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COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE PHILIPPINES

WRITTEN STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE REVIEW OF THE PHILIPPINES’ INITIAL REPORT TO THE UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

20th Session, September 2018

1. The Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines ("Commission")
 submits its inputs to the Committee on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“Committee”) on the occasion of the Philippines’ treaty body reporting obligation.
2. The Philippines ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (the “Convention” or “CRPD”) on 15 April 2008, which entered into force on 3 May 2008. The State Party submitted its initial report to the Committee on 24 November 2014. This written contribution from the Commission is intended to update the Committee on the current status of implementation of the CRPD. Particularly, this submission provides additional inputs on matters included in the list of issues on the State Party's report (CRPD/C/PHL/Q/1).
3. The data provided in this submission were generated through the Commission’s conduct of consultations, workshops, inquiries, meetings and other relevant activities it has participated in or organized with partners from Disabled People’s Organizations (DPOs) or Organizations of People with Disabilities (OPDs), Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and government agencies. This submission likewise took consideration of national and international laws as well as local and international reports and focuses particularly on the following themes: 
I. Women and children with disabilities

II. Access to justice

III. Right to Education 

IV. Right to Health

V. National Implementation, Monitoring, and Participation of Disabled People’s Organizations (DPOs)

As such, the Commission highlights for this submission the aforesaid subject matters in the succeeding discussion.
I. Women and Children with Disabilities

Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health of 

Women and Girls with Disabilities
4. In 2016, the Commission held its National Inquiry Report on Reproductive Health Rights entitled: “Let our voices be heard: Report of the Commission on Human Rights Philippines.”  The inquiry identified the barriers women face when accessing reproductive health services. Fifteen regional consultations were held across all areas where regional offices of the Commission are located, wherein a wide range of groups, including persons with disabilities, were heard. During the course of the inquiry, Complaints were received on the attitude of some government health service providers and the lack of professionalism resulting to the patients’ lack of trust and confidence in the ability of government hospitals to respond to their needs. In addition to the issues/attitudes of health workers and health service providers, common unprofessional and unethical practices surfaced including requiring donations for RH goods and services that are supposed to be free, mistreating women seeking Post Abortion Care, refusing services to a woman seeking surgery due to her transgender identity, her disability or HIV Status, delaying or refusing medical services to women for various reasons including concerns that range from the lack of records to their lack of capacity to pay.

5. During the inquiry, PWD respondents likewise raised the failure of duty bearers to provide accommodations suited to their needs. Women and girls with disabilities reported a range of barriers to accessing sexuality education and information. These included: miscommunication of concepts regarding sexual and reproductive health; limited community and educator awareness about the sexual rights of women with disabilities; and the reluctance of parents, carers, teachers and social workers to discuss sex and sexuality with young women with disability. For women who are deaf or hard of hearing, limited availability of sign language interpreters was also a barrier to accessing information on sexuality.

Gender-based violence
6. When disability-related violence intersects with gender-based violence, women with disabilities are placed at a greater disadvantage, vulnerability and marginalization. Cases filed at the Commission involved sexual violence and many of the victims are deaf or hard of hearing or with psychosocial disabilities, and belonged to at-risk sectors such as indigenous peoples, the poor, persons with multiple disabilities, or children and young adolescents. 

7. Disability rights groups gather data and handle cases concerning gender-based violence against women and girls with disabilities. The results show that rape cases filed by women and girls who are deaf or hard of hearing outnumber all other types of complaints of women with the same disability with a ratio of 10:1, and that 20 percent of Supreme Court cases about persons with disabilities from 2008-2011 are on gender-based violence and almost exclusively violence against women and girls with intellectual disabilities.

8. The Committee may wish to recommend to the State Party to:

· Review and amend policies in the justice system to ensure equality and non-discrimination to all women, including women with disabilities, making sure that procedural accommodations are institutionalized, and that awareness and sensitivity trainings of government officials are regularly conducted;
· Conduct a comprehensive study that explores the root causes of the barriers experienced by women and girls with disabilities and identify solutions to remove such barriers;
Particular to Children with Disabilities
9. For human rights situations and challenges confronted by children with disabilities, the Commission reiterates its inputs and recommendations stated in its submission to the Committee entitled “NHRI Report for the List of Issues to be Adopted at the 9th Pre-Sessional Working Group on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

10. The Commission requests the Committee to call on the State Party to:

· Strengthen implementation of laws and policies that protect children with disabilities from being subjected to exploitation, violence and abuse.

