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INTRODUCTION 
Togo ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 1er August 1990. It also ratified the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography on 22 June 2004.
The CRC requires States Parties to submit to the Committee on the Rights of the Child a report on the measures they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized therein in accordance with article 44.
The Fédération Togolaise des Associations de Personnes Handicapées (FETAPH) (Togolese Federation of Disabled People's Associations) has initiated and implemented a number of actions to ensure that disability and the specific needs of disabled people, particularly disabled children, are taken into account in development planning at national, regional and local level.
In order to fulfil its mission, FETAPH is resolutely committed to monitoring the implementation of the commitments made by the Togolese government to disabled people, including disabled children.
With this in mind, FETAPH, with the support of its partners, namely the International Disability Alliance (IDA), has undertaken to draw up and submit its first alternative report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the situation of the rights of children with disabilities in Togo, in relation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), alongside the 5ème and 6ème reports (presented in a single document) by the Togolese government.
This report essentially deals with two (2) parts. The first part deals with the methodology and context of the situation of children with disabilities and the second part deals with FETAPH's assessment of the situation of the rights of children with disabilities in relation to the CRC.
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[bookmark: _Toc141977096][bookmark: _Toc142060104]PART ONE: Methodology and background 

[bookmark: _Toc523769754][bookmark: _Toc141977098][bookmark: _Toc142060105]I.1 Background on the situation of disabled children 
In Togo, disabled people are among the most vulnerable, particularly disabled children. Exposed to social and economic inequalities, they are victims of discrimination, which limits their access to basic social services and their full and effective participation in society.
[bookmark: _Toc523769755][bookmark: _Toc141977099][bookmark: _Toc142060106]I.2 General information 
It is very difficult to obtain disaggregated data on disabled people and particularly disabled children from government departments, even those directly involved in disability issues. 
There are currently no statistics on the overall number of disabled children. 
However, the latest population and housing census (5ème ) took disability into account, except that the number of disabled people, and in particular the number of disabled children, has not yet been published.  
[bookmark: _Toc523769756][bookmark: _Toc141973858][bookmark: _Toc141977100][bookmark: _Toc142060107]I.3 Institutional framework 
At institutional level, several ministerial departments are implementing actions that are directly related to the issue of protecting and promoting children's rights (Education, Health, Social Action, etc.).
[bookmark: _Toc141977101][bookmark: _Toc142060108]The ministerial department responsible for implementing and monitoring the application of government policy on child protection is the Ministry for Social Action, the Advancement of Women and Literacy.  This ministry has set up a General Directorate for Child Protection, which unfortunately does little to take disabled children into account, as evidenced by the lack of statistical data specific to disabled children in all its activities. This state of affairs is not conducive to the inclusion and effective realisation of the rights of disabled children.
It is the same ministry that coordinates all actions relating to disability issues in their entirety through the Disabled People's Directorate.
This department comes under the General Directorate for Social Action of the same ministry.
[bookmark: _Toc141977102][bookmark: _Toc142060109]I.4 Organisational and associative framework 
In Togo, there are at least 80 civil society organisations working to promote the rights of disabled people, including disabled children.  
These associations are spread across all regions of the country. 
Some forty of these organisations make up the FETAPH network (Fédération Togolaise des Associations de Personnes Handicapées).  	  
[bookmark: _Toc141977103][bookmark: _Toc142060110]I.5 Legal, political and operational framework 
The Togolese government has taken steps to promote the rights of disabled people, including disabled children.  These include
· Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on 1er  August 1990;
· Ratification of the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) on 5 May 1998
· The creation in October 1996 of a Department for Disabled People within the Ministry of Social Action and National Solidarity, whose fundamental mission is to define strategies for the protection and promotion of disabled people, to co-ordinate all actions undertaken on their behalf and to ensure the application of legislation on the social protection of disabled people;
· The introduction of a national Community-Based Rehabilitation programme in 1997 by the Ministry of Health, which was revised in 2005, 
· The adoption of Law No. 2004-005 of 23 April 2004 on the social protection of disabled people in Togo
· Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 1 March 2011; 
· Order no. 048/MEPSA/CAB/SB of 11 May 2012 on the institutional validation of the inclusive education training manual with a particular focus on welcoming children with disabilities into ordinary classes;
· The institutional validation by the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education in 2014 of the training manual on visual impairment and Braille and the training manual on hearing impairment and sign language;
· The Education Sector Plan (PSE 2020-2030) made inclusive; 
· Circular letter No 165/2021/MEPSTA/CAB/SG on access to classrooms for people with reduced mobility;
· the Togolese government's annual grant to the Fédération Togolaise des Associations de Personnes Handicapées ;
· The grant awarded to certain special schools for children with disabilities;
· Paying the salaries of certain teachers in special schools;
· The introduction of disability issues into the curricula of the Ecole Nationale de Formation Sociale (ENFS); 
· Adopting inclusive education models for Togo ;
· Setting up the National Committee for the Protection of Children's Rights ;
· The creation and installation of the National Consultative Council for Children and the Regional and Prefectoral Consultative Councils renewed in 2020 and 2021.
Despite the existence of these measures and provisions, they are not applied effectively, which means that the daily lives of disabled people, particularly disabled children, are not really affected. 
[bookmark: _Toc523769759][bookmark: _Toc141977104][bookmark: _Toc142060111]PART TWO: FETAPH's assessment of the rights of children with disabilities 

