28th January 2019 
Stockholm

[bookmark: _GoBack]The SWEDISH WOMEN’S LOBBYs acknowledgments prior to the next List of Issues for the Swedish state party for CEDAW

The Swedish Women’s Lobby acknowledges that some parts of the concluding recommendations made by the CEDAW-committee has been taken into account by the state party and been taken actions against. The Swedish Women’s Lobby also want to seize the opportunity to underline the fact that a lot more it to be done. 

We urge the committee to continue to have a holistic view on women’s rights and gender equality. We also want to acknowledge the committee that there have been some developments and an increase in gender-neutral wordings in guiding documents in the state party. We look at this with great concern as this counteracts the very important work with gender mainstreaming as a tool to achieve gender equality. 

We also urge the committee to further develop and follow up on the eight and the ninth periodic report recommendations below. 

1. Asylum-seeking and refugee women 
a) Develop a sustainable strategy, including by allocating adequate financial resources, to disseminate the Convention, the Optional Protocol thereto and the Committee’s general recommendations among all stakeholders, including women’s organizations;
b) Enhance efforts to raise awareness among women about their rights under the Convention and corresponding remedies, targeting in particular women belonging to disadvantaged groups, including the Sami, the Roma, migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and those with disabilities;   
c) Promote capacity-building programmes for judges, prosecutors and lawyers on the Convention, the Optional Protocol thereto, to enable them to invoke those instruments before domestic courts and interpret domestic legislation accordingly. 
 
2. Legislative framework 
The State party should ensure that the provisions of the Convention are duly incorporated into the domestic legal system and directly applicable in the national courts. The State party should also evaluate and, if necessary, revise, the scope of protection of the Discrimination Act in order to ensure that it contains a definition of discrimination against women in accordance with article 1 of the Convention, covering, inter alia, intersecting forms of discrimination against women. The State party amend its Criminal Code to ensure that rape is defined on the basis of there being a lack of consent by the victim.   
 
3. Access to justice 
To take all necessary measures to remove barriers for women victims of discrimination and enable them to effectively use the Discrimination Act to claim their rights, including by allocating adequate human, technical and financial resources. The State party should pay particular attention to the needs of disadvantaged groups of women, such as Sami women, Roma women, migrant women, women living in remote areas, asylum-seeking and refugee women and women with disabilities. Furthermore, the State party should ensure that the Equality Ombudsman is provided with adequate resources to effectively fulfil its broad mandate. 
  
4. Temporary special measures 
The State party should increase the use of temporary special measures, including statutory quotas, in all areas covered by the Convention in which women are underrepresented, such as decision-making positions in high-level public administration, private and public companies and academia. Such measures should include specific targets and time frames, in accordance with article 4 of the Convention and the CEDAW Committee’s general recommendation No. 25 (2004) on temporary special measures, in order to ensure the achievement of substantive equality of women and men. 
 
7. Stereotypes and harmful practices 
a) Adopt a comprehensive strategy to modify or eliminate patriarchal attitudes and stereotypes that discriminate against women, with special focus on women belonging to minority groups who are targets of hate speech and racially motivated violence. The strategy should include a monitoring mechanism to assess the impact of the measures taken and design remedial action;   
b) Engage with relevant actors and use other innovative measures, including by imposing stricter regulations if necessary, to enhance a positive and non-stereotypical portrayal of women in the media and in advertisements;   
c) Conduct a study on the possible impact of over-sexualized representations of girls and women in the media and the prevalence of pornography on the increase in gender-based violence against women in the State party;  
d) Systematically collect disaggregated data on harmful practices in the State party. 
 
