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1. This report represents the position of the “Cultural Center of the Caucasus Yezidis” (hereinafter CCCY), which strives to safeguard the rights, freedoms, and cultural heritage of the Yezidi community in the countries where they reside. The report outlines the circumstances of the Yezidi community in Armenia, which is a national minority. 

2. The authors of the CCCY report would like to extend their warmest welcome to the official report of the Republic of Armenia and to express their agreement with a number of assessments and conclusions. We would like to reiterate our belief that the Government of Armenia is committed to fulfilling the country's international obligations to implement all the norms specified in the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. We would like to suggest that this should be fully implemented with regard to the Yezidi people in Armenia. We believe that in Armenia, there have been some encouraging developments in recent years, with positive changes in national legislation and domestic policy for national minorities aimed at preventing discriminatory practices.
3. The CCCY report offers an alternative perspective to the official report. It was prepared on the basis of monitoring the situation of the Yezidi community in accordance with the provisions of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination through classical human rights monitoring. The monitoring was conducted in more than 40 localities of the Yezidi community in Armenia. This report focuses on the situation in 2019–2024, which is the period covered by Armenia's report. From the very beginning, we did not consider our goal to be confrontation with the government's position or to refute official information and official conclusions. Our goal was to present a different view of the situation from the official one, using other sources of information. At the same time, we have tried, as far as possible, to avoid duplicating the general information contained in the government report. Such a description, in our opinion, is intended to contribute to a more diverse and in-depth understanding by interested international organisations of human rights issues in Armenia among the national minorities of Armenia within the framework of the implementation of CERD, as well as to meaningful and constructive discussions on these topics within the country. 

4. It is estimated that the Yezidis in Armenia constitute the largest national minority in the country. It is believed that the Yezidi community in Armenia lives predominantly in rural areas. It would seem that the Yezidi people in Armenia are more politically engaged than in other parts of the region, which has led to some heated debates among community leaders in Yerevan. While these discussions are valuable, it is clear that there are significant socio-economic challenges and discriminatory practices, including veiled ones, that the Yezidi community in Armenia is facing.
5. The Republic of Armenia is a state that is home to a number of other ethnic groups in addition to Armenian citizens. Among these, the Yezidi ethnic group is the second largest in Armenia. Despite the government's best efforts to establish effective democratic institutions and foster attitudes of citizenship, the country has not yet succeeded in supporting ethnic minorities, in particular the Yezidi community in Armenia, to the extent that it would like. It would be fair to say that the Yezidi community in Armenia is often the subject of discrimination, whether overt or covert, and that there is a certain degree of xenophobia in the country. 

6. It would be fair to say that the participation of Yezidis in all spheres of public life in the country remains very limited and that they are particularly underrepresented in representative bodies in science, sport, and culture. It is a matter of concern that the degree of participation and representation of representatives of the Yezidi community in the socio-political and cultural life of the country is relatively low. It is becoming increasingly clear that the lack of regular dialogue with the Yezidi community is contributing to a growing feeling of discrimination and alienation within the community. It would seem that the issues facing the Yezidi community are not often highlighted, if at all, when there is a need to create visibility in front of international organisations. It could be said that the level of participation of persons belonging to the Yezidi community in all spheres of life is an indicator of the level of pluralism and democracy in a wider society. It is unfortunate that the lack of proper participation of the Yezidi community in the many significant social spheres of life has led to the community being marginalised.
7. It would seem that there is a process of forced emigration of the Yezidi community to European countries, Russia, and other CIS countries in Armenia. It is important to consider the emigration of young people, given the current practice of veiled discrimination, which may contribute to the stimulation of youth emigration at a high rate. It is also worth noting that the emigration of young people and students can have a significant impact on the wider emigration of the families of the Yezidi community, as parents may feel the need to be closer to their children. It would seem that several reasons have been identified in Armenia for the Yezidi community to leave. The authorities of the country attributed this to the economic difficulties encountered throughout the country, which is a possible contributing factor. The CCCY has identified a number of factors that may encourage emigration, including the presence of a form of veiled discrimination, limited access to education, and artificially limited representation in social and cultural political life. It would seem that the majority of the Yezidi community in Armenia feels that they have no future in Armenia due to their belonging to ethnic minorities.
8. The primary commonality of minority-related legislation and its implementation practices is the considerable discrepancy between symbolic and instrumental politics, or, in other words, between rhetoric and the actions of the authorities. The portion of Armenian legislation that is terminologically and substantively related to ethnicity is rather complex and diverse, both in structure and content. In addition to international treaties, which are constitutionally part of the legal system of the country, the sources of law in this area are the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia itself and a number of legal acts, in particular, decrees of the government.
9. While Armenian legislation on the protection of the rights and freedoms of ethnic minorities includes many general and declarative formulations, there is still some way to go before it is fully aligned with democratic law enforcement and effective practical implementation. Although the basic principles of protection of ethnic minorities are expressed in the Constitution of Armenia and sectoral laws, the country has not yet adopted a law directly regulating the rights and status of minorities. As of August 2024, there is no anti-discrimination law that would also include the protection of the rights of all social groups and national minorities in the country. Andranik Shirinyan, regional representative of Freedom House Armenia, believes that the adoption of an ‘anti-discrimination’ law
 is a crucial obligation under the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership Agreement signed with the EU. At the same time, he is sure that this commitment should not act as the only incentive. There is a possibility that the law will be adopted in 2024. The country has already adopted the Human Rights Action Plan, which stipulates that the law should be adopted this year. However, the question remains as to what form it will be adopted and how effective it will be. If the law is adopted in a declarative form, as it is currently envisaged, it may have the effect of making it ineffective. This is because, if it is declarative, there will be no mechanism to combat discrimination, and the existing mechanisms are very weak. This is according to Mamikon Hovsepyan. Shirinyan notes that the delay in adopting the law is also a consequence of the government's changing priorities caused by the security situation. ‘It would be beneficial for the government to recognise the importance of anti-discrimination measures in fostering resilient, inclusive societies that are better equipped to navigate the diverse challenges of state security,’ he adds. In her article, Anna Yeganian notes that the Council of Europe, in January 2024, once again urged Armenia to adopt a law taking into account all the necessary points. 20 MEPs signed this appeal and published it. A number of human rights defenders have expressed concern that the Armenian authorities' neglect and delay in adopting the anti-discrimination law may result in a lack of progress in the field of protection against discrimination.
10. It would be beneficial for the Yezidi community and other ethnic groups if there were a more flexible approach from official authorities in the spirit of CERD provisions. This would help them identify themselves as national minorities and ensure the regional implementation of CERD provisions.