· Improve disability support services for children with disabilities through the provision of child-friendly spaces in areas of displacement and to ensure the availability of services for children with psychosocial disabilities in evacuation centers.

· Provide sign language interpreters, inclusive facilitators, sighted guides, and teachers to ensure the effective participation of children with disabilities in government processes.
II. Access to Justice
 
11. Under Philippine laws, all persons, including persons with disabilities, are allowed to participate in every phase of the judicial process and to seek appropriate remedies following the procedures set forth under the Rules of Court.
 However, despite legal provisions allowing persons with disabilities to participate in court proceedings,
 the problem lies with the appreciation or the weight of their testimony as litigants. This rule is made more participative with the other officers of the court in the Rule on the Examination of a Child Witness, where questions may be given to the judge in determining the capacity of the child to perceive.
 An interpreter may also be provided for the child as indicated in the same rules. Given these existing provisions of law, it may be inferred that physical or mental disabilities largely affect the “probative value” of the person’s testimony. This situation becomes problematic if aggravated by the lack of training of judges in handling cases involving persons with disabilities. Such case may result to misappreciation of circumstances leading to eventual miscarriage of justice. The legal system is still lacking in terms of providing adequate safeguards on the right to fair trial of persons with disabilities. This is reflected in the failure of courts to provide sensitized court personnel as well as well-trained interpreters to assist the litigants through the process. Consequently, persons with disabilities tend to be discouraged to seek redress and bring proper legal actions.

12. In 2007, The Supreme Court has authorized trial court judges, through the Office of the Court Administrator (OCA), to engage the services of sign language interpreters, recognizing that there are “parties or witnesses who, to be fully understood and to prevent possible miscarriage of justice, may require a sign language interpreter.” Previously, such permission was available only from the Supreme Court itself. Following such authorization, OCA can directly authorize the trial court judge to hire the interpreter. Despite this Supreme Court circular, women who are deaf or hard of hearing have found it difficult to request for sign language interpreters. 

13. The pursuit of justice of children with disabilities in the country remains elusive. Whether as respondents, witnesses or complainants, children with disabilities are confronted with physical and institutional barriers against access to an effective justice system. Aside from the legal services provided by the Public Attorney’s Office (PAO), parents and their children are not very much aware of other agencies or organizations that can provide free legal services to children with disabilities. Also, it has been difficult for families of children with disabilities to find lawyers who have suitable training and experience in handling cases of children with disabilities. 
Initiatives to improve right to access to justice

14. A 2008 study by the Commission on Human Rights stated that persons with disabilities had difficulty accessing the legal system due to the fact that not all legal practitioners are able to communicate with persons with disabilities. Lack of adequate interpretation facilities hinder these persons from receiving adequate protection from the law.  In response to this challenge, the Department of Justice launched a PWD Legal Assistance Desk at the Quezon City Prosecutors office, which has a manual on disability sensitivity for public attorneys and prosecutors.  The Public Attorneys’ Office also has PWD-friendly public attorneys that handle complaints from persons with disabilities.
Since the signing of the Incheon Strategy in November 2013, The Department of Justice (DOJ), in partnership with the National Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA) has spearheaded “Disability Awareness and Sensitivity Workshops on Access to Justice for Persons with Disabilities”. The workshops were participated mostly by public attorneys and prosecutors committed to support the advocacy on “Make the Right Real for Persons with Disabilities” and ensure protection of their right in accessing justice.
  

15. Legislators and advocates have long been pushing for the passage of the Filipino Sign Language Act originally debated in 2012 and now pending in both House of Representatives and Senate. The adoption of this bill into law would result to the mandatory use of Filipino sign language in schools, workplaces and broadcast media and would mandate courts, quasi-judicial agencies and other tribunals to ensure the availability of Filipino sign language interpreting in all proceedings involving persons who are deaf or hard of hearing. The act likewise mandates the Supreme Court and other agencies to promote appropriate training for those working in the administration of justice including court personnel and police and prison staff. As of March 2018, the bill has been approved by the House of Representatives’ Committee on Appropriations.

