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I. New Developments
Information on how a child rights-based approach is integrated into the planning, implementation and monitoring of measures for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

The National Institute for Statistics Database includes a separate module for Sustainable Development Goals. However, several datasets of high relevance for children are not up-to date (e.g. most recent data on participation in early education for children between the age of three and the starting age of compulsory primary education are from 2020
) while for other sets  data is presented on age groups that do not allow for highlighting the situation of children  (e. g. early motherhood data are available for 10-14 years and 15-19 years
). Furthermore, disaggregated statistical data (reflecting the vulnerability criteria such as socioeconomic and migration status, ethnicity, ability status etc) in key areas such as education or health are not available to the public. 
Information on policies aimed at supporting children displaced from Ukraine due to the armed attack by the Russian Federation

In September 2024, Save the Children Romania conducted a needs analysis
 to provide updated information on the current situation and needs of families displaced by the conflict in Ukraine, who have settled in Romania for varying durations. According to the results of this survey:

· Over half of the respondents arrived in Romania shortly after the conflict began, but many families (53.2%) remain uncertain about their future duration of stay, indicating a need for flexible and adaptive support programs that can respond to changing circumstances.

· 9 out of 10 families live in rented accommodations, facing varying levels of financial strain, with 63% of families reporting that they cannot cover the rent or cover it with difficulty.

· A large proportion of school-age children continue their education through the Ukrainian system, either online (42.9%) or in parallel with Romanian schools (25.3%) and 46.8% of families identified learning Romanian as a primary education related need.

· Accessibility to public services varies, with schools being the most accessible and financial support the least. Even if Romanian legislation provides Ukrainian refugees access to free healthcare like Romanian citizens, in practice they encounter obstacles as reflected in the responses: 59.2% reported difficulties in accessing child healthcare, 51.1% struggle with access to mental health services.

Suggested recommendations:

· A stronger child-rights based approach should be reflected in the collection and public dissemination of all relevant categories of statistical data. 

· Further educational support should focus on integrating children into the Romanian education system, providing language learning assistance, IT equipment, and school supplies. 

· Future efforts should aim to improve access to health, including mental health services, and early education, ensuring these services are available and accessible to all families. 
· Future initiatives should aim to increase awareness and accessibility of government support programs, and explore additional financial assistance options to alleviate housing burdens.

The hereby Contribution builds on the information and data resulting from analysis, consultations and reports carried out by Save the Children in recent years (2023 – 2024). 

II.  Rights under the Convention
A. General measures of implementation (Art. 4, 42 and 44 of the Convention)

Legislation, coordination and monitoring
Despite the new Law on Pre-tertiary education being adopted in 2023, several secondary instruments aimed at ensuring the implementation of the law have not been developed and/ or adopted yet and the deadlines officially announced
 are being missed.   Thus, the methodology for ensuring support services to pupils with special education needs, the National Plan for safety in pre-tertiary education, the curriculum for upper secondary education and many other secondary legislation tools of high relevance for the Romanian pupils are being delayed. 
The lack of child friendly complaint mechanisms persists. In 2023, Save the Childre Romania published a new report on the knowledge, importance and ensuring of the rights of the child in Romania
, an analysis with nation-wide representative results based on the answers received from 1098 children in secondary schools in Romania. When looking at the children’s knowledge of where to report a potential situation of abuse or exploitation, but also their level of trust in the respective person or institution, we notice that in the last decade, the share of children who know where to ask for help is constant (for situation of exploitation and sexual exploitation) and decreased in case of physical abuse (by 4.7pp) or sexual abuse (by 3.4 pp). Moreover, little more than one third of the respondents are in the situation of knowing where to report/ask for help and trusting the respective person or institution.  
Resource allocation

Romania continues to spend low percentages of the GDP for public functions that play a key role for ensuring the rights of the child. 

Thus, the general government expenditure on social protection represented 13.3% of the GDP in 2022 (versus 19.4% EU27 average), although Romania is the EU Member State with the highest percentage of children at risk of poverty or social exclusion. The government expenditure for health reached 4.9% of the GDP in 2022 (0.6 pp less than the previous year) (versus an EU average of 7.6%), while the GDP percentage spent for education has been one of the lowest at EU level and remains constant (3.2% in both 2021 and 2022)
.

The dissemination of the Convention and training 

Based on the results of the above-mentioned analysis, the impact of the introduction of the rights of the child in the compulsory curriculum is visible, since there is a higher share of pupils able to nominate one or several rights of the child (83% of the respondents correctly identified three rights of the child, 4% mentioned two rights and 2% one rights). However, the study showed that a significant share of 11% of secondary school pupils are not able to nominate even one right of the child. 
Children’s rights and the business sector
According to a survey
 that covered 1097 children aged 10-17, 14% of the respondents admitted that they had gambled (with a higher incidence among boys – 22%, children above 14 – 18% and children from rural areas – 17%), but the impact of the phenomenon is much deeper since 4 out of 10 respondents indicated that they have friends involved in such activities.  More worrisome is the fact that most children who admitted having gambled indicated that they had done it in specialised agencies, against the legal provisions prohibiting access of minors in such establishments. 