11. While it is encouraging to see the development of democratisation processes in Armenia, it is worth noting that officials (at the rank of advisors or ministers, heads of committees, heads of agencies) dealing specifically with ethnic minorities and civil integration issues may not yet be fully effective in such matters. This is due to the fact that they are representatives of the executive branch, which may limit their ability to maintain full independence and impartiality.
12. It would seem that in the sphere of Armenian media, there has been less and less mention of the Yezidi community as an ethnic minority in recent years. It could be said that the limited media coverage of the Yezidi community in Armenia has the effect of creating a general passivity within the Yezidi community.  Yezidi youth are experiencing a certain degree of confusion. On the one hand, they wish to emphasise their identity but face the challenge of being overlooked by state institutions, which subsequently affects civil society as well. Yezidis are faced with a challenging situation. In order to advance in their careers, they must choose between maintaining their national identity or prioritising their careers. It would be beneficial to consider the possibility of broadcasting news programmes in other minority languages, such as Yezidi, with a greater number of informative radio programmes. The absence of Yezidis in public and social life, coupled with the limited representation in the media, has led to a sense of asceticism and a sense of inferiority among the Yezidi community. This can be seen as a veiled form of discrimination. This suggests that the issues and aspirations of the Yezidi community are not a priority for any state structure, including those whose role it is to protect the rights and freedoms of national minorities. 

13. According to Morse Florence, a staff member of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights who visited the Yezidi community in Armenia, there are major human rights problems among the Yezidi community in Armenia: 'I realised that not only for the Yezidi community but for other communities, the biggest problem is the loss of identity as well as language and literacy. Based on the discussions and opinions of the Yezidi community, I realised that they have a deep problem with language learning in schools. And we know that if minorities are not able to learn their mother tongue, it leads to the collapse of their identity within a decade. If a child doesn't have the opportunity to learn their mother tongue, they begin to see that their mother tongue is not important, their identity is not important, they will be insignificant, and they will not value their mother tongue'.
14. International authoritative organisations
 have noted in their reports on Armenia that minority representatives feel excluded from political representation, with minimal representation in the National Assembly (only one deputy) or significant positions in the government. Sashik Sultanian, head of the Yezidi Centre for Human Rights, has publicly stated that ‘the participation of national minorities in the processes should not be limited only to their physical presence’
. Unfortunately, after independence, the presence of national minorities in various spheres was ineffective and incomplete. In particular, we discuss the possibility of implementing a quota system for national minorities and their involvement in state structures. However, we rarely consider the obligations or rights that they would be entitled to by being part of this or that state apparatus or body and how these rights could be measured. Similarly, we have yet to determine to what extent the results that they can achieve will be the basis for solving the problems of national minorities. It would seem that the Armenian authorities do make an effort to provide funding for the promotion of minority culture. However, minority organisations have expressed concern that this is not always sufficient. This is particularly the case for those minorities that do not have an external kin state to provide an alternative source of resources, such as Armenia's Yezidi community.
15. In a similar manner to the obligations imposed on states by civil rights, the cultural rights of the Yezidi people in Armenia also impose an obligation on the state, namely the obligation to respect, protect, and fulfil these cultural rights. In order to respect rights, it is important for the state to refrain from interfering with the enjoyment of cultural rights and to provide additional and intensive encouragement in the enjoyment of cultural rights. It would be beneficial for the state to consider implementing appropriate legislative, administrative, budgetary, and other measures to facilitate the full enjoyment of cultural rights. It is important to recognise that the Yezidi community may require additional support to fully realise their cultural rights.

16. The situation with regard to the rights to share and develop culture with other members of the Yezidi community in Armenia largely reflects the general situation with human rights and freedoms. It is our understanding that, at present, in Armenia, the cultural rights of the Yezidi community are given secondary importance (sometimes not at all). However, we believe that international experience and history have shown and proved otherwise. It is the availability and implementation of cultural rights and access to culture that provide society with the basis for democratisation and the laying down of the rule of law. In this respect, we can talk about the reverse course. It is precisely with developed cultural rights and access to culture by ethnic minorities that it is possible to guarantee the legal consciousness of the population and the possibility of establishing a state based on the rule of law.  When considering the situation of cultural rights of the Yezidi community in Armenia, one can see a situation that is almost identical: the cultural rights of the Yezidi community are gradually dissolving and disappearing.

17. The State of Armenia has enshrined the right to enjoy cultural rights for Yezidis. However, there is still some way to go in terms of establishing a real and effective working mechanism for the protection, preservation, access to culture and the development of culture for the Yezidi community. It is important to recognise that the current situation and position of the Yezidi community is not solely a result of the lack of political will on the part of the state. There is still much to be done to encourage initiative and collaboration between all parties involved. It is with great concern that we observe the real possibility that the Yezidi community may not have the conditions for access, development, and preservation of its peculiarities, traditions, and culture. In the long term, we believe that the state may not fully develop and implement programmes and measures that would create favourable conditions for women and men belonging to the Yezidi people to express their features and develop their culture, language, religion, traditions, and customs. The Yezidi community has been left with few options but to rely on self-organisation and the efforts of a few activists and human rights defenders, who have also faced significant challenges from Armenian state structures. Yezidi representatives expressed regret that much of the support from the authorities for their culture and minority status has been limited to ‘folkloric expressions of dance and song’ rather than utilising funds to address other key areas.

18. The Yezidi community of Armenia aspires to participate in the cultural, social, economic, and socio-political life of Armenia without any form of direct or veiled discrimination, thus integrating into the life of the whole society in Armenia. The Yezidi community is committed to defending its right to identity, culture, and religion, as well as the right to full education in its mother tongue, and believes that these rights are not fully realised. Otherwise, this provision could be perceived as discriminatory.

19. The Yezidi community is currently unable to access state support for its small (symbolic) theatre, which was recently organised through the efforts of a few activists of the Yezidi community itself. There is a lack of encouragement or support for Yezidi cultural activists, artists, or other artists. In general, it could be said that the state does not provide the Yezidi people with the opportunity or financial support to organise and shape their cultural life, nor does it encourage or support initiatives. In this case, it is hoped that they will be able to rely on their own resources, including their own organisations, culturologists and historians, businessmen and others who still value their Yezidi people, their culture and their history, as well as the right of their children to a Yezidi future. It is believed that the availability and exercise of cultural rights and access to culture will give society the basis for democratisation and the laying down of the rule of law. In this respect, we can talk about the reverse current. It is our hope that the development of cultural rights and access to culture by ethnic minorities (in our case, Yezidis) will help to ensure that the population is able to exercise their legal consciousness and establish the rule of law.

20. It would be beneficial for the Yezidi community of Armenia, which numbers over 100,000 people (many of whom have left due to economic hardship and discriminatory policies, but retained their native homes, some of whom have retained Armenian citizenship), to participate in cultural, social, economic, and socio-political life. It would be beneficial for the Yezidi community in Armenia to have the right to identity, culture, and their religion, as well as the right to full education in their native language, which unfortunately is also limited.