Remedies against discriminatory laws and practices:
16. Although laws enacted by Congress are presumed constitutional, their constitutionality may be challenged once perceived as discriminatory.
 The legal remedies available to challenge discriminatory laws are the remedies of certiorari, prohibition and mandamus. The bases of these remedies are the constitutional rights to due process and equal protection, which ensures that there is no grave abuse of discretion amounting to lack or excess of jurisdiction on the part of the government enacting or implementing the law. Another available remedy is the action for declaratory relief which is available not only against national laws but also against executive orders and local ordinance which have discriminatory effects.
In 2012, NCDA, an attached agency of the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), established the Sub-Committee on Access to Justice and Anti-Discrimination of Persons with Disabilities. The Sub-Committee is chaired by the Department of Justice (DOJ) and is composed of representatives from NCDA, the Commission on Human Rights (CHR), the Public Attorney’s Office (PAO), the Philippine National Police (PNP), the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) and PWD Organizations.  Following the establishment of the Sub-Committee, the DOJ has issued Memorandum Circular No. 1, Series of 2014. which mandates the provision of assistance desks in all National Prosecution Service and the Public Attorney's Offices for Persons with Disabilities.

17. Since 2012, DOJ has been working with PAO to provide free legal assistance to Persons with Disabilities.  The said agencies are currently working towards the exemption of persons with disabilities from the indigency test,
 which is usually a prerequisite imposed by PAO before a litigant can avail of free legal services. To date, persons with disabilities may only be exempted from the indigency test if they have a recommendation from NCDA.
III. Right to Education of Persons with Disabilities
Children with Special Education Needs

18. The Department of Education (DepEd) estimates that there are currently 5.5 million Filipino children with special education needs. This indicates that one out of eight Filipino children is likely unable to adapt to regular schools due to physical, mental, cognitive, or psychological disabilities. Further, current data indicate that only 40,181 out of 5.5 million children with special needs are enrolled in public elementary schools. This data reflects that a majority of children with special needs are still unable to access proper education.
 Moreover, although some children with special needs are able to enter schools, such schools, whether public or private, are often incapable of providing these children with proper guidance apt for their condition. Despite the existence of various alternative learning programs that are introduced by the government, children with disabilities living in far-flung areas have yet to be reached by these programs.
19. To address existing barriers faced by children with special needs as regards education, a pending bill entitled 'Inclusive Education for Children and Youth with Special Needs Act'
 is currently being deliberated upon in Congress. The bill aims to support the welfare and development of children and youth with special needs and ensure their full integration in society, as well as facilitate their active participation in the affairs of the state. Towards these objectives, the State, through the said bill, commits to: a) institutionalize an adequate and relevant educational program for every CYSN; b) adopt the policy of inclusive education; 3) establish inclusive education learning resource centers; and 4) provide vital support mechanisms required to ensure their effectiveness.
20. Further, the aforementioned bill mandates DepEd to ensure that inclusive education centers shall attract the best available teaching staff by enhancing the right of teachers to personal advancement through the provision of adequate pay, incentives and allowances among others. The bill, once enacted, will likewise ensure the involvement of parents, siblings and caregivers of children with special needs by involving them with working knowledge of special education taking into consideration their crucial roles as educators.

21. We note that in 2013, Republic Act No. 10533 or the Enhanced Basic Education Act was enacted, where it stated in Section 3 that the purpose of basic education, which is “to meet basic learning needs which provides the foundation on which subsequent learning can be based. It encompasses kindergarten, elementary and secondary education as well as alternative learning systems for out-of-school learners and those with special needs.”
 However, in a report prepared for the World Education Report in 2015 only stated that efforts were made only for indigenous peoples and the Muslim community in terms of making education more inclusive.
 As for persons with disabilities, it was only noted in the recommendations for the strategies to reach children and youth, while being grouped with other marginalized sectors.

