


Closing Remarks
Switzerland
Rosemary Kayess 
Rapporteur


I would like to thank the distinguished delegation from Switzerland for our  constructive dialogue, despite the initial technical difficulties.  You have provided comprehensive information and responses to our questions. I recognise that Switzerland has a very mindful and considered approach to the development of law and policy, but it is important that this approach is not hampered by the process of ongoing reviews and consultations without implementation and the achievement of outcomes. 

Switzerland has a wealth of resources to draw upon for its law and policy reform.  It also has a high level of expertise from Swiss organisations of people with disabilities, and this has been demonstrated throughout this reporting process.  I strongly encourage Switzerland to closely consult and actively involve these organisations in your reform agenda. 

The CRPD requires a transformation of existing systems and the implementation of a human rights model of disability as an integral part of this process. We recognise that this is not a simple or easy task. This will require significant, coordinated change across Switzerland and legislative and cultural change to transform its society. 

I highlight a few areas that will be critical in ensuring you achieve this goal - 
harmonising CRPD standards across Federal, cantonal and municipal levels; ensuring comprehensive and uniform protection from discrimination; replacing substitute decision-making with supported decision-making; ending institutionalisation and facilitating independent living; ensuring inclusive education; providing uniform accessibility standards across Switzerland; prohibiting forced medical interventions and treatments and strengthening disability inclusive development.

We wish you the best in your endeavours.

Thank you  