Also, 7 out of 10 respondents indicated that they were exposed to gambling outdoor advertising and 1 in 10 has a family member involved in gambling. 
Suggested Recommendations:
- Ensuring the development of education secondary legislation on time and based on a proper consultation of pupils and other relevant partners (parents and teachers associations, civil society and academia)
- Ratify the Optional Protocol on a communications procedure

- Develop and implement child friendly complaint mechanisms available to all children and adapted to the particularities of children belonging to vulnerable groups (children with disabilities/special education needs, children not having Romanian as mother tongue, children from remote and isolated communities, younger children).

Increase the public allocations to key areas for ensuring the rights of the child and ensuring the visibility and participation of children along the budgetary processes. 

- Preventing exposure to and involvement of children in gambling by unblocking the parliamentarian process of the draft law prohibiting the functioning of gambling agencies in the proximity of schools, by enforcing the existing legislation prohibiting the involvement of minors in gabling and by prohibiting the gambling advertising in outdoor media and high audience TV shows.

B. Definition of the child (art. 1)

Despite the prohibition of underage marriages, exceptions are far from being rare. Thus, according to Eurostat data, the number of recent first time underage marriages in Romania (for girls) is the following
:
	age
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022

	15 years
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0

	16 years
	177
	77
	77
	114
	124
	128

	17 years
	288
	223
	223
	143
	179
	148


Furthermore, according to the population census
, on 1st of December 2021, 521 girls aged 11 to 14 and 18624 teenagers aged 15-19 were living in a consensual union (for 928 of the latter age group, the duration of the union was higher than 5 years thus indicating that it had begun before the age of majority). 
Suggested Recommendations:

- training relevant professionals (especially representatives of judiciary and social services) in order to prevent and respond to the phenomenon of early marriages – both legal and unofficial/consensual unions –, keep a closer monitoring on the situation of the children affected and ensure their access to all rights.
- removing the exception under art. 272 of the Civil Code which still allows for children who reached the age of 16 to marry. 
C.  General principles (arts 2, 3, 6 and 12)
Non-discrimination
Save the Children Romania’s report on the knowledge, importance and ensuring of the rights of the child in Romania
 dedicated a significant number of questions to aspects of non-discrimination. 
Thus, respondents were asked how their peers and teachers are treating pupils from vulnerable categories: Roma, with physical disability, with mental health challenges, living with HIV/AIDS, living in special protection or refugee.

The highest level of rejection by peers (answers indicating a worse treatment) was registered for children with mental health challenges (11.3%), followed by Roma children (9.4%) and children with physical disabilities (7.8%). Refugee children, children with HIV/AIDS and children in special protection seem to be less exposed to rejection by their peers (with respective shares of 4.1%, 5.6% and 6.6%).

When asked about the behaviour of the teachers towards the vulnerable categories, it is interesting to see that the rejection levels attributed to teachers are much lower than those attributed to peers, with differences varying between 8pp in case of children with mental health challenges and 2.8 pp in case of refugee children.  

Respondents were also asked two sets of questions measuring their own level of tolerance. Compared to the similar study from 2013
, we witness a partially positive trend with a higher share of pupils who would agree to have a Roma classmate (from  48.7% to 61,8%) or a desk mate of the same ethnicity (from 32.3% to 50.4%) combined with a lower share of those who would be against such a mate (by 14pp in case of classmate and 7 pp in case of desk mate  14).

A similar trend applies to mates with physical disability, with a higher share of respondents who would agree to have a classmate (from 39.8% to 60.2%) or a desk mate belonging to this category (from 34.2% to 52%) and a lower share of those who would be against it (by 8 pp for classmate and 16 pp for desk mate).

However, the trend is reversed in the case of children with mental health challenges. Thus, the share of respondents who would agree to have such a classmate decreased from 36.6% to 31.9%, while the share of those who would be against it rose from 12.6% to 15.1%. The trend is similar for the personal space (desk mate), with a drop from 29.8% to 27.3% in the acceptance level and an increased level of rejection from 21% to 28,3%. 

Suggested Recommendations:

- monitoring and enforcing the secondary legislation aimed at preventing and fighting against school segregation

 - develop and implement an efficient child friendly mechanism of complaint available in schools for the prevention and fight against cases of discrimination. Such a mechanism should be open directly to children and include, inter alia, alternatives for anonymous complaints and an impartial investigation framework.
 - improve mechanisms of support and training as well as allocate further resources for inclusive education in order to respond to the challenges of ensuring the participation of children with mental health challenges in mainstream education.

The best interest of the child 

In August 2024, by Government Ordinance No. 27/2024 the framework for the licensing of professional foster cares was amended with one of the new conditions being the level of education. Thus, only graduates of upper secondary may be certified or recertified as professional foster carers. Although the supporting note
 mentions that, in the best interest of the child, a window of three years is needed in order to ensure the well-functioning of the current network, no such postponement was included in the final text of the ordinance. Under these circumstances current foster carers who do not meet the education level criteria will no longer be licensed should the children placed with them exit the special protection system or should their certificate expire (the renewal of the certificate is mandatory every 3 years). For the latter situations, there are no exceptions and no adequate solution for the children placed with the respective carers and who will need to be removed. 