[bookmark: _Toc523769760][bookmark: _Toc141977105][bookmark: _Toc142060112][bookmark: _Hlk140414982]II.1 Non-discrimination (Art 2; 23)
After ratifying the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1990 and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) in 1998, Togo ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2011.
At national level, there is the Constitution, the Personal and Family Code, but above all the new Children's Code, which refers to children's right to information and to be heard (chapter IV, art. 29, 30 and 31). However, this code does not provide for support measures so that disabled children can express their opinions and have access to information.
However, children with disabilities continue to suffer discrimination. The provisions for real enjoyment of the rights of disabled children are not sufficiently taken into account. On the basis of prejudice, the families of disabled children are ridiculed in their communities, and some parents do not declare these children and sometimes isolate them. Some of these children are even considered as demons or gods by their own families and/or communities and suffer inhuman treatment (see p.11 of the FETAPH alternative report on the CRPD, February 2023). Given this alarming situation, there is every reason to believe that children with disabilities are not really treated on an equal basis with other children, and their rights are often flouted not only by institutions but also, and above all, by their own families. The measures taken by the State to guarantee the right of disabled children to participate on an equal footing with non-disabled children in accordance with Article 13 of the CRC are not sufficient.
There is also a lack of training for juvenile judges on the specific needs of children with disabilities, as well as a lack of representation of children with disabilities on Children's Advisory Councils. 

Recommendations
 Develop and implement a programme to raise awareness of the rights of disabled children as part of citizenship education;
[bookmark: _Hlk140914580] Building the capacity of juvenile court judges on the rights of children with disabilities;
 Ensure that disabled children are represented on the National Advisory Council for Children and on the Regional and Prefectoral Advisory Councils; 
 Train all children in advisory councils on the rights of disabled children. 

II.2 Alternative care (Art. 20, CDE)
The adoption of disabled children is very difficult and rare because most couples do not accept them. The few disabled children who are accepted are those who do not have a great need (see alternative report on the CRPD, Article 7). In addition, childcare centres are not accessible to disabled children and staff are not trained in the specificities of caring for these children. 

Recommendations
 Make childcare centres accessible to disabled children;
 Train reception centre staff (e.g. CROPESDI) on the specificities of caring for disabled children;
 Include FETAPH on the National Child Adoption Committee for its expertise.