21. Representatives of the Yezidi community in Armenia have noted that it is important for them that the Yezidi mother tongue is recognised and considered as part of the linguistic and cultural heritage where they live. We believe that the authorities should pursue an active and consistent policy in the field of education so that our rights to full education in our mother tongue are protected. Education is an important instrument for preserving the identity of the Yezidi community in Armenia. This encompasses not only the system of regular compulsory secondary education, but also pre-school, higher, and special education.

22 This implies a need to learn the state language and, at the same time, adequate opportunities to learn one's mother tongue. It would be unfortunate if instruction in the state language were to be at the expense of the absence of instruction in the mother tongue.

23. Today, the Yezidi community has a great need for vocational education, adult education, and training of professional groups including lawyers, police, journalists, government officials, and even political and public figures. It would be remiss of us not to mention the many other educational activities that are available outside the traditional school setting. These include religious education classes and summer educational camps. Unfortunately, the Yezidi community is currently deprived of or significantly limited in a number of ways in relation to these activities. A number of representatives of the Yezidi community have expressed their belief that this is done purposefully by the state, which they interpret as veiled and unintentional discrimination. Some citizens are understandably reluctant to have their names and data made public, given the number of concerns that have been raised about their safety and the possibility of persecution. These concerns will be discussed in more detail later in this report.

24. The lack of proper access to full secondary education in the mother tongue is a significant obstacle to the Yezidi community’s competitiveness. This is reflected in a real lack of representation in many spheres of socio-political life. 

25. It is becoming increasingly clear that the educational system of the country has not yet fully recognised the importance of preschool education in the native language. This has implications for the Yezidi language and culture, which have not yet been fully taken into account. The Yezidi community in Armenia has no pre-school institutions or kindergartens in their native Yezidi language. Many Yezidis, Yezidi organisations, and international organisations perceive such steps as assimilation. Many specialists, experts, legal scholars, and human rights activists have expressed concern that this may be seen as a restriction of the right to education. Community representatives have also highlighted the need for more Yezidi and bilingual pre-school institutions, as well as more vocational, adult, and continuing education in the Yezidi language. Currently, there are no pre-schools, which means that children enter schools with a non-native language education without basic training. Many experts, legal scholars, and human rights activists believe that this may be seen as a restriction on the right to education. This could potentially have an impact on the future performance of pupils, as they may face difficulties in receiving education in their native language during their studies. It is important to note that there is an international and constitutional right to the opportunity to receive education in one's mother tongue. When this opportunity to receive education in one's mother tongue is no longer available, it can be seen as a form of discrimination, which could have a negative impact on the future of the Yezidi community.

26. In areas where Yezidis are dispersed, parents begin to consider sending their children to kindergartens where the language of the titular nation is spoken, and subsequently to schools with a non-native language sector. All this is interconnected and intertwined, but in the end, it all boils down to one thing: the de facto disappearance of the right and opportunity of Yezidis to receive education in their mother tongue, which is also interpreted as a discriminatory policy. It is a concern that today's children and generations before them from areas of compact settlement, for the most part, are unable to read or write in their native language. They tend to prefer to speak in a language other than their mother tongue. It is unfortunate that they have been deprived of the opportunity to receive an education in their native language.

27. International organisations continue to raise the issue of the discontinuation of education among minorities in Armenia. In Armenia, civil society organisations and Yezidi organisations have been highly engaged on this issue (until the unfortunate incident of organised persecution of Yezidi community activists by the Armenian judiciary and law enforcement agencies). In general, they have indicated that the actual number of school dropouts is much higher than reported by the authorities: up to 70 percent of Yezidi girls drop out of school and 50 percent of Yezidi boys (compared to about 7 percent in the majority population). In particular, teachers' reports indicate that fewer than five Yezidi girls per year in each school complete 12 years of education. In terms of reasons, they identified a number of factors that may contribute to this dropout rate. These include a number of educational challenges: the availability of pre-school facilities; the absence of all 12 years of compulsory education in Yezidi villages; a lack of understanding of the importance of education by students and parents; the prolonged absence of nomadic seasonal work in school in some settlements; poor provision of Yezidi language instruction; and the absence of Yezidi and minority teaching in the curriculum.

28. A number of international authoritative organisations, including the Council of Europe's Advisory Committee on National Minorities
, have respectfully urged the authorities to consider taking priority action to address the disproportionately high dropout rates of Yezidi students, especially girls. It would be greatly appreciated if the authorities could consider being more active in cooperating with civil society and minority representatives to develop and implement a strategy with concrete indicators and results to reduce dropout rates, taking into account the full range of contributing factors. Isabel Broyan, an expert at the Yezidi Center for Human Rights, spoke about the challenges
 related to the education of national minorities. She highlighted the non-attendance of Yezidi girls in mainstream schools, general attendance, the issue of teaching the Yezidi language in the classroom, and the fact that the Yezidi language is not taught in schools. Our research has indicated that there may be room for improvement in the efforts made by principals to provide education for children who have dropped out of school. This may be due to certain national traditions and customs [of Yezidis].

29. It would be beneficial to explore the possibility of expanding and systematising the current model of scholarships available for higher education more widely to include other institutions. This could potentially provide greater access to higher education for more students belonging to national minorities.

30. Yezidi representatives expressed their concern that the teaching of their language in the primary grades of secondary schools was not as widespread and informal as they would have liked. In some cases, it was offered as an optional class outside normal school hours and for only one or two hours per week. They explained that this had a negative impact on pupils' engagement in classes, which was also affected by the perceived lack of opportunity to work or study further in the language. It is becoming increasingly clear that the right of children belonging to Yezidi national minorities to learn their mother tongue is not yet universally guaranteed.

31. In the places of compact settlement of the Yezidi community in Armenia, it would appear that the regional and local authorities have not yet given the Yezidi community appropriate powers in the field of education. This may be preventing the participation of Yezidis in the process of forming educational policy at the regional and local level. It would be beneficial for the Yezidi community to have the opportunity to participate and have a choice in the educational system at the local level in the Yezidi language, as well as to teach it. In accordance with international law, the Yezidi community in Armenia, as well as others, has the right to establish and manage their own private educational institutions in accordance with local legislation. These institutions may include Yezidi language schools. In light of the Yezidi community's right to establish and manage their own private educational institutions, it is important to recognize that the state should not impede this right. Instead, it should support initiatives that are periodically manifested by members of the Yezidi community but are not supported by the state. These initiatives often face challenges due to burdensome legal and administrative requirements. Furthermore, when patrons and entrepreneurs wish to open private educational institutions, those teaching the Yezidi language may face challenges and alienation from these initiatives.