Furthermore, although known to the initiating authorities
, the huge share of foster carers who did not meet the education level criteria (54% out of which 38% graduated the first two years of upper secondary and thus have, at least in theory, some chance to complete their studies by the time of the periodical certification) was not indicated in the supporting note.
Suggested Recommendations:

-Improving the policies and mechanisms of assessing the best interest of the child in the process of drafting, approving and implementing any legislation impacting the ensuring of the child’s rights. 
The right to life, survival and development 

In 2023, the infant mortality rate in Romania was 5.8‰
 with a level 30% higher in rural areas compared to urban areas (6.9‰ versus 4.8‰).

In November 2023, Save the Children Romania made public the results of a sociological enquiry
 covering 10% of the vulnerable pregnant women aged 13 to 42 from 17 counties of Romania. 18% of the pregnancies covered in this enquiry were in girls aged 13-17. The results are painting a picture of inequity: 

 - 1 in 10 pregnant women had no check-up with the family doctor.

 - more than one third of the vulnerable pregnant women undergone no gynaecological check-up during their pregnancy, mainly because the lack of money or the long distance to the medical services

- half of the women who benefited of medical care indicated that the tests/echographia/check-ups wore not free of charge

 - 70% of the vulnerable pregnant women indicated not having used any contraception method. 
Suggested Recommendations:

- ensuring the free of charge access to recommended investigations to all pregnant women regardless of their economic status or place of residence 
- improving the health network in rural areas by strengthening the primary care network and investing in equipment and telemedicine solutions. 
The right to freedom of expression and the right to be heard in any administrative and judicial proceedings
Save the Childre Romania’s report
 on the knowledge, importance and ensuring of the rights of the child in Romania shows a worsening of the pupils’ participation and representation in schools. Thus, compared to the results of the similar study from a decade ago, we witness a drop in the share of pupils indicating that in their school there is a pupils council or association (from 72.1% to 68%), while the share of the respondents who were aware of such structure but never expressed their opinions or made a complaint through them remains constant (3 in 4).

Moreover 31% of the pupils have a low level of trust or no trust at all in the ability of the pupils’ council/association to influence the decision-making process at school level. 

The pupils feel that they are being heard on issues such as the set-up of the school premises (52.2%), the extracurricular activities (51.8%), their teachers and thereof methods of teaching (51.5%) or school regulation (51.4%). The school curriculum or the choices on schoolbooks are issues on which pupils feel that they are less heard (44% respectively 34,5%).

2 out of 5 respondents feel encouraged to share their opinions in school environment (40.7%) while 7 out of 10 (70.3%) feel encouraged to express their opinions in family environment (similar shares when compared to the results from a decade ago).  

Suggested Recommendation:

1. Further support the well-functioning of pupils’ councils and associations, especially at grass-root level  
2. Develop and implement individual complaint mechanisms directly available to pupils for situations where their participation rights as stated under the Pupils Statute are infringed 

3. Put in place affirmative measures to ensure a safe and meaningful participation of vulnerable children (children in special protection system, children with disabilities, refugee children or children who belong to ethnic minority groups). 
D. Civil rights and liberties (arts 7, 8 and 13-17)
In January 2024, 1.866 parents responded to a survey
 on their knowledge and perception on the time spent by their children on the internet. 

Most of the respondents (80%) believe that their children are spending online less than 3 hours/day which is very different than the information resulting from previous surveys
 implemented on children that indicated a share of 3% of those spending less than 1 hour/day (compared to 30% of the parents) and 33% spending more than 4 hours/day (compared to 19% of the parents). 

Children’s activity on social networks also seems to be little known by the parents. Thus, 4 out of 10 parents of children above 10 indicate that their child has a profile on a social network, while 9 out of 10 children admit being active on at least one social network.  

The current monitoring of the child’s online activity decreases with the age of the child (92% in case of children bellow 5, 72% for children aged 5 to 10, 50% for children aged 11 to 15 and only 21% in case of children above 16). Only 1 in 10 parents are aware of their children having had an unpleasant experience on the internet, with a maximum level of 13% in case of parents of children aged 11-15 and a minimum of 3% for parents whose children are below 5. This low share of parents who are aware of their children’s unparent experience must be corroborated with the information from previous surveys on children that admitted that 1 out of 4 negative experiences are not reported to the parents. 
Suggested Recommendations:

- Developing and implementing policies aimed at preventing and responding to cyberbullying and other risks faced online by Romanian children.
 - Supporting and scaling up the initiatives developed by the civil society that proved to be effective in sensitizing key stakeholders like parents or teachers for them to better respond to the needs of the children in the digital world

 - Establishing a network of support for child victims of online violence

E. Violence against children (arts 19, 24 (3), 28(2), 34, 37 (a) and 39)

Despite the adoption of a new methodology for the prevention of and response to violence in school environment, violence against children and bullying continue to affect a significant share of pupils.

