty, the asylum procedure and their rights, including the right to challenge their deprivation of liberty and the right to lodge complaints). …In addition, there was a major gap in terms of legal protection; legal aid was generally unavailable in practice and access to a lawyer proved difficult. There was also a lack of available interpreters at both centres visited which inevitably led to significant problems in communication between the detained foreign nationals and the police or other staff. Moreover, the adults deprived of their liberty … – mostly Pakistanis – were de facto held in pre-removal detention, although the section was not officially operating as a pre-removal centre. Some of these detainees claimed that they had not been able to communicate to the police their wish to apply for asylum. Clearly, all asylum applications should be duly registered by the Greek authorities.” The situation has not changed much since then. In 2017 Pro-Asyl has documented that even “beneficiaries [of international protection] had no proper information regarding their rights and obligations upon recognition. The information provided by the Asylum Service is only very general and limited.”

Greek Helsinki Monitor therefore gives again a B grade for the partial improvement for access to asylum a D grade for measures taken that have had an adverse effect.



	Paragraph 25 (b) Labour discrimination of migrant workers and persons belonging to ethnic minorities

	Investigate instances of labour discrimination and labour exploitation of migrant workers and persons belonging to ethnic minorities, prosecute abusive employers and compensate victims;

	Suggested grade by the civil society organization
	C

	1. Any measures taken in accordance with the recommendation, and its effects

	Greece’s 2017 follow-up report includes a detailed reference to various relevant legal provisions but has absolutely no information as to any investigation and prosecution of labour discrimination and labour exploitation of migrants and minorities, simply because none has been carried out. CERD is requested to take into consideration the March 2017 judgment in the case of Chowdury and others v. Greece in which the ECtHR found a violation of Article 4 § 2 on account of the failure of the Greece to fulfil its positive obligations under that provision, namely the obligations to prevent the impugned situation of human trafficking of foreign workers, to protect the 42 applicant victims, to conduct an effective investigation into the offences and to punish those responsible for the trafficking.



	2. Any measures taken that contradict the purposes of the recommendation

	N/A


	3. Current status of the problem (especially changes after the adoption of concluding observations)

	It is generally believed and occasionally reported by media and some civil society actors that similar situations of labour discrimination and labour exploitation of migrant and minority workers continues to exist unrestrained.  
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