32. In the last decade, there has been a tendency in Armenian society to focus on the education of national minorities in a rather narrow way. This has led to discussions about secondary, incomplete education in the native language, which currently covers no more than 10% of the Yezidi community. This approach may inadvertently create a sense of non-competitiveness for the Yezidi community. Such thinking has the potential to weaken the Yezidi community, which could have an impact on its ability to engage effectively in socio-political, cultural, and social life in Armenia. 

33. It is widely acknowledged that the early years of schooling are crucial for a child's development. Educational research suggests that a child's mother tongue is the ideal medium of instruction during the preschool and kindergarten periods. However, it is unfortunate that the children of the Yezidi community are not provided with the conditions that would allow parents to have a choice between preschool education in their native Yezidi language or in the state language. Preschool education in the native language has become simply impossible. This situation may have an impact on the quality of the mother tongue proficiency of the representatives of the Yezidi community in Armenia in the near future. It would be beneficial to consider teaching the Yezidi language as an academic subject on a permanent basis, which unfortunately is not currently done. Similarly, the state language could be taught as a subject on a permanent basis, preferably by bilingual teachers who have a good understanding of the cultural and linguistic peculiarities of the Yezidi community. It is unfortunate that such conditions have not yet been created, which may potentially lead to the actual assimilation of the Yezidi people and complete ‘dissolution’ in the titular nation in the near future. It is important to consider the importance of preschool education in the native language. From this angle, it seems that the educational system of Armenia has not yet fully taken into account the language and culture of Yezidis, even in places where the Yezidi community lives compactly. It is worth noting that these are almost all the settlements of the Yezidi community in Armenia, without exception, where there have been no Yezidi preschool institutions in the native language for the last 30 years. In fact, it is estimated that more than 100,000 people have left Armenia for Russia and Europe, partly leaving their Armenian citizenship and native homes. It would appear that the Yezidi community of Armenia is currently lacking in the provision of preschool institutions or kindergartens in their native Yezidi language.

34. It would be beneficial to ensure the availability of teachers trained in all subjects in the mother tongue, in order to provide primary and secondary levels of Yezidi language education or instruction. While we recognise that this is not yet a reality, we believe that there is potential for progress in this area.  It would be beneficial to consider organising effective language programmes and training courses for teachers of national minorities in Armenia. These could include knowledge of both the teaching methodology, culture, identity, and fundamental rights of national minorities, including the Yezidi people. Despite numerous European reports and recommendations from leading international organisations, it may be worth exploring ways to ensure that a significant part of the curriculum in Yezidi secondary schools is taught in the Yezidi language. In line with the recommendations of the Council of Europe, it would be beneficial to consider the possibility of teaching the Yezidi language as an academic subject on a permanent basis in places of compact community residence.

35. It is a concern that today's children and generations before them from areas of compact settlement, for the most part, are unable to read or write in their native language. They also appear to prefer to speak in a language other than their mother tongue. It seems that they have been deprived of the opportunity to receive an education in their native language.

36. It would appear that the state educational structures of Armenia are not fully engaged in addressing the aforementioned issues and training national staff for pre-school education institutions and secondary schools of the Yezidi community. It is evident that the state is not prioritising the training of personnel and teachers for the education system of the Yezidi community. This situation may not fully align with international obligations and the very legislation of Armenia. It is of great importance to the Yezidi community that political and practical actions aimed at assimilation of the Yezidi community be suspended. It is noteworthy that the majority of Yezidi teachers, for fear of losing their jobs, have spoken out against some state educational programmes for a variety of reasons, mainly the gradual loss of the right to education in their mother tongue.

37. It is our hope that higher education in the Yezidi language will be made available in the places of compact settlement, if the necessary conditions are created by the state authorities in the state educational structures, and if these conditions are sufficient to meet the needs of the Yezidi community. At the same time, we believe that the Yezidi people should have the legislative right to seek ways and means to establish their own institutions of higher education. It would be beneficial to consider the experience of the recent past, when there were Yezidi educational institutions in the general education system of the country, coordinated by them, and accepted by the councils of the representatives of the community. This fact could be taken into account in determining future models of provision. In light of the significant importance and significance that international documents attach to intercultural education, which includes the history, culture, and traditions of minorities, it is evident that state education departments have not yet fulfilled their obligation to guarantee the inclusion of the teaching of the full history of the Yezidi people, Yezidi culture, and Yezidi traditions in the general compulsory curricula for Yezidi schools. It would be beneficial for the content of curricula for the Yezidi community to be developed with the active participation of Yezidi organisations, which unfortunately does not happen at present.

38. With regard to textbooks, while some Yezidi organisations welcomed the authorities' approach to publishing new textbooks, other organisations expressed concern about the quality of the content of these textbooks, which were not created with the active participation of Yezidis. The lack of textbooks in minority languages creates communication problems between young Yezidi pupils who do not speak Armenian and Armenian teachers. Yezidi children usually take two to three years to learn Armenian; teaching other subjects in Armenian before that time may hinder their development. While there are some Yezidi teachers, there have been reports of transport difficulties during the winter months for those who are not from the same village. 

39. There are a number of issues that require attention in order to improve the situation for Yezidi children. These include the availability of Yezidi textbooks, the number of classes available to Yezidis, the harassment of Yezidi children in the classroom, the establishment of remedial classes for Yezidi children leaving school in April (in some villages, Yezidi children leave with their parents for the flight pastures), the education of Yezidi teachers, and the premature withdrawal of Yezidi children from schools. The Armenian authorities have taken steps to address some of these concerns, for instance, by offering remedial classes for children working in the summer pastures and facilitating easier access to teacher training schools for Yezidi teachers. 

40. Yezidi community representatives have expressed concern that the low salaries of Yezidi teachers may be discouraging the organisation of further classes. This is because it may be preventing potentially interested candidates from becoming Yezidi teachers. Yezidi teachers can only work a few hours per week, which also limits their salaries. Yezidi representatives have also highlighted that there may be a need for more teacher training, as many teachers who currently teach may not have higher education or training in teaching or Yezidi language skills. 

41. While there has been some progress in implementing a mother tongue access programme in secondary schools in the Yezidi community, there is still a long way to go before the right of the Yezidi minority to access and benefit from pre-school and higher education opportunities in their mother tongue is fully realised. This situation is perceived by the Yezidi community as a discriminatory practice that needs to be addressed.

42. It is our hope that the right of representatives of the Yezidi community to preserve their identity can be fully realised if they receive proper knowledge of their native language during the entire educational process. We would like to respectfully request that the state bodies of Armenia consider a more active approach to the problem of the rights of the Yezidi community in the field of education. It is regrettable that insufficient measures have been taken, available means have not been used, and the possibilities of international assistance, especially economic and technical, have not been utilised in order to actively realise the right of the Yezidi community in Armenia to education in or learning their language. 