On 19th of November, Save the Children Romania made public the results of an online consultation
 with 6.745 children and parents on the incidence of violence against children. The results show that in a very short period of time (two months since the beginning of the current school year), 1 in 10 children indicates that they were victims of violence. The self-reported incidence levels are higher for boys than girls (14.4% versus 12.2%) and much higher for younger children (39.2% for children aged 7-10, 15.1% for children aged 11 to 14 and 8.8% for children aged 15-17).
The incidence level reported by parents is 3pp higher than the self-reported level (with an average of 16.5%) and follows the same trends: a higher level for boys (18.9% vs 13.9%), a pick-level for primary school children (10.9% for children aged 1 to 3, 17.7% for children aged 4 to 6, 22.4% for children aged 7 to 10, 18.8 for children aged 11.14 and 7.1% for children aged 15 to 17). NB – the pool of child respondents only included children above the age of 7 while for the pool of parents, the age range of children varied from 1 to 17.

The school seems to be the environment with the highest level of incidence of violence against children. Thus 73.5% of the child victims of violence indicated that the incident took place at school and 87.7% of the parents answered the same. Parks and playgrounds were also mentioned by 15.4% of children and 13.3% of parents while online violence was indicated by 10.8% of children and only 3.9% of the parents.
In response to o multiple answer question, violence by mates or friends was mentioned by 7 out of 10 children (69.2%) and 83.9% of parents, followed by violence from an unknown child (25.4% of children and 15% of parents) thus confirming previous research on the incidence of peer violence and bullying.

Violence from teachers was indicated from 3.8% of the children and 8.1% of the parents.

Being asked if they reported the incident to an adult, one third of the children answered that they did not while for those who reported support was received in almost 9 out of 10 cases (88%).

The results of the above-mentioned survey were presented to and debated with representatives of children and other key stakeholders: child protection authorities, school counsellors, psychologists, law enforcement agencies. All participants agreed upon the importance of the early child rights education (including the prohibition of any form of violence), developing and implementing efficient and child-friendly reporting procedures and training the professionals, especially teachers in recognizing the signs of violence and approaching all reports from children with outmost confidentiality and care for the best interest of the child. 

Suggested Recommendations:

-  Developing and implementing child safeguarding policies in all institutions and formal or informal structures where children are educated, supervised or cared for by adults 
- establishing, in all schools or clubs for children a reporting system that is accessible and friendly to children, regardless of their age or level of ability

 - developing and disseminating child-friendly versions of all policies or tools aimed at preventing and responding to violence against children

- fostering an organizational culture centred on the safety and wellbeing of the child, inter alia by training all professional working directly with children on recognizing and addressing signs of violence and promoting child safeguarding best practices

 - strengthening interagency cooperation among all institutions relevant for the protection of the rights of the child> schools, social services, law enforcement, health care network and civil society organisations. 

F. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and (2), 20, 21, 25 and 27 (4))
Separation from parents

In May 2023, Save the Children Romania made public the results of a national-wide social study
 about children left behind by parents who work abroad. The results are representative for the population of children, with an error margin of +/- 3%. Main findings of this social study are:

 - during the last year before the data collection, 13.8% of the children had at least one parent working abroad. 

 - almost one quarter of the children had at least one parent working abroad at a given time of their childhood. 

 - during the last year before data collection, an estimated number of 184.000 children were separated from both parents or the unique parent;
- the main reasons behind the parents’ decision to leave Romania were low-income level, the wish to improve the general living conditions of the family and gaining more money to invest in their children’s education;
- 87% of the parents who worked abroad in the previous year sent remittances to the family members/children left behind. 
- on average, children left behind are consulted by doctors more rarely than their peers (2.2 vs 2.5 times/year) although their medical needs are not different.
- for a bit more than half (57%) of the children of school age the departure of parents is notified to the school. The probability of the school being notified is higher the younger the children are (with a maximum level for children in primary school).  

- while 83% of the caregivers claim that the children had been involved in making the departure decision, only 62% of the children declare the same.
 - All measured risk behaviours were reported more frequently for children separated from their parents compared to their peers: the probability of frequent alcohol consumption is five time higher, the probability of frequent smoking is twice higher, the probability of showing aggressive behaviour towards another children is twice higher. 

Besides the significant differences between the overall incidence of the phenomenon as resulting from the study and the official data collected by the child protection authorities, the findings of a recent thematic report
 made by the National Agency for Social Payments and Inspection are raising even more concerns regarding the situation of the category of vulnerable children:

  - 67 of the 294 inspected local social services didn’t follow the procedure on keeping the special records on children left behind.
 - 171 of the 294 inspected services organized no information/awareness raising activity on this subject.

 - 43 of the 294 inspected social services had no data from schools on children affected by migration.

- out of the 6.158 families where both parents or the unique parent had left, only 2.395 followed entirely the procedure of notification and delegating the parental authority, while for other 1.540 families the procedure was followed but delayed. 
 - Almost one quarter of the inspected social services (22.79%) did not follow the legal provisions on the mandatory visits at the place where the children are cared for.   
Suggested Recommendations:

1. Improving the monitoring and data collection processes to have a clear image of the incidence and consequences of the economic migration of parents.
2. Strengthen the capacity of local social services (with added human resources and further training)
3. Allocate further financial resources for interventions aimed at supporting children left behind and thereof care givers. 
F. Children with disabilities (art 23)

Between 20th of October and 20th of November 2024, Save the Children Romania consulted 2913 secondary school pupils and 533 teachers from all levels of pre-university education in an effort to explore their perception on inclusive education. 
The consultation was based on an online anonymous questionnaire and the results are indicative. Participants were asked questions about the preparedness of their school for inclusive education, but also about the obstacles that children with disabilities and/or special education needs encounter
47.4% of the pupils believe that their school provided opportunities to understand the concept of inclusive education to great extent, but less than half of the teachers (49.3) believe that the initial and the in-job training offered them, to great extent, opportunities to be prepared for ensuring inclusive education. Furthermore, 1 in 5 teachers (18.4%) feel that their training prepared them for this mission to small extent or not at all. 