[bookmark: _Toc523769761][bookmark: _Toc141977106][bookmark: _Toc142060113]II.3 Education

The government is making efforts to ensure that disabled children have access to education on an equal footing with their non-disabled fellow citizens. 
But access is still difficult because inclusive education has not yet been institutionalised in the country, even though it is provided for in the education sector plan (PSE 2020-2030). Thanks to the support of partners, inclusive education is being partially implemented in some regions on a pilot basis, using itinerant teachers. However, it should be noted that the practice is not harmonised in the areas where it is being implemented.
Schools and training centres are increasingly equipped with access ramps, but this is not enough. Teachers are not trained in the specific needs of people with disabilities, assessments are not adapted to all types of disability, school textbooks are not inclusive, and no national strategy for inclusive education has been adopted and implemented.
Data on disabled children is collected at school level. However, there is no disaggregated information on these children. We have the overall number of disabled children, but information on the type of disability, the specific needs related to the disability and the accessibility of each disabled child is not available. On the other hand, there are no statistics on children outside the school system.
Furthermore, the current legislative framework is not specific to the needs of intellectually disabled children, although there are pilot initiatives here and there. Intellectually disabled children attend state-subsidised specialised centres, which still run counter to the concept of inclusive education. But the subsidy is insufficient and the cost and logistics of caring for an intellectually disabled child are enormous.
Because inclusive education has not yet been institutionalised and generalised, the majority of disabled children attending school, particularly those with hearing, visual and intellectual disabilities, attend special schools and therefore do not benefit from measures relating to the policy of free schooling at pre-school and primary level and the national policy of school meals for children in state schools.
Recommendations
 Adopt and implement a national inclusive education strategy;
 Create a department dedicated to inclusive education at ministerial level to facilitate the scaling up of this approach to education;
 Provide schools with sufficient and appropriate teaching materials;
[bookmark: _Hlk142051537] Revise the data collection form for disabled pupils at school level, taking into account the type of disability, the specific needs related to the disability and accessibility ; 
[bookmark: _Hlk142052041] Take account of learners with disabilities in the organisation of national examinations (adapt subjects to the specific characteristics of different impairments by granting the reasonable adjustments requested); 
 Start setting up transitional inclusive education classes in educational establishments in line with Togo's inclusive education model;
 Integrate the needs of disabled children into the early childhood education programme.

II.4 Participation in cultural life, leisure and sport
The development of certain sporting activities is encouraged by the State on an ad hoc basis, and for certain types of disability, through tournaments.
However, these opportunities only affect a small proportion of disabled people.
Disabled pupils are automatically excluded from physical and sporting activities in schools due to a lack of adaptations. The State has not put in place adequate programmes, infrastructure and equipment to encourage the creation of clubs and facilitate access to all types of sport for disabled people, particularly disabled children, without distinction.
On a cultural level, there are private initiatives by organisations to promote disabled people, including children. However, State efforts in this area are rare.
There are few recreational and leisure facilities, especially in the country's major cities, but they are not always adapted for disabled children.
Recommendations
 Develop inclusive sports and leisure programmes, including cultural activities;
 Promoting and professionalising Paralympic sport in Togo;
 Take measures to adapt physical and sports activities to the specific needs of disabled children.
[bookmark: _Toc523769762][bookmark: _Toc141977107][bookmark: _Toc142060114]II. 5 Health
Article 34 of the Togolese Constitution recognises the right to health of all Togolese citizens, without exception, and aims to promote this right. Some health centres have ramps to facilitate access for people with physical disabilities, including children.
However, accessibility to hospital facilities remains a huge challenge. Hospital facilities lack adequate accommodation standards for people with disabilities, including children. Health staff are not equipped to communicate with people with hearing disabilities, including children. 
There is also no systematic health insurance for disabled children.
The State promotes sexual and reproductive health rights, but the specific needs of disabled girls are not really taken into account. 
Finally, there is no budget line in the health sector specifically earmarked for disabled children.
Recommendations
 Integrate and apply provisions for the protection and care of people with disabilities, particularly children, in the health system, including infrastructures;
Develop a maternal and child health policy with a focus on the proximity of health facilities, the quality of health workers and the fight against illegal practitioners;
 Work to build health facilities accessible to disabled children with equipment adapted to disabled children;
 Set up a health insurance system for disabled children;
 Facilitate the care of disabled children during pandemics such as COVID-19 by involving disabled people's organisations in the government's prevention and protection initiatives.