43. It would be beneficial to consider ways of increasing the number of Yezidi language classes offered in the general curriculum at primary and secondary levels. This could be achieved through increased teacher training and financial incentives for Yezidi students to study and work as teachers. It is important to note that these steps could help to ensure that the provisions of the SERD are upheld.

44. Upon closer examination, it becomes evident that the Yezidis of today exhibit a complex tapestry of ethnic identity and identity erosion, as well as features of assimilation. It is understandable that the socially active members of the Yezidi community are concerned that if the current method of education in secondary schools persists, it may inadvertently lead to the gradual erosion of the Yezidi identity.

45. It is unfortunate that in Armenia, subjects such as national history, culture, etc. are not included in educational programmes to the extent that they could be. There is currently no history or geography of the Yezidi people for the children of the Yezidi community. It would be beneficial to teach the history and geography of the Yezidi people in both the native language and the state language. As the overwhelming majority of Yezidi NGOs around the world have noted and stated as inevitable, today the Yezidi community faces the threat that in the next 20 years in Armenia, the Yezidis may lose their language and identity. School heads and some teachers, for the sake of their careers and under the pressure of the ‘upper classes', have exposed the Yezidi community to the threat of assimilation. 
46. As the official report indicates, the state is engaged in activities designed to promote the culture of ethnic minorities and facilitate intercultural dialogue. It is noteworthy that the relevant structures of the state provide support to theatres, museums, and cultural centers for ethnic minorities. Additionally, a programme to support the culture of ethnic minorities is being implemented. However, regrettably, all the aforementioned processes have passed by the Yezidi community. It is clear that more could be done to revitalise, properly support, and develop the culture of the Yezidi community.

47. The rights and religious freedoms of the Yezidi community are respected in Armenia. However, it is also evident that the authorities could be more active and financially support the construction of shrines (ziyarats) or Yezidi temples.  It is regrettable that the Yezidi community has not received the support it deserves in this area. While the state has authorised the construction of a Yezidi temple in the village of Aragotse (Aragatsotn), there has been no further action. This is perceived by the community as a form of veiled and systemic discrimination.

48. Hamlet Smoyan is an Armenian citizen, Yezidi by nationality, living in Araks village near Yerevan. In this village, ten out of 450 families are Yezidi. ‘The Yezidis face serious problems in preserving and spreading their religion. We have no written sources, no literature about our faith - Sharfadin. We pass on information about it only orally, it is passed on by representatives of the Yezidi castes of sheikhs and feasts.  In conditions of oral dissemination, naturally, the essence and principles of the faith are subjected to changes, sometimes even distortion. This causes many Yezidis to have questions that remain unanswered, or people find answers in other faiths or teachings,’ says Hamlet. There are disagreements within the Yezidi community on the preservation of national identity and faith. Representatives of the older generation think everything is fine, preferring to keep quiet and ignore the problems. But Hamlet hopes that people like him will manage to change the situation. He believes that progressive and educated youth will be able to integrate into Armenian society without losing their national and religious identity: ‘My brother is now serving in the army, where it is also customary to pray before meals. During prayer, my brother, like others, stands up, even though he does not pray or cross himself, because a well-bred person should respect not only his own faith or beliefs, but also the faith of others,’ Hamlet says.

49. Civil society representatives also observed that there is a tendency to perceive minorities in Armenia in a stereotypical manner, along with a perception of the country as homogeneous, both ethnically and religiously. This, in turn, has the effect of marginalising both national and religious minorities within mainstream society. The lack of awareness about national minorities in Armenia has a negative impact on all national minorities and limits the prospects for intercultural dialogue. In general, smaller national minorities, including the Udins, expressed their concerns about the future. Given that there are only about 100 national minorities left, it is possible that they may be assimilated in the near future.

50. Yezidi representatives stated that they felt that some sections of the population held prejudiced and demeaning views towards them, especially through social media and traditional media. Yezidi representatives and civil society organisations also expressed concern about the attitude of the authorities towards this issue. They claimed that the problem is presented as one that should be solved only by the minority itself and that the authorities should also protect Yezidi traditions. This negative attitude is actively disseminated on social media and even in the media. Human rights organizations in the Yezidi community have had to respond to this, although they cannot always do so. 
51. Armenia has adopted constitutional provisions and legislation on non-discrimination, but there is still some way to go in implementing and enforcing this legislation at the regional level, particularly in relation to the Yezidi minority. Unfortunately, complaints of discrimination are very rarely registered when the possible victims of discrimination are people from the Yezidi community. It is regrettable that the lack of enforcement of anti-discrimination practices has resulted in the active, unhindered, and effective participation in development processes of affected people from the Yezidi community being negatively impacted. A number of members of non-governmental organizations in the Yezidi community believe that there may be instances of hidden discrimination against the Yezidi minority in access to basic services such as health care, drinking water, food, and education. Despite the lack of evidence of multiple forms of forms of discrimination, it is clear that hidden discrimination is nevertheless actively spread in all localities of the Yezidi community.

52. Representatives of the Yezidi community, the largest minority in the country, have expressed concern about the lack of representation in public services. It is of particular concern
 that only one person belonging to the Yezidi minority works in the judiciary and that there are very few or no representatives in the police or government bodies responsible for the situation of national minorities.  The government and parliament of Armenia are committed to ensuring the effective functioning and funding of structures, institutions, and mechanisms responsible for promoting minority political participation. In the case of the Yezidi community, the residual principle is applied. While one representative of the Yezidi minority is present in Parliament, it is felt that his actions do not fully reflect the interests of the wider Yezidi community. 

53. It would be beneficial for the Yezidi minority to have greater access to information on public policies and decisions that affect them, particularly when they are not involved in decision-making. It would be beneficial to consider the possibility of establishing full-fledged mechanisms for maintaining dialogue between the Yezidi community as a minority and the titular nation at the regional and local levels of government. This could help to ensure that the Yezidi community is not marginalised.

54. It would be fair to say that the Yezidi community does not currently have the resources, whether at local or regional levels, to provide social services. In addition, the Yezidi community does not have the authority to oversee the delivery of basic social services. It would be beneficial to engage in more in-depth consultations with national minorities, who are the intended beneficiaries of economic development projects, during the evaluation and design stages. It would seem that the position and interests of the Yezidi community in the development of national policies and social programmes, including at the planning and implementation stages, are not fully aligned with SERD provisions.