When asked if their school is an inclusive school where all children, including those with disabilities, special education needs or other vulnerabilities, are offered equal chances, more than half of the pupils (57%) and 4 in 5 teachers (77.9) indicated that this is achieved to great extent.  However, looking at the answers to the three questions evaluating key aspects of the inclusive education (infrastructure and resources, training of human resources and curriculum and evaluation system), we notice much lower levels of perceived achievement. 
Thus, when looking at the infrastructure, less than a quarter of the pupils (23.6%) and a similar share of the teachers (25.1%) believe that their school provides to great extent a properly adapted access for pupils with locomotory or sensorial disabilities, while 2 in 10 respondents from each group (40.9% of the pupils and 40.7% of the teachers) believe that such access is ensured only to a small extent or not at all.

2 in 5 pupils indicated that teachers in their school have to great extent the knowledge and skills needed to ensure inclusive education while the share of teachers who are of the same opinion is 10 pp lower (32.3%). Teachers are also more reserved about their level of training when we look at the bottom levels of confidence (to a small extent and not at all). Thus, the cumulated answers for the two bottom level reach 19% among pupils and 23.7% among teachers.  
The third element of inclusive education submitted to the analysis was represented by the school curriculum and system of evaluation (both current/classroom evaluation and the standardized tests – National Evaluation at the end of the lower secondary and Baccalaureate Exam at the end of upper secondary). Again, the perspective of pupils seems to be more optimistic, with 23.2% of the pupils and only 9.8% of the teachers believing that the curriculum and the evaluation are responding to great extent to the needs of children with disabilities/special education needs. At the same time, more than half of the teachers (53,3%) feel that the needs of these children are being met only to small extent or not at all.  
In order to measure the incidence of discriminatory/exclusion behaviours towards pupils with disabilities/special education needs, we asked both pupils and teachers to answer how often they witnessed such behaviours from mates and from teachers. 

Only 2 in 5 pupils indicated never having witnessed such behaviours from teachers while 12% of them indicated a high incidence. On the other hand, 68.5% of the teachers mentioned never having witnessed such behaviours from fellow colleagues and the high incidence was only reported by 2.7%. 

On the other hand, when looking at the reported incidence of exclusion or bullying of children with disabilities/special education needs by peers, we notice that 1 in 4 pupils (24.6%) indicated high levels of incidence (often and very often) while the share of teachers indicating similar levels was much lower (10%). 
Teachers who answered Save the Children’s survey were also asked to rate measures that, in their opinion, should be implemented in order for the Romanian mainstream education to become inclusive. The results of this selection are reflected in the suggested recommendations bellow.
Suggested Recommendations: 

- ensure relevant and sufficient training opportunities on inclusive education to all teachers working with children with disabilities/ special education needs (both initial training and in-job training opportunities)

 - ensure that all schools have the needed support from well trained and sufficient professionals such as support teachers, psychologists and school counsellors, speech therapists etc). 

- ensure the proper infrastructure and teaching materials needed for the relevant participation of children with disabilities/special education needs in mainstream education

 - reducing the number of pupils in classes where children with disabilities/special education needs are enrolled. 

H. Basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (3), 24, 26, 27 (1)–(3) and 33)
Access to health care 

More than a quarter of the Romanians are not covered by the public health insurance system (calculation based on domicile
) and the per capita expenditure for health in Romania represents less than half of the EU Member States average (1.626,57 PPS versus 3.684,55)
 despite the persistency of health care shortages affecting Romanian children and families.
According to the National Federation of Family Doctors Union, less than half (47%) of the Romanian localities have enough family doctors while 328 rural localities (communes) have no family doctor).  

Despite the increased number of health care professionals recruited in the public system along the last decade, the number of doctors and nurses per 1000 inhabitants remains below the EU average (with 3.5 doctors/1000 inhabitants versus 4.1/ 1000 inhabitants)
  

The disparities between rural and urban areas are staggering across all resources needed for ensuring children’s right to health. Thus, starting with the primary care, the number of family doctors’ practices in rural areas is 50% lower than in urban areas (4.084 versus 6182)
 and a similar difference exists for the number of patients/family doctor (2.312 in rural areas versus 1157 in urban areas)
. 
Besides the rural/urban gaps, Romania also witnesses a “polarization” of medical doctors of relevant specialties. Thus, almost 1 in 4 paediatricians in Romania works in Bucharest (778 out of 3.178) same as 1 in 3 paediatric surgeons (101 out of 370)
. Unfortunately, these regional discrepancies lead to situations where children from less urbanized areas are being denied their right to quality healthcare or even their right to survival as recently happened in the case of a 16-year-old boy who lost his life in a county hospital where no paediatric surgent was available
.
In March 2024, Save the Children Romania made public a set of very important information
 collected from maternity and neonatology hospital wards in Romania. Thus:
- the highest share of open positions versus filled-in positions was for neonatologists (40%) followed by social workers (33%).

