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Additional Submissions in Advance of Ireland’s Review under the 92nd Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
15th December 2022

1. These additional submissions on behalf of the Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT) provide a very brief update on key issues discussed in our initial submission, namely, child justice in Ireland and the rights of children with a family member in prison. 

Administration of child justice
2. The first meeting in 2022 of the Youth Justice Advisory Group, comprised of stakeholders including NGOs such as IPRT and chaired by Minister of State James Browne, took place on 22 November and the Youth Justice Implementation Statement 2021 was published on 13 December 2022.[footnoteRef:1] Budget 2023 further announced an increase of €2.5 million in spending on youth justice with a view to supporting the aim of achieving full coverage of youth diversion projects around the country over the next two years.[footnoteRef:2] Further calls have since been made for proposals from community and youth service organisations to establish four new youth diversion projects across the country.[footnoteRef:3] It is understood that these projects will be trialled based on an approach centred around inter-agency collaboration and an integrated commissioning and implementation of the ‘no wrong door’ principle. [1:  Department of Justice, Youth Justice Implementation Statement 2021 (2022), available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/dca46-youth-justice-implementation-statement-2021/. ]  [2:  Department of Justice, Stronger, safer communities prioritised in Justice Budget 2023 (2022), available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0d5ef-stronger-safer-communities-priorities-in-justice-budget-2023/.]  [3:  Merrion Street, Minister of State Browne calls for proposals to establish new Youth Diversion Projects (2022), available at: http://merrionstreet.ie/en/news-room/releases/minister_of_state_browne_calls_for_proposals_to_establish_new_youth_diversion_projects.175313.shortcut.html. ] 


3. IPRT welcomes these actions as important steps in progressing the implementation of the Youth Justice Strategy 2021-2027, although we were disappointed that the Youth Justice Advisory Group only met once in 2022 and that the 2021 Implementation Statement was published so late in 2022. 

	
IPRT recommends that the Committee ask the State about (i) more recent updates on progress under the Youth Justice Strategy in 2022 including the action taken to update the Children Act 2001 as needed (ii) the role of the Youth Justice Advisory Group going forward with regular meetings and (iii) further information on the resourcing available to implement all of the recommendations under the Strategy.  




4. IPRT remains concerned that the recent call for proposals for new youth diversion projects repeated the intention that such projects will provide early intervention supports for children aged 8-11.[footnoteRef:4] As stated in our alternative report dated 15 August 2022, we do not think it is appropriate to bring children as young as 8 into the folds of the criminal justice system. Supports for such children and their families are more appropriately placed with social and educational services. [4:  Ibid. ] 


5. IPRT further notes that the Implementation Statement for 2021 makes very limited reference to children from Traveller or Roma backgrounds. As stated previously, this is a significant gap in the current Youth Justice Strategy that has been raised by members of the Youth Justice Advisory Group.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Department of Justice, Youth Justice Implementation Statement 2021 (2022), at p. 3, available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/dca46-youth-justice-implementation-statement-2021/] 
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IPRT repeats its recommendations that the State (i) clarify and reconsider the proposals to extend the Garda Youth Diversion Projects to children aged 8-11 and (ii) explain how it is working to address the apparent overrepresentation of children from minority ethnic groups in the youth justice system. 




Recognition and support for children with a family member in prison
6. On 12 December 2022, the Irish Prison Service (IPS) restored all prisoners’ entitlement to weekly physical visits of not more than 30 minutes duration (with an entitlement to have a weekly video visit instead of a physical visit if preferable).[footnoteRef:6] IPRT strongly welcomes this move, coming as it does nearly 3 years after this entitlement was first removed (at the outset of the pandemic in March 2020). It was disappointing, however, that coverage of the resumption of such visits focused on security aspects of potential contraband being brought into prisons[footnoteRef:7] instead of the benefits such visits offer to children and families.[footnoteRef:8] [6:  Irish Prison Service, Entitlement to Weekly Physical Visits Restored in all Prisons (2022), available at: https://www.irishprisons.ie/entitlement-to-weekly-physical-visits-restored-in-all-prisons/. ]  [7:  RTÉ, Prison visits return to normal after almost three years of Covid restrictions (2022), available at: https://www.rte.ie/news/2022/1212/1341253-prison-visits/. ]  [8:  For more information on this see IPRT, IPRT welcomes the reinstatement of weekly physical prison visits in time for Christmas (2022), available at: https://www.iprt.ie/latest-news/iprt-welcomes-the-reinstatement-of-weekly-physical-prison-visits-in-time-for-christmas/. ] 


7. On 10 October 2022, the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth published its Report on the Public Consultation on a New Policy Framework for Children and Young People.[footnoteRef:9] The report summarised the findings of the consultation run earlier in 2022 and will help inform the design and development of the new policy framework for Children and Young People which is due to be published early in 2023. IPRT was delighted that the report reflected many of the points made by the IPRT-led Action for Children and Families of Prisoners Network[footnoteRef:10] and hopes to see these points reflected in the new policy framework.   [9:  Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Report on the Public Consultation on a New Policy Framework for Children and Young People (2022), available at: https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/ac2f8-report-on-the-public-consultation-on-a-new-policy-framework-for-children-and-young-people/. ]  [10:  Action for Children and Families of Prisoners Network, Submission to Government Policy Framework for Children and Young People in Ireland (2022), available at: https://www.actionforfamilies.ie/2022/02/28/network-submission-to-government-policy-framework-for-children-and-young-people-in-ireland/. ] 


	
IPRT repeats its recommendation that the Committee ask the State about the new policy framework for children and young people in Ireland and whether it will explicitly recognise children with a family member in prison as a cohort in need of support and include actions for addressing this cohort’s needs. 




8. Finally, IPRT wishes to update the Committee that – since our previous submissions and appearance at the Pre-Session in September 2022 – we have hired a full-time Project Coordinator for a three-year Children and Families of Prisoners Initiative. This is the first time that such a role has existed in Ireland and will build IPRT’s capacity for advocacy in this area. 

Conclusion
9. IPRT looks forward to the 92nd Session of the Committee and hopes that the above information is useful to Committee members. 
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