55. The head of the ‘Yezidi Centre for Human Rights’ Sashik Sultanyan, which was functioning in Armenia before the state declared criminal prosecution for human rights activities, has repeatedly stated in his speeches and publications that ‘despite the assurances of the official authorities of Armenia, they have indicated that the Yezidi community is not facing any significant or systemic challenges. However, it is important to recognise that while many Yezidis are thriving, there are still those who are experiencing the effects of discrimination. The Yezidi community is facing some challenges. In his speeches, Sultanyan notes that there seems to be a growing tendency for people to avoid discussing the issues facing Yezidis in Armenia. If you don't believe me, I will point out these problems in the form of facts: We want the Yezidi community to preserve its roots. I would like to include links to reports from European colleagues about the issues facing the Yezidi community in Armenia. These reports suggest that many have already forgotten their native language and face other challenges. Our words are supported by data from the Council of Europe (Council of Europe). Perhaps you are not aware of this data, but other organisations are. This may be why you are not aware of the full extent of Armenia's problems. Our organisation works closely with the Ministry of Education of Armenia, which itself acknowledges that the Yezidi community has difficulties learning the Yezidi language. We also collaborate with all the ministries of Armenia, which accept our requests about Yezidi issues because they are aware of the challenges faced by the community. Many Yezidis are thriving in Armenia, but we must not overlook those who are facing challenges due to discrimination. Discrimination is a significant barrier to their well-being. For instance, those who reside in rural areas. I would like to draw your attention to a document signed by the chairman, which provides statistics on the council members in this village. It is notable that there is not a single Yezidi on the list. Could I ask whether you consider this to be an acceptable state of affairs? I would then like to move on to the statistics of the Armavir district. As you are aware, the majority of Yezidis live here. In Armavir and in general in Armenia, where Yezidis and Armenians live in a village, there is not a Yezidi chairman in the village council anywhere. In villages where only Yezidis live, for example, in the village of Alyagyaz, it is understandable that there are Yezidis in the council. Similarly, in the village of Kuryakente, there are Yezidis in the council, although previously there was an Armenian. However, my conversation is only about the places where Yezidis and Armenians live. It is worth noting that there are 300 villages in Armenia where Yezidis live, and that only 25 of them are presided over by Yezidis. This raises an important question: how do you think this is normal? 

56. Sultanyan has observed that a number of Yezidi villages, due to significant social and economic challenges, have chosen to relocate to Europe. A number of villages, such as Kuryagend, Sichanur, and Tlik, have experienced the loss of their lands due to the actions of state bodies or oligarchs close to the government and officials in power. This has led to a desire among the villagers to leave the village. Another example of economic pressure on the Yezidi community is the situation in the Yezidi village of Marmarik in the Marze Kotayke district. It would appear that the Yezidi people had their land taken away by the police, simply stating that the land no longer belonged to them. The situation in the Yezidi village of Sichanur is similar. Some land was sold illegally, and the village was left without a means of subsistence. The residents are unsure of the best way to care for their cattle, which is their only source of income. In Kurakend village, all the land was sold to an oligarch, and the villagers were unfortunately subjected to discrimination and left homeless. I would also like to mention those Yezidi shepherds whose pastures are in the mountains who have been affected by the increased taxation. Sultanyan also points out that the aforementioned issues represent only a small fraction of the ongoing violations. It would be fair to say that the current economic model and social situation in Yezidi villages in Armenia could be improved.
57. It would seem that there are some challenges in the agricultural sector of the Republic of Armenia, which may potentially lead to difficulties for Yezidi farmers. One of the most pressing challenges is the unprofitability of small Yezidi farms, which lack the necessary funds to purchase seeds, fertilisers, plant protection products, agricultural machinery, or irrigation. It would appear that the state's preference is to subsidise and support mainly the farms of the titular nation.

58. Many Yezidi villages are located in the arid zone, where farming is challenging without irrigation. Some Yezidi villages have been affected by the challenging situation with water, including drinking water. For instance, the village of Tlik has traditionally relied on four natural springs for its water supply. This water has been used to irrigate gardens and orchards, as well as to provide livestock with drinking water. However, it is becoming increasingly clear that the springs have dried up as a result of the changing climate. While water was brought to the village for drinking and household needs, it was not sufficient for full-fledged agricultural activities. As a result, by 2023, only seven families remained in the village.

59. Even in those Yezidi villages where there are water sources nearby (rivers, springs, irrigation canals), there are some challenges with irrigation systems. Unfortunately, the equipment used for irrigation networks, which was created in Soviet times, is now worn out and in need of repair. Instead of modern, highly efficient irrigation systems, such as drip irrigation, Yezidi farmers divert water through ditches dug in the ground to irrigate their lands. As a result, there is a tendency for water to be wasted unnecessarily, and it is not uncommon for plots to remain without water. Despite the statements of the states about the lack of money, however, in villages with representatives of the titular nation, this problem is periodically solved, and there is no need to talk about the lack of money.

60. It would be remiss of me not to mention the lack of normal roads, which is a particular problem in mountainous areas. It can sometimes be challenging to deliver machinery to some fields, which farmers may occasionally encounter difficulties with. Unfortunately, the agricultural machinery in use is often old and prone to breakdowns, and spare parts are not always readily available. Yezidi farmers may not have sufficient funds to purchase new equipment. It is challenging for small farms to address the dual challenges of procuring machinery and developing standard infrastructure (roads and irrigation systems). It is therefore clear that the issue of the enlargement of farms by Yezidi farmers is a significant one. In the Soviet era, collective and state farms were established, which were subsequently dissolved with the collapse of the USSR. In light of the current circumstances, it is becoming increasingly clear that the issue of new forms of agricultural cooperation is one that requires urgent attention. It would be beneficial to consider a project on the consolidation of farms with the preservation of the ownership rights of farmers in the United States. It would be beneficial for these farms to receive state support, which is currently lacking in areas where Yezidi communities reside. The situation has become increasingly challenging not only in agriculture but also in livestock farming, in which the majority of Yezidi farmers are engaged. It would be beneficial to consider ways to enhance the capacity of the internal livestock market in the Republic of Armenia. One potential avenue for doing so could be to promote the export of livestock products. Furthermore, Yezidi farmers have recently encountered challenges in the domestic market, where they have faced what they perceive as unfair competition and veiled discrimination. This is particularly evident when authorities responsible for this sector appear to favour representatives of the titular nation, which they believe is discriminatory against Yezidis. It would seem that there is a lack of sufficient support for Yezidi farmers by the state, as well as problems with legislation. It is also thought that there has been a lack of investment in agrarian infrastructure in places of compact settlement in the Yezidi community, in particular the creation of modern irrigation systems and the provision of water to arid regions. This has led to the unfortunate situation where Yezidi agriculture has become an unprofitable occupation. It is therefore understandable that this is interpreted by the majority of national minorities as a discriminatory state practice. 

61. Yezidi organizations have also highlighted the issue of land use. Some local activists have expressed concern that land owned and used by Yezidis has been sold by third parties in a number of villages without being prevented by the state. They suggest that this may have a particular negative socio-economic impact on Yezidis, as they no longer have a place to graze their livestock, which is the mainstay of the economy of the Yezidi communities where they live. It would seem that Yezidis in villages in Armenia have been less fortunate in the land privatisation process, with many left without property rights or the necessary access to grazing land. While there is no consensus on the extent to which this can be attributed to discrimination, the fact that it is a national minority that has been disadvantaged has given rise to allegations of discrimination.