22. In view of the above, the CRPD Committee may wish to recommend the State Party and its branches and instrumentalities to:

· Give due priority to the enactment of the 'Inclusive Education for Children and Youth with Special Needs Act’ as well as the ‘Comprehensive Anti-Discrimination Act; and for the government to give regular updates on the implementation of the same;

· Spearhead initiatives that aim to correct misconceptions and remove the stigma attached to disability, noting that it is upon the Local Government Units (LGUs), as the arm of the government that has direct and daily reach of students and learners with disabilities, to ensure that the welfare of the sector is protected and promoted at the community level;

· Work towards the establishment of a comprehensive, accurate, and disaggregated baseline data as to enrollment, drop-out, retention and completion rates in school with respect to learners with disabilities. Such data should include all types of disability, disability support services needed and other information as may be required for program and policy development.
IV. Health

Sexual and Reproductive Health of Persons with Disabilities

23. On April 9th 2014, after more than a year of deliberating the constitutionality of the Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Act of 2012 (widely known as the “RH Law”), the Philippine Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the legislation ending a fourteen year struggle for its supporters.

24. The RH Law makes specific mention of access to sexual and reproductive health services for people with disabilities, stating “the cities and municipalities shall endeavor that barriers to reproductive health service for people with disabilities are obliterated.”
 

25. There is an ongoing provision of support to the national training program currently being implemented by the Department of Health to increase disability inclusion in primary health care settings with focus on ensuring inclusion of sexual reproductive health (SRH), violence prevention, and gender sensitivity. Organizations focusing on persons with disabilities are working towards the development of guidelines and resources for health facilities to increase disability inclusion and accessibility of sexual reproductive health services and violence prevention and response services, and to strengthen current referral practices to ensure that they are responsive to the needs of women with disabilities. 

26. The Commission noted that some rural health facilities are inaccessible or whenever accessible are not equipped with and lack supplies and commodities for family planning. Issues along this line include lack of information on the accessibility as well as information about available goods and services themselves. Further, women and girls with disabilities and their families have limited knowledge about sexual reproductive health and services and rights related thereto. Oftentimes, this restriction in the access to information on sexual reproductive health is brought about by the families of persons with disabilities. Discourse on this issue in the country remains to be a sensitive and taboo topic due to the country’s traditional culture.

27. NCDA came up with a manual on Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health (RPRH) for women and men with disabilities. However, despite the availability of reproductive health commodities to the public including persons with disabilities, there is still a lack of facilities or devices to ensure that it is accessible to persons with disabilities.

28. The Committee may wish to recommend to the State Party to:
· Provide updates as to the implementation of the Reproductive Health Law and its accessibility to women and girls with disabilities; 

· Develop training programs on reproductive health that are appropriate to the needs of persons with disabilities; and

· Regularly include persons with disabilities in consultations regarding the implementation of the RH Law.
Health Care Insurance Coverage and Medical Benefits
29. The 17th Congress of the Philippines is currently deliberating on the enactment of an act providing for mandatory health insurance coverage for all persons with disabilities, amending for this purpose the Magna Carta for Disabled Persons. Once enacted, all PWDs shall be able to enjoy automatic health insurance coverage under the Philippine Health Insurance Corporation (Philhealth).
 

30. Section 4 of the Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 10754 – "An Act Expanding the Benefits and Privileges of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs)" provides PWDs the opportunity to participate fully into the mainstream of society by granting them the benefits of at least a twenty percent (20%) discount and exemption from the value added tax on the sale of certain goods and services. Such benefit extends to the purchase of medicines and foods for special medical purposes. 
31. The Committee may wish to recommend to the State Party to ensure the full implementation of policies providing health care privileges to persons with disabilities and to enact the bill providing mandatory health insurance coverage to all persons with disabilities as mentioned in paragraph no. 35.

Mental Health

32. Last June 2018, President Rodrigo Duterte signed into law the landmark Mental Health Law (R.A. No. 11036) which would provide affordable and accessible mental health services for Filipinos.  The law basically seeks to integrate mental health service programs into the public health system and to end social stigma surrounding mental health conditions. 

33. The Committee may wish to recommend to the State Party to ensure full implementation of the Mental Health Act and to include persons with disabilities in consultations regarding its implementation especially in the formulation of its Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR).
Public Health Education

34. Although there are policies in place for the provision of sexual and reproductive health education, LGUs still need to manage a range of competing priorities and demands across diverse sectors. LGUs may have strengths in particular areas (provision of disability services such as rehabilitation) but less experience in others (such as provision of high quality SRH services), and have limited opportunities to learn from how other governments do things. This weakens their ability to coordinate and foster a supportive local environment for disability inclusive SRH. 