 
8. Violence against women  
a) Further study the root causes for the low reporting and conviction rates in cases of violence against women and strengthen its efforts to eliminate all barriers preventing women from reporting violence to the police;  
b) Carry out an evaluation of the response of the police and judiciary to complaints of sexual crimes and introduce mandatory capacity-building for judges, prosecutors, police officers and other law enforcement officers on the strict application of criminal law provisions on violence against women and on gender-sensitive procedures for interviewing women victims of violence;   
c) Revise, from a gender perspective, the conditions for granting temporary residence permits to migrant women who are dependent on their partners in order to avoid adverse consequences for those women of their dependency on their partners when the latter exercise violence against them and ensure full protection to women victims of violence;  
d) Ensure that the new legislation to regulate the export of arms includes a strong and robust gender-specific perspective. 
 
9. Trafficking and exploitation of prostitution 
The State party should continue its pioneering role and innovative approaches in addressing trafficking of women for sexual exploitation, as well as its efforts to reinforce international, regional and bilateral cooperation with countries of origin, transit and destination to prevent trafficking. The State party should also strengthen its efforts to improve data collection on victims of trafficking, disaggregated by sex, age and nationality, and ensure adequate protection, rehabilitation and reintegration services for them. Furthermore, the State party should strengthen the assistance provided to women and girls who wish to leave prostitution, including by providing alternative income-generating opportunities. 
 
10. Participation in political and public life 
The State party should continue to take targeted measures to maintain its achievements in ensuring a high rate of representation of women in political and public life, including in the parliament, at the national, provincial and municipal levels. The Committee recommends that, in doing so, the State party pay particular attention to underrepresented groups of women, such as migrant women. 
 
11. Education 
a) Strengthen its strategies to address discriminatory stereotypes and structural barriers that may deter girls from enrolling in traditionally male dominated fields of study, such as mathematics, information technology and science;
b) Improve conditions for women to pursue research careers and ensure that they are able to benefit from research funding and postgraduate studies on equal terms with men;   
c) Ensure that a zero-tolerance policy on violence and harassment is effectively implemented in all schools, which should include counselling services, awareness-raising efforts and effective reporting mechanisms, and include in school curricula age-appropriate and gender-sensitive education on sexuality and women’s human rights, including sexual and reproductive health and rights;
d) Continue to combat discrimination against disadvantaged groups of women and girls in accessing education and ensure effective monitoring and evaluation of the impact of such efforts, to support taking remedial action.  
 
12. Employment 
The State party should intensify its efforts to ensure equal opportunities for women in the labour market, including traditionally male-dominated sectors such as information technology and science, create more opportunities for women to gain access to full-time employment, increase the incentives for men to use their right to parental leave and take specific and proactive measures to eliminate occupational segregation and to reduce the gender pay gap.  

The State party should also take into account the needs of disadvantaged groups of women and consider in this regard the use of temporary special measures such as financial incentives. The State party should ratify the Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189) of the International Labour Organization. Furthermore, the State party uphold its due diligence obligations to ensure that companies under its jurisdiction or control respect, protect and fulfil women’s human rights when operating abroad.  
 
13. Health 
a) Increase its efforts, including through the allocation of additional resources, to address the deteriorating mental health situation of women and girls and the abuse of alcohol and drugs, with a particular focus on adopting preventive measures;
b) Further analyse the root causes for the increase in work-related illness and use of sick leave among women to adopt structural solutions;
c) Pay special attention to the health needs of women with disabilities, ensuring their inclusive access to support services such as rehabilitation and psychosocial care;
d) Ensure that all women and girls, including those belonging to disadvantaged and marginalized groups, have free access to adequate sexual and reproductive health services.  
 
14. Marriage and family relations 
The State party should take all necessary measures, including through judicial training, to ensure that gender-based violence against women in the domestic sphere is taken into account in decisions on child custody or visitation rights and sensitize the judiciary on the negative impact of such violence on a child’s development.  

The State Party should undertake research on the economic consequences of divorce for both spouses, with specific attention to the enhanced human capital and earning potential of male spouses on the basis of their full-time and uninterrupted career patterns. Furthermore, the State party should review its current legislation in the light of the outcome of that research with a view to aligning it with the CEDAW Committee’s general recommendation No. 29 (2013) on article 16 of the Convention (economic consequences of marriage, family relations and their dissolution). 
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