 - NICU nurses require years of training, and their number is not sufficient compared to the number and the complexity of cases.

 - the average age of medical equipment in obstetrics words is 11 years

- the average age of medical equipment in neonatology wards in 8 years

Suggested Recommendations:

- initiate a national level analysis on the coverage of primary health care (especially in rural areas) and identify the number and the geographical distribution of persons not listed with any family doctor/not covered by public health insurance. 

- implement affirmative measures aimed at ensuring the equal access of children to primary and specialized health care and ensure a proper funding/equipment for family doctor practices in rural areas as well as for other health care approaches that proved to be efficient in rural and remote areas (such as permanence centres and integrated community centres). 

- create a national registry of preterm newborns in order to have a clear image of the phenomenon, the specific care needs and to be able to allocate the resources accordingly.

- create a real time database of the open places in NICU units of high specialization

- Increase the number of NICU hospital beds in Level 3 maternity wards that made such a request and ensure the corresponding number of needed professionals 

- replace the NICU equipment older than 10 years with up-to-date technology

 - increase the number of ambulances equipped to transport newborns from lower to upper-level neonatal care units. 

Early pregnancies and motherhood 

Between 2018 and 2022, in Romania, there were 40.916 births from underage mothers. In 3.696 of them, the age of the mother was under 15
. 
In April 2024, Save the Children Romania launched a new study
 on the early pregnancies and motherhood in an effort to draw the attention of the authorities to this long-lasting phenomenon with severe impact on the rights and the wellbeing of the girls in Romania. 

The most important findings of this study are:

- 1 in 3 girls got pregnant before turning 15

- for 1 in 3 girls who experienced underage pregnancy, the mother had gone through the same experience and 1 in 5 was born from an underage mother 

-most families of origin are in deep poverty and 70% of the underage pregnant girls and 52% of the underage mothers declare not having any personal monthly income. 
- In many situations, the underage pregnancy was not planned. Except for 2% of the respondents who had been victims of sexual abuse and other 3% for whom the pregnancy was wanted and planned for, all other respondents found themselves in this situation unexpectedly and perceived the pregnancy as a traumatic event.

- only 39% of the pregnant girls and 24% of the underage mothers were continuing their education at the time of the survey 
- 2/3 of the girls who were out of school at the time of the survey had left school before the pregnancy, the school drop-out being the variable with the highest impact on early motherhood (higher than poverty, the cultural model, the degree of urbanization or the ethnicity) 
- 1 in 6 pregnant girls had no medical check-up during the pregnancy. Shame and lack of money are the main claimed reasons. 

-1 in 5 children of underage mothers had not undergone the age-appropriate vaccination scheme.

Suggested Recommendations:

- Including the health education in the compulsory school curriculum and covering subjects such as conception, contraception and pregnancy.

- diversifying the alternatives for accessing counselling of family planning (family doctors, school doctors, midwifes, community health workers, family planning medical cabinets) and implement proactive measures aimed at ensuring the free of charge access for children at higher risk 

- removing or lowering the age of parental consent for accessing reproductive health services 

- ensuring the implementation of the new law of education that includes important provisions aimed at fostering the continuation of education, the fight against discrimination and the human and financial support for underage mothers. 
Tobacco, alcohol and drug use by children
According to a survey
 implemented by Save the Children Romania among respondents aged 10-17, 3 in 10 children indicate knowing somebody with a history of drugs/psychoactive substances use, with a higher rate (4 in 10) in case of teenagers. Even more worrisome is the fact that many answers are nominating users from the close proximity of the respondents (friends, classmates) thus confirming previous indications of high incidence of drug use on or close to the school premises and in the proximity of children. 

However, only 3% of the respondents admitted having a personal history of drug use, with no significant difference based on age group, gender and degree or urbanisation. Given the high incidence of use as reported among the peers as well as the desirable nature of the answers when asked from individual perspective, it is highly probable that the percentage is underestimated. Out of those who admitted having a personal history of drug use, more than half admit having had multiple use episodes and the most frequently used substance is cannabis, followed by extasy and LSD. 
The survey also measured children’s consumption of other substances. Thus:

- 4 in 10 children admit having drunk coffee in the previous week, with a higher share among children over 14 (64%)
- 2 in 10 admit having drunk energizing drinks and a similar share was registered for alcohol consumption, again with higher self-reported levels among older children ((24% for energizing drinks and 27% for alcohol)
 - 1 in 10 children smoked in the previous week. The incidence of smoking is higher among children above 14 where 19% smoked cigarettes, 10% heated tobacco, 16% vaped. 
Suggested Recommendations:
- Involving both children and professionals in an in-depth evaluation of the current approaches to drug prevention and education for health implemented in all media and by all relevant stakeholders (including school curriculum, extracurricular activities, online etc.) and making sure that the prevention efforts are in line with the nowadays reality of drug, alcohol and tobacco consumption (both personal and among peers). 