35. There are also limited training programs involving health service practitioners and providers resulting to the failure to provide accessibility measures that would properly respond to the health needs of persons with disabilities.  
Accessibility of health care facilities
36. According to the Department of Health, all hospitals are required to ensure infrastructure accessibility for PWDs as part of their licensing requirements. Also, the Department is set to issue a minimum standard facility design for rural health units and community health centers to guarantee convenience and accessibility for persons with disabilities.
 

37. The Committee may wish to recommend to the State Party to Guarantee the issuance of policies that will address physical barriers for persons with disabilities and to ensure strict implementation of such accessibility regulations.
Access to Public Health Care and Insurance
38. While Philhealth, an agency attached to the Department of Health, is mandated by the State to provide social health insurance coverage to Filipinos, delivery of health services are decentralized, privatized and subsidized by government, private sectors and other stakeholders.

39. The Commission noted in its 2016 intervention at the 59th session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), that Philhealth is not accessible to all members of society. Currently, majority of Philhealth members are those formally employed in private and public sectors that require contributions to the social health scheme. People in the informal sector that can access Philhealth are those who can pay such as high-skilled and semi-skilled workers paying individual contributions. “Indigents” can avail of Philhealth through sponsored programs, they have to apply or be identified for this sponsorship. The rest of the members of the informal and vulnerable sectors (poorest of the poor, street vendors, small-scale farmers, fisherfolk, people with disabilities, older persons, indigenous peoples, etc.) are unable to register in the program due to financial hardship or difficulty in accessing the insurance (lack of information, physical and social barriers among others).

40. On 9 October 2017, the Commission has lauded the “strong political will” of the government after the House of Representatives passed a measure that will provide universal health care access for all Filipinos. The approved House Bill 5784 or the Universal Health Coverage bill is a significant move toward reducing inequalities between classes in terms of access to health services. This legislation provides equal opportunity for everyone to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health through an established system of health protection.

41. The Committee may wish to recommend to the State Party to enact the Universal Health Coverage bill and to observe the fundamental principles of accessibility, acceptability and adaptability in implementing such policy.

HIV/AIDS

42. There is a great challenge in moving forward with the HIV law under the current administration. In terms of disability, there is no center catering to persons with disabilities which makes access limited. There are also communication barriers and boundaries regarding interpreters and language in terms of HIV testing. In the past year, 5 people from the deaf community passed away because of HIV. As of May 2018, the strengthened HIV-AIDS policy bill may soon be passed into law.

43. In 2012, UNAIDS had an initiative to engage people with disabilities. The result of the CSO initiative was that there was a video online entitled “bekitaktakan” which featured episodes for persons with disabilities (one of the actors in the video is President of Pinoy Deaf Rainbow
).
44. The Commission wishes to recommend to the State Party to strengthen efforts to further inform PWD communities regarding the nature of HIV and to institute measures to fully eradicate stigma attached to HIV by means of enacting non-discriminatory policies and ordinances including the enactment of the Comprehensive Anti-Discrimination Bill. 
Leprosy in the Philippines (paragraphs 43-46)

45. Public awareness as regards the situation of leprosy in the Philippines remains to be a problem in the country. To date, leprosy is still officially considered as one of the neglected capital diseases.  Since 1987, the incidence of leprosy in the Philippines has significantly decreased. To date, the Philippines has only 2,000 new cases of leprosy per year—which is a relatively small number as compared to the general population; yet, the Philippines is still considered as having the highest rising number of leprosy cases in the Western Pacific Region.

46. The Department of Health offers free treatment for leprosy patients; however, despite the availability of free treatment, there remains a stigma against leprosy patients, therefore hindering persons with leprosy from availing necessary treatment. 

47. Currently, the Coalition for Leprosy Advocates composed of eighteen (18) organizations is working towards the elimination of discrimination against leprosy patients. Efforts are also being undertaken by CSOs in partnership with the NCDA to address problems regarding leprosy; however, it is not given much attention as it perceivably “encompasses all other disabilities”. 