II. 6 Adaptation and rehabilitation (Art 3, 23)
The State has set up rehabilitation centres (CNAO and CRAO).
However, as with healthcare in general, the costs of rehabilitation remain prohibitive. This is not conducive to easy access for people with disabilities, particularly children, especially those living in rural areas. The cost of orthopaedic aids and appliances is excessively high; the average expenditure for an orthopaedic appliance is two hundred and fifty thousand CFA francs, while the majority of parents of disabled children are in an extremely vulnerable and poor situation. 
Also worth noting: 
· the absence of professionals in certain areas of rehabilitation (such as occupational therapy);
· a remarkable lack of rehabilitation in other fields (such as psychomotricity), especially in the interior of the country; 
· the absence of any state subsidy for the Centres Régionaux d'Appareillage Orthopédiques (CRAO). 
Recommendations
 Grant subsidies to the CRAOs and other existing centres and increase the CNAO's subsidy;
 Exempt rehabilitation equipment from customs duties;
 Train professionals in all areas of rehabilitation and make them available throughout the country; 
 Strengthen the technical capabilities of existing rehabilitation professionals; 
 Implement a control procedure for the provision of rehabilitation services ;
 Introduce an equal opportunities card for disabled children's access to basic services.


[bookmark: _Toc523769768][bookmark: _Toc141977108][bookmark: _Toc142060115]CONCLUSION
 
In the light of the above, it is clear that the Togolese government has the political will to promote the rights of children with disabilities. This commitment is justified by the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) and the various measures taken at national level. But applying these instruments and measures remains a challenge. As a result, the daily lives of disabled children have not really changed. As a result, disabled children's access to healthcare, rehabilitation and education remains very limited. 

Data in pre-school, primary and secondary education in 2019 and 2020
· Population of disabled children attending school

	SEX
	G
	F
	T

	Population of disabled children attending school in Togo in 2019-2020
	5 607
	4 487
	10094


Source: DPEE [footnoteRef:1] [1:  DPEE: Direction de la Planification de l'Education et de l'Evaluation (Education Planning and Evaluation Department)] 

[bookmark: _Hlk65488334]

· Number of children attending pre-school in mainstream schools by type of disability and gender

	SEX
	TYPE OF DISABILITY
	Package

	
	Visually impaired
	Blind
	Mild motor disability
	Severe motor disability
	Hard of hearing
	Non-hearing/deaf
	Mentally handicapped
	Albinos
	

	M
	42
	5
	89
	22
	33
	44
	112
	20
	367

	F
	23
	2
	59
	20
	31
	27
	78
	14
	254

	T
	65
	7
	148
	42
	64
	71
	190
	34
	621


Source: DPEE





· Number of children attending primary education in mainstream schools by type of disability and gender

	SEX
	TYPE OF DISABILITY
	Package

	
	Visually impaired
	Blind
	Mild motor disability
	Severe motor disability
	Hard of hearing
	Non-hearing/deaf
	Mentally handicapped
	Albinos
	

	M
	1 339
	112
	1 054
	246
	838
	390
	1166
	95
	5 240

	F
	1 240
	101
	671
	167
	772
	331
	842
	109
	4 233

	T
	2 579
	2 13
	1 725
	413
	1 610
	721
	2 008
	204
	9 473


Source: DPEE

· The proportion of disabled pupils in pre-school and primary education compared to children without disabilities

· [bookmark: _Hlk65519319]Table of pre-school children by type of disability 2019-2020

	SEX
	TYPE OF DISABILITY
	Package

	
	Visually impaired
	Blind
	Mild motor disability
	Severe motor disability
	Hard of hearing
	Non-hearing/deaf
	Mentally handicapped
	Albinos
	

	M
	0,02%
	0,00%
	0,04%
	0,01%
	0,02%
	0,02%
	0,05%
	0,01%
	0,18%

	F
	0,01%
	0,00%
	0,03%
	0,01%
	0,01%
	0,01%
	0,04%
	0,01%
	0,12%

	T
	0,03%
	0,00%
	0,07%
	0,02%
	0,03%
	0,03%
	0,09%
	0,02%
	0,30%


Source: DPEE
· Table of primary school children by type of disability 2019-2020

	SEX
	TYPE OF DISABILITY
	Package

	
	Visually impaired
	Blind
	Mild motor disability
	Severe motor disability
	Mal
Hearing
	Non-hearing/deaf
	Mentally handicapped
	Albinos
	