 - strictly enforcing legal provisions regulating tobacco products advertising and prohibition of alcohol and tobacco selling to children

 - support the effective prevention efforts developed by civil society (especially peer-to-peer approaches).

Living standard 

After two years of raising levels (2020 and 2021) and one year of stagnation (2022), Romania reverts to the much-needed tendency of decreasing the rate of risk of poverty or social exclusion among children (39% in 2023 versus 41.5% in 2022 and 2021
) but continues to be the EU Member State with the highest share of children who grow up at risk of poverty or social exclusion. 
Furthermore, the monetary poverty rate among children is on the rise (from 27% in 2022 to 29.6% in 2023
) and deep disparities persist between persons living in cities (with a rate of risk of poverty or social exclusion of 18,5%), and those living in towns or suburbs (27.4%) or in rural areas (45.1%)
. 
The nutritional poverty measured as the inability to afford a meal with meat, chicken, fish (or vegetarian equivalent) every second day continues to affect a huge share of households with children. In 2023, in Romania more than 1 in 5 households with children were facing this inability (20.9%
), but the incidence reached 21.9% in case of single parent families and a skyrocketing 33.2% of households with 3 or more children.
Suggested Recommendations:

- increase social security services and benefits to all families with children in need (and ensure equal access to such benefits for refugee families with children)
-deliver at the right time the targeted compensations and support interventions (e.g. distribute the school supplies vouchers before or at the very beginning of the school year when targeted expenses are at their highest level). 

 - make sure that the food vouchers system is promoting the consumption of healthy and nutritious food among vulnerable consumers. 

 - expand measures that help children participate in leisure, culture and sports, inter alia by making use of the European funds to finance the participation of low socio-economic status pupils in school trips or extra school activities.

 - safeguard investments in children and make sure that the funding of social services and interventions are protected against public spending cuts. 

 - make the best use of the available European funds and involve children themselves and the civil society in planning and monitoring relevant interventions. 
I. Education, culture and leisure time (arts. 28–31)
Access to education 

According to Eurostat, an increasing share of the Romanian children are out of school. Thus, in the school year 2022-2023, almost 16% of the children with the age of the lower secondary school were out of school
, while more than one quarter (25.03%).  

At the same time, Romania reached an early school leaving rate of 16.6%
 the highest level in the last 6 years. When looking at the early school leaving rates by degree of urbanization, the discrepancies are staggering: 3.3% in city areas, 14.3% in towns and suburbs and 27.5% in rural areas, paining a landscape of deep inequities.  

At national level, 2 out of 5 children who entered compulsory education 9 years ago failed to score above 5 (out of 10) in the National Evaluation exam in 2024 and pupils from rural schools are deeply disadvantaged (with a share of grades bellow 5 more than twice higher than their peers studying in urban schools)
. 
Besides the failure in the National Evaluation exam, when looking at the status of this generation that started school 9 years ago, one can also notice that more than 15% (15.42%) didn’t even stay in school till the end of lower secondary
. 
The latest PISA results show that almost half of the Romanian 15 years old students have low competencies in mathematics (48.6% versus 29.5% EU average), with similar shares of low achievers in science (44% versus 24.2% EU average) or reading (41.7% versus 26.2% EU average).
 In Romania, the share of students with high performance in at least one tested area only reaches 5% while one third of the students (33.2%) are low performers in all three tested areas  (compared to 29,8% in 2018)
.

Inequities in education
According to OECD
, Romania is one of the countries where the performance difference strictly based on socio-economic status is one of the highest with a share of 25.8% (while eliminating all other factors) versus an OECD average of 15.5% and increasing since the previous PISA testing (18%).
In mathematics, the mean performance difference between the most advantaged and the less advantaged students in Romania is 132 points (versus an OECD average of 93 points) and 24 point higher than in the previous testing. Since 30 PISA points are considered to be the equivalent of one year of education, one may say that between 2018 and 2022 the gap between the most vulnerable and the most advantaged Romanian students got deeper by one school year. 

Romania is also cited as one of the countries where the performance difference based on socio-economic status increased in the last decade as opposed to the general trend at OECD level where this difference only witnessed a very slight increase. 
Pupils’ perspectives

According to a Save the Children Romania study
 on a representative pool of secondary school pupils, more than half (55.1%) of the Romanian pupils in secondary education desire to leave the country and continue living abroad while one third of them would like to continue pursuing their education abroad. Among the most important reasons behind these perspectives are the education opportunities (26.3%) and the distrust with the living conditions in Romania (21.9%).
The high share of pupils who would like to pursue their education abroad may be a result of a drastic drop (along the last decade) of the share of children who feel that what they are learning in school will be of use in the future and the similar tendency in their perception of the school’s capacity to help students pursue their interest in and passion for certain knowledge areas (in 2013, 2 thirds of the pupils felt that the school was accomplishing this roles, while only one third of them is of the same opinion nowadays). To this perception of the school’s relevance, we must add the increased share (from one third to one half) of pupils who feel that the school programme (classes plus homework) gives them enough time for leisure. In other words, Romania has a higher shar of pupils who feel that the school fails to prepare them for the future and to provide them the opportunity to pursue their passions, but it is tacking so much of their time than there is not enough to follow these passions outside the school schedule. 
Suggested recommendations

- Identify and monitor the individual vulnerabilities for each student (especially the socio-economic status) and assess thereof impact on the education course. 