48. As regards participation, there are existing physical and social barriers which limit the participation of persons with leprosy in consultative development processes. In general, CSOs often encounter difficulty identifying sub-groups comprised of persons with disabilities, much less persons with leprosy.  

49. The CRPD Committee may wish to recommend the State Party to include leprosy in the Comprehensive-Anti Discrimination Bill and other anti-discrimination policies to help address the stigma attached to it. 
V. National Implementation, Monitoring, and Participation of Disabled People’s Organizations (DPOs) or Organizations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs)

50. In the Philippines, barriers exist which hinder the participation of persons with disabilities in consultation processes, one of which is the failure of duty-bearers to effectively inform and provide access to persons with disabilities to participate in public consultations. 
51. Persons with disabilities in the Philippines are often underrepresented or otherwise represented by a limited number of people from civil society organizations (CSOs). This problem limits the inclusivity of multi-sectoral participation among persons with disabilities in consultations and in the decision-making process. Thus, there is a need to institutionalize mechanisms to support and empower persons with disabilities to organize independently or under DPOs/OPDs. DPOs/OPDs must also be strengthened to allow for full participation in decision-making processes in all government consultations. There is a need to put in practice regular consultation with persons with disabilities on all aspects of government initiatives, laws, policies, and processes. It must be ensured that persons with disabilities are duly consulted from the inception or planning stage of such initiatives up to implementation and monitoring.

52. In the Philippine setting, Local Government Units (LGUs) play a crucial role in the involvement of persons with disabilities in decision-making processes. LGUs have the primary obligation to support local disability groups as to empower them to have a voice in government decision-making processes and to help them reach out to members of the sector emanating from the smallest units of the community which are often unreached. It is likewise upon LGUs to ensure accessibility, reasonable accommodation, non-discrimination and proper education of persons with disabilities within their specific jurisdiction. In sum, LGUs have the obligation to empower persons with disabilities and to capacitate members of the sector to become active members of society that has the power to demand for the proper and adequate provision of government services.

53. The Commission plays a key role in monitoring and reporting on the situation of Persons with Disabilities in the Philippines. In so far as the Commission is concerned,  it has a funding allocation for its operating expenses in the formulation and advocacy of human rights policies, plans and programs, and monitoring implementation of international human rights instrument of Php 37, 122, 000.00. For specific human rights programs, activities and projects in the context of disability, the agency allocated Php 1,198,932.50. Php 552,332.50 was allocated for the Pilot-testing of the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Monitoring Tool; Php 350,000 for Child Rights Protection/Advocacy to Children with Special Needs and Undocumented Children; and Php 296,600 Documentation of Situation of Women with Disabilities. Other initiatives on human rights and disability have been integrated into the regular budget of the offices in the Commission. This allocation is pursuant to Section 31 of the General Appropriations Act of 2018, which provides that all government agencies shall formulate plans, programs and projects intended to address the concerns of persons with disability, in so far as it relates to their mandated functions, and integrate in their regular activities.
54. In the course of its work, the Commission documented 67 cases involving Persons with Disabilities as victims within the period of January 2009 to December 2017. The cases pertain to discrimination, physical injuries, arbitrary deprivation of life, child abuse, and violence against women. The appropriate actions were taken and the cases were brought to the attention of the proper government agencies.
55.  The CRPD Committee may wish to recommend the State Party to:

· Ensure the meaningful and significant participation of DPOs/OPDs. One means to strengthen DPOs/OPDs is through inclusion and participation in trainings, information and capacity building on public administration, government budgeting and spending and accounting and auditing. Also, proper and inclusive funding and budget allocation must be ensured;

· Institutionalize the practice of providing information and effective capacity building utilizing not merely materials in accessible formats, but in various languages and understandable presentations considering that most Filipinos with disabilities are deprived of even basic education;

· Guarantee that persons with disabilities are empowered to directly and actively participate in different processes and stages of policy making – the voice of the sector should be the cornerstone of every policy dedicated to them.  This is to fully assure that all essential requirements to advance the rights of persons with disabilities are reflected in policies;

· To ensure the collection of comprehensive, accurate and disaggregated data on the status, needs and concerns of PWDs, particularly in terms of education, the justice system, health system, among others for purposes of policy development, and identification of the root causes of the challenges encountered by the PWDs.
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