	M
	0,08%
	0,01%
	0,06%
	0,02%
	0,05%
	0,02%
	0,07%
	0,01%
	0,32%

	F
	0,08%
	0,01%
	0,04%
	0,01%
	0,05%
	0,02%
	0,05%
	0,01%
	0,26%

	T
	0,16%
	0,01%
	0,11%
	0,03%
	0,10%
	0,04%
	0,12%
	0,01%
	0,58%


Source: DPEE
                                                                                                
· The proportion of these children with other children without disabilities 

	Proportion of disabled learners to non-disabled learners 2019-2020

	G
	F
	T

	0,36%
	0,24%
	0,60%


Source: DPEE
· The number of disabled children attending basic cycle 2 in ordinary schools, corresponding to an average of 4 years of schooling, broken down by type of disability and gender

· Number of disabled pupils in secondary 1 (2019-2020)

	Type of disability     
	Total

	
	M
	F
	T

	Visually impaired
	1 758
	2 432
	4 190

	Blind
	20
	25
	45

	Mild motor disability
	746
	537
	1 283

	Severe motor disability
	93
	59
	152

	Hard of hearing
	560
	380
	940

	Non-hearing/deaf
	56
	29
	85

	Mentally handicapped
	49
	24
	73

	Albinos
	61
	68
	129

	Ensemble TOGO
	3 343
	3 554
	6 897


Source: DPEE

· Proportion of disabled pupils compared with non-disabled pupils in secondary 1 (2019-2020)

	SEX
	TYPE OF DISABILITY
	Package

	
	Visually impaired
	Blind
	Mild motor disability
	Severe motor disability
	Hard of hearing
	Non-hearing/
deaf
	Mentally handicapped
	Albinos
	

	M
	0,29%
	0,00%
	0,13%
	0,02%
	0,09%
	0,01%
	0,01%
	0,01%
	0,56%

	F
	0,00%
	0,00%
	0,09%
	0,01%
	0,06%
	0,00%
	0,00%
	0,01%
	0,60%

	T
	0,30%
	0,01%
	0,22%
	0,03%
	0,16%
	0,01%
	0,01%
	0,02%
	1,16%


Source: DPEE

· Number of disabled pupils in secondary 2 (2019-2020)

	Type of disability     
	Total

	
	M
	F
	T

	Visually impaired
	592
	763
	1 355

	Blind
	23
	9
	32

	Mild motor disability
	239
	95
	334

	Severe motor disability
	31
	13
	44

	Hard of hearing
	86
	53
	139

	Non-hearing/deaf
	5
	0
	5

	Mentally handicapped
	3
	0
	3

	Albinos
	11
	5
	16

	Ensemble TOGO
	990
	938
	1 928


Source: DPEE

· Proportion of disabled pupils compared with non-disabled pupils in secondary 2 (2019-2020)

	SEX
	TYPE OF DISABILITY
 

	
	Visually impaired
	Blind
	Mild motor disability
	Severe motor disability
	Hard of hearing
	Non-hearing/
deaf
	Mentally handicapped
	Albinos
	Package

	M
	0,33%
	0,01%
	0,13%
	0,02%
	0,05%
	0,00%
	0,00%
	0,01%
	0,55%

	F
	0,42%
	0,00%
	0,05%
	0,01%
	0,03%
	0,00%
	0,00%
	0,00%
	0,52%

	T
	0,75%
	0,02%
	0,18%
	0,02%
	0,08%
	0,00%
	0,00%
	0,01%
	1,06%


Source: DPEE

Data in special education
The data presented here is a compilation of figures from specialised schools throughout Togo.
· Number of disabled children still attending special or integrated schools, broken down by type of disability and gender.

	Types of disability
	Number of children enrolled

	
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Hearing
	216
	192
	408

	Visual
	118
	112
	230

	Intellectual
	400
	300
	700

	Multiple disabilities
	105
	109
	214

	Other (language and communication disorders; loss of motor skills; cerebral palsy; autism) 
	204
	144
	348

	TOTAL
	1043 
	 857
	1 900


Source: statistics for all specialised schools in Togo
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