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NZ appears up the top of the UN symbol.

The question we must ask is whether NZ deserves to be anywhere near the top of the list of countries who truly progress the CRPD.

I wish to pay my respects to the 1.1m disabled NZers.
Your lives matter; your experiences matter; 
 your voice matters, even if many of you do not feel that it is heard.

I wish to thank my IMM colleagues.
You have done what was needed for disabled people.
You brought their voice and their experience to Geneva.

I wish to thank the NZ Government delegation.
You have answered the questions asked of you this week.
I will thank you much more, on behalf of disabled people, if you go back home with an desire to do more to progress the CRPD.
Disabled people will thank you more if you show commitment to immediate action.
Finally, I wish to thank the Committee for its work.
If you want NZ to be recognised as anything like a world leader in progressing the CRPD, you will take what you have heard and develop strong concluding observations that reflect the aspirations of disabled people worldwide.

Equality of rights and equity of outcomes is what we seek, for disabled NZers, and for disabled people worldwide.

Is that too much to expect?

Thank you.