- Multiply the public funded remedial education interventions and target them towards the most vulnerable pupils

- Revise the school curriculum, especially for upper secondary education

-  Evaluate and revise the role, structure and set-up of the National Evaluation exam
J. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–(d) and 38–40)
Refugee status

In June 2023, Save the Children Romania organized Young Voices of Ukraine – Children’s Participation Forum where the participants (Ukrainian refugee children) raised important issues in an effort to draw the attention of the decision makers on their needs: better access to Romanian language courses, efficient anti-bullying measures, school cantinas and a better access to health and mental health services.  In relation to access to education, the participants in the Forum expressed their need to access better structured information on how the Romanian education system works, the enrolment procedure, the evaluation, the support services and benefits available. According to them although some information is available on the webpages of the Education Ministry and county inspectorates, it is not child friendly and clear enough and, in practice, the enrolment methodology and study equivalation procedure are difficult and unclear. 
According to a survey implemented by Save the Children Romania among Ukrainian children aged 10-17
 the mental health status of Ukrainian refugee children and their access to needed mental health services is worrisome:

· 10% of the respondents indicated that they had felt sad most of the time, 28% felt sad sometimes, 42% rarely and only 6% never. 

· 15% mentioned that they were restless most of the time, 42% sometimes, 38% rarely and 6% never.
· 13% were lonely most of the time, 37% sometimes, 35% rarely, 15% never

· 12% were afraid most of the time, 38% sometimes, 41% rarely and 9% never

· 16% were anxious most of the time, 38% sometimes, 36% rarely, 10% never.
According to the participants in the abovementioned survey their access to and information about mental health services is limited: 
- 57.94% of the children had no information about the existence of support groups for teenagers.
- 82.24% had no information about accessing psychiatric services.
- 48.13% had no information about accessing the services of a family doctor.
- 76.17% had no information about mental health day care centres.
- only 23.83% mentioned having information about support and counselling helplines.

Suggested recommendations:
- Improving the mental health support and care services for children and teenagers and ensuring an adequate targeting of vulnerable groups such as refugee children by creating and promoting services tailored to their specific needs (including from the language perspective). 

- Ensuring a child-friendly dissemination of information about accessing key rights (education, health, leisure etc)

- Promoting participation opportunities that meet the needs and interests of refugee children.  

The protection of the child from all form of sexual abuse 

In less than 8 years since Save the Children Romania has been operating the hotline esc_Abuz
 (the unique civil contact point in Romania for reporting online materials depicting sexual abuse against children), 35.830 notifications were received and processed. In the first half of 2024, 5.964 reports were processed and 3.938 of the reported materials proved to be depicting sexual abuse against children or sexualising children (66.13%). The majority of these materials (93.86%) were self-generated by children themselves.  
According to the statistics of National Authority for the Protection of the Child’s Rights and Adoption
, in 2023, 17.709 cases of abuse against children were notified to child protection institutions. 1.994 of them were cases of physical abuse, 2.240 of emotional abuse and 1.504 of sexual abuse. Most reported cases were situations of neglect (11.605), but there were also allegations of labour exploitation (210), exploitation for crime (113) and sexual exploitation (43). In case of the 1504 child victims of sexual abuse, psychological counselling was provided to only 1122 and psychotherapy to only 77, thus leaving a significant share of children with no mental health support after the traumatic experience of the sexual abuse. 
Data from Public Ministry
 are showing a higher number of domestic violence cases with child victims (766 in 2023 vs 676 in 2022), including 10 cases of children murdered by parents or close family members. 
Under Romania's New Criminal Code, any sexual act with a child under 16 is considered rape. A key concern highlighted by SCR was the need to revise legal provisions around the "age gap" exemption. Currently, the law permits a 5-year age difference between partners for immunity from prosecution and the organization advocated returning to the 3-year gap.
Suggested Recommendations
 - Revising the penal legislation in order to ensure the adequate protection of children against sexual abuse, including by decreasing the age difference currently in force for the “Romeo and Juliet” impunity clause (from 5 to 3 years).

- Promoting the national system of reporting allegations of abuse, neglect and exploitation of children and improving the inter-institutional cooperation on data collection. 
- Implement the provisions of the National Strategy on the Protection and Promotion of the child’s rights 2023-2027 on the scaling up of the Barnahus – type centres.

- Integrating the education for sexual health in the secondary curriculum and prioritizing informing the children about the importance of respect for the personal boundaries, recognizing the abusive behaviours and relevant reporting mechanisms.
- developing and ensuring the adequate funding for the specialized services needed by the child victims of sexual abuse to ensure free of charge psychological counselling and therapy as well as legal counselling, adapted to the needs of children and accessible to any potential child victim in both urban and rural areas.  
- ensuring access to in-job training for all relevant professionals from the law enforcement, judiciary, health and education, to improve the identification and reporting of sexual abuse cases and to ensure adequate conditions and procedures in line with the best interest of the child.  
- developing parenting counselling services both at the level of the local services and through the network of school counsellors. 
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