62. It would be remiss of me not to mention that there are still some 62 Yezidis in Armenia who are still awaiting their fate. For several decades, especially in the last five years, conditions were created that have led to the emigration of the entire Yezidi ethnic group from Armenia. A number of Yezidi communities are facing social and economic isolation, which is expressed in the loss of the right to land around the villages and the lack of infrastructure development in the settlements. 

63. While a great deal of time has passed since the land privatization process in Armenia, it is the violations that took place during the privatization process that give grounds for the continued violation of Yezidi rights to own land in places of compact residence. In response to the loss of the possibility of privatization by the Yezidis, the Armenian authorities claim that no applications for privatized land plots were received from the Yezidis. It is worth noting that a new law was adopted in 2000, providing for the privatization of land by auction. While some observers considered this mechanism disadvantageous to the relatively poor Yezidi community, government officials suggested that the Yezidis may have lost the land auctions because community representatives were not present at the auction. It is possible that they were simply excluded from these auctions in one way or another. In any case, the unfortunate outcome of the lost auctions led to some tension between the Yezidi community and Armenians.

64. Allegations have also been made to international organisations that Yezidis have been given wasteland or unusable land in the mountains instead of good land. A case in point is the mixed Yezidi-Armenian village of Zovuni. In the early 2000s, Zovuni villagers began to complain that, unlike their Armenian neighbors, they had not received their land certificates, despite the privatization process that had begun in 1991. Government officials claimed that the Yazidis had not submitted their applications on time or properly.  Yezidi community leaders claimed that they were not informed of the auction until after it had taken place. Yezidis were also reportedly subjected to xenophobic insults by those who bought the land. In 2005, a complaint was filed with the Office of Human Rights Defenders on behalf of 250 Yezidis from the village, but it appears that the complaint is still pending. Zovuni villagers and their neighbors in Avo village were also concerned about poor irrigation, gas and sewage facilities in the village, highlighting the steady process of depopulation and herd reduction as a result of socio-economic deprivation. Yezidis from Zovuni also expressed concern about implicit discrimination, given the failure of the authorities to remove dangerously dilapidated electricity poles from the village and the failure of three Yezidi candidates to be elected in the local council elections. Repeated promises by the authorities to help improve the situation have reportedly failed to bring about change.

65. In general, Yezidis appear to have been left out of the privatisation process, and disputes over land use have strained Yezidi-Armenian relations in some areas. Although Armenian officials insist that they complied with the law by informing Yezidis of upcoming auctions and so on, failures in communication between the authorities and the community meant that the latter lost out. This had a serious impact on the economic sustainability of the Yezidi community. It also had the side effect of causing disputes that led to crimes against Yezidis, which were reportedly not properly investigated by the police. The decades-old discrimination
 continues to challenge the Yezidi community, limiting it economically, legally, and psychologically.

The Yezidi community and Yezidi activists under pressure from the authorities

66. Sashik Sultanyan is a well-known human rights defender and head of the ‘Yezidi Centre for Human Rights’ in Armenia. The human rights defender is dedicated to advocating for the rights of the Yezidi community in Armenia and internationally. The Yezidi Centre for Human Rights (YCHR) is a group of Yezidi human rights defenders who implement projects with the aim of preserving the identity, language, and culture of national minorities, as well as promoting the participation of the Yezidi community in the socio-political and economic life of the country. The organisation's objective is to protect the rights of Yezidis and other ethno-religious minorities on the basis of fundamental human rights principles.

67. The coalition, which includes five non-governmental organisations, namely Socioscope ‘Social Research and Consulting Centre’, NGO ‘Pink’, ‘Women's Resource Centre’, ‘Real World, Real People' and PEN Armenia, prepared a coalition alternative report. The NGOs highlighted a number of important and timely issues related to human rights in Armenia
. They also addressed the situation of human rights defenders in Armenia, including the extent to which their rights are protected and the extent to which they can speak freely and without persecution about human rights issues in Armenia. In an alternative report, a coalition of organisations noted that they are being ‘turned’ from human rights defenders into 'spies’, which could potentially damage their reputation and make it more difficult for citizens to turn to them if their rights have been violated. In this way, human rights defenders could become targets of the intelligence services and subsequently persecuted. The NGO Coalition raised the issue of problems related to the rights of human rights defenders working with the most vulnerable communities and persons belonging to minorities. It is also worth noting that human rights defenders working on sexual and reproductive health and rights are also extremely vulnerable in the public sector, as they are harassed both by state institutions
 and by reactionary groups promoting a discriminatory culture. In recent years, as a result of their human rights work, they have been repeatedly targeted for hate speech and derogatory statements.

68. On 3 October 2020, investigator L. Tatoyan of the Investigation Department of the National Security Service initiated a criminal case against Sashik Sultanyan on the basis of a statement that the human rights defender made on 8 June 2020 to the Iraqi Yezidi media website www.yazidinews.com, which, in his opinion, was off the record. In the recorded conversation, the human rights defender expressed his opinion on the state of protection of the rights of Yezidi citizens in the Republic of Armenia. The Investigative Department of the National Security Service considered the human rights defender's comments to be 'actions aimed at inciting national, racial, or religious hatred, racial superiority, or humiliation of national dignity'. The criminal case was initiated on the basis of a complaint about the recording of a conversation sent to the Investigative Department of the National Security Service by Narek Malyan
, leader of the far-right Veto movement. The Veto movement, which describes itself on the Internet as a social and political movement against the Soros Foundation in Armenia, has been known to actively seek to smear human rights organisations in the country. Sashik Sultanian has long been a target because of his peaceful human rights work. In July 2020, it came to our attention that a campaign to discredit
 the human rights defender through Facebook posts was launched on Armenian social media by unknown individuals.

69. On May 20, 2002, officers of the Investigation Department of the National Security Service of the Republic of Armenia searched
 the home of human rights defender Sashik Sultanyan, as well as the homes of his colleagues and the office of the 'Yezidi Centre for Human Rights', as part of a criminal investigation into "actions aimed at inciting national, racial, or religious hatred, racial superiority, or humiliation of national dignity" (Article 226, Parts 1 and 2 of the Criminal Code). Over the past year, Sashik Sultanyan has been subjected to constant judicial persecution
, and his passport
 has been confiscated by Investigation Department officers. During the searches, laptops, computers, memory sticks, and documents were confiscated. Sashik Sultanyan was forbidden to use his phone and to record what happened during the search
. On the same day, similar searches were carried out at the homes and cars of Muraz Shamoyan, news editor of the Yezidi Centre for Human Rights, and Amo Sadoev, a volunteer with the organisation. On May 21, Muraz Shamoyan, Amo Sadoev, and Sashik Sultanyan were summoned to the Investigation Department for questioning. Muraz Shamoyan was interrogated for eight consecutive hours without a break, during which the investigator reportedly said Western NGOs should be shut down.

70. In a letter addressed to the Armenian Prime Minister, more than 30 civil society organisations in Armenia have expressed their concern about the current situation. They have urged the Prime Minister to exercise proper oversight over the National Security Service, which reports to him, in order to prevent any further deterioration of Armenia's already compromised democratic order.

71. International organisations such as Freedom House
 and Human Rights Watch
, as well as UN experts, have initiated an active campaign to defend the Yezidi activist. Hugh Williamson, Director for Europe and Central Asia at Human Rights Watch, sent an open letter on June 2, 2021, to Armenia's Prosecutor General Artur Davtyan, expressing concern about the charges against Sashik Sultanyan. Subsequently, in light of the international uproar surrounding the Yezidi activist, Armenia's human rights advocate, Arman Tatoyan, was compelled to become involved in the proceedings. He shares the concerns of human rights defenders and non-governmental organisations, including the international human rights organisation Freedom House
, regarding the criminal prosecution of the head of the Yezidi Centre for Human Rights, Sashik Sultanyan. The international organisation Front Line Defenders also expressed concern about the situation and defended the rights of the Yezidi activist. 

72. A number of international and national human rights organisations, including the UN
, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, and others, including human rights NGOs, have expressed concerns about the criminal prosecution against Yezidi human rights defender Sashik Sultanian. Their concerns related, inter alia, to the potential for legitimate speech and the defence of minority rights to be mischaracterized as hate speech and the deterrent effect of criminal proceedings brought on this basis on human rights defenders and others defending minority rights. These NGOs also reported to the Advisory Committee the potential for these proceedings to have a deterrent effect on their daily work in defence of human rights. Furthermore, the Human Rights Defender also shared with the Advisory Committee his concerns about the pending criminal case, stating that he had requested the Prosecutor General to consider discontinuing the criminal case against Mr. Sultanian. (It is important to note that within Armenia, Sashik Sultanian is an activist who has openly criticised chauvinistic sentiments in Armenian society.)
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� � HYPERLINK "https://epress.am/ru/2021/08/03/%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BC%D1%8F%D0%BD-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%B3.html" �https://epress.am/ru/2021/08/03/%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%BC%D1%8F%D0%BD-%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%BD%D0%BE-%D0%B3.html� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://armeniaonline.ru/armnews/freedom_house_prizyvaet_vlasti_armenii_otmenit_ugrozhayushchie_svobode_slova_zakonoproekty_i_prekrat/" �https://armeniaonline.ru/armnews/freedom_house_prizyvaet_vlasti_armenii_otmenit_ugrozhayushchie_svobode_slova_zakonoproekty_i_prekrat/� 


�� HYPERLINK "https://epress.am/ru/2020/07/12/%d0%b0%d0%bd%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%81%d0%be%d1%80%d0%be%d1%81%d0%be%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%86-%d0%bd%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b5%d0%ba-%d0%bc%d0%b0%d0%bb%d1%8f%d0%bd-%d0%b3%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b7%d0%b8%d1%82-%d1%83.html" �https://epress.am/ru/2020/07/12/%d0%b0%d0%bd%d1%82%d0%b8%d1%81%d0%be%d1%80%d0%be%d1%81%d0%be%d0%b2%d0%b5%d1%86-%d0%bd%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%b5%d0%ba-%d0%bc%d0%b0%d0%bb%d1%8f%d0%bd-%d0%b3%d1%80%d0%be%d0%b7%d0%b8%d1%82-%d1%83.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://oc-media.org/ru/statyi/aktivistu-za-prava-ezidov-v-armenii-grozit-tyuremnyy-srok-iz-za-klevety-ultrapravykh-sil/" �https://oc-media.org/ru/statyi/aktivistu-za-prava-ezidov-v-armenii-grozit-tyuremnyy-srok-iz-za-klevety-ultrapravykh-sil/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://epress.am/ru/2021/05/26/8-%d1%87%d0%b0%d1%81%d0%be%d0%b2%d0%be%d0%b9-%d0%b4%d0%be%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d1%81-%d1%81%d0%bd%d0%b1-%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%bc%d0%b5%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%b8-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%b5%d1%81%d0%bb%d0%b5%d0%b4%d1%83%d0%b5.html" �https://epress.am/ru/2021/05/26/8-%d1%87%d0%b0%d1%81%d0%be%d0%b2%d0%be%d0%b9-%d0%b4%d0%be%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%be%d1%81-%d1%81%d0%bd%d0%b1-%d0%b0%d1%80%d0%bc%d0%b5%d0%bd%d0%b8%d0%b8-%d0%bf%d1%80%d0%b5%d1%81%d0%bb%d0%b5%d0%b4%d1%83%d0%b5.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://rus.azatutyun.am/a/31577519.html" �https://rus.azatutyun.am/a/31577519.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://hcav.am/en/sashik-sultanyan-9-07-21/" �https://hcav.am/en/sashik-sultanyan-9-07-21/� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://epress.am/ru/2021/08/01/%d1%81%d0%bd%d0%b1-%d1%81%d0%b2%d0%be%d0%b4%d0%b8%d1%82-%d1%81%d1%87%d0%b5%d1%82%d1%8b-%d1%81-%d1%81%d0%b0%d1%88%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%be%d0%bc-%d1%81%d1%83%d0%bb%d1%82%d0%b0%d0%bd%d1%8f%d0%bd%d0%be%d0%bc.html" �https://epress.am/ru/2021/08/01/%d1%81%d0%bd%d0%b1-%d1%81%d0%b2%d0%be%d0%b4%d0%b8%d1%82-%d1%81%d1%87%d0%b5%d1%82%d1%8b-%d1%81-%d1%81%d0%b0%d1%88%d0%b8%d0%ba%d0%be%d0%bc-%d1%81%d1%83%d0%bb%d1%82%d0%b0%d0%bd%d1%8f%d0%bd%d0%be%d0%bc.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-authorities-must-drop-charges-against-yezidi-human-rights-defender-and-protect" �https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-authorities-must-drop-charges-against-yezidi-human-rights-defender-and-protect� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/16/armenia-malicious-prosecution-activist" �https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/06/16/armenia-malicious-prosecution-activist� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-authorities-must-drop-charges-against-yezidi-human-rights-defender-and-protect" �https://freedomhouse.org/article/armenia-authorities-must-drop-charges-against-yezidi-human-rights-defender-and-protect� 


� � HYPERLINK "https://news.un.org/ru/story/2021/08/1408022" �https://news.un.org/ru/story/2021/08/1408022� 
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