Annex XXII
Details on sensitization campaigns on HIV AIDS

A National Action Plan for HIV and AIDS covering the period 2017–2021 is presently being implemented, aiming to meet the following UNAIDS 90-90-90 treatment targets:
· Diagnosed 90% of all People Living with HIV (PLHIV)
· Started and retained 90% of those diagnosed on ART
· Achieved viral suppression for 90% of patients on ART

Since August 2017, WHO 2015 Guideline with the “Test and Treat” Strategy is being implemented in the country. An updated HIV and AIDS Treatment protocol for a comprehensive management of PLHIV has also been elaborated and is being implemented since 2018.
HIV and AIDS activities are coordinated by the AIDS Unit of the Ministry of Health and Wellness. The unit has opted for the decentralisation of HIV Services in eight-day care centres to further improve access to services for the immuno-suppressed. Services including HIV Voluntary Counselling and Testing, dispensing of anti-retroviral drugs to PLHIV, HIV Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis and Post Exposure Prophylaxis are provided in line with the World Health Organisation guidelines. Psycho social support is also provided.
HIV and AIDS awareness programmes are conducted at the national level, especially through mass media as well as in secondary schools.

Non-Governmental Organisations, including religious bodies and the private sector support the Government‘s programme and activities to deal with the HIV and AIDS epidemic in the country.

“Prévention Information et Lutte contre le Sida” is the main Non-Governmental Organisations engaged in the fight against HIV and AIDS in Mauritius. It is mainly involved in up-scaling participation of the civil society in HIV prevention by increasing provision of services to key affected populations.

The contribution of peer educators is regularly solicited by the Ministry and this led to the success of various HIV and AIDS programmes.

Services at Primary Health Care level have been strengthened to avoid sero-conversion and
transmission from mother to child during the pregnancy period. 
The National Action Plan 2017-2021 promotes the following: a comprehensive sexuality and gender transformative intervention to prevent new HIV infections through risky sexual behaviour, support services utilization, enhanced retention in care and adherence to antiretroviral therapy. 

The elaboration and implementation of the various National Strategic Frameworks 2001- 2005, 2006-2011 and 2012 - 2016 have been successful in maintaining the HIV prevalence under 1 %. The Ministry of Health and Wellness has already initiated HIV testing through caravans moving across the island to reach a maximum number of persons.

a) Mauritius has adopted new measures in order to reach the UN 90-90-90 targets by 2020:
(i) early initiation of treatment as per a “test and treat” strategy” since August 2017; and
(ii) revision of the antiretroviral treatment protocol in 2018.

A High-Level Drugs and HIV Council has been set up in 2019, under the chair of the Prime Minister.  The Council has a key role to, inter alia, oversee the implementation of the National Drug Control Master Plan 2018-2020 commissioned by the Defence and Home Affairs Division and the National Action Plan for HIV and AIDS 2017-2021 of the Ministry of Health and Wellness.  The main objects of the Council are as follows: 

a) foster a multi-sectoral approach with a view to providing a stronger response to Drugs and HIV; 

b) organise concrete measures to minimize the personal, social and economic impact of Drugs and HIV; and 

c) a National Drug Secretariat, operating under the Prime Minister’s Office will follow up on proposals made by the Council. 

Fear-based approach and prevention led by police officers (Anti Drug and Smuggling Unit) or former drug user have been preferred over evidence-based drug prevention strategies.
The Probation and Aftercare Service organizes programmes at its Attendance Centres for offenders released on probation by the Court. The Programme comprises eleven modules including one on Substance Abuse.

The public awareness/sensitization campaign is maintained with a view to better sensitizing the community on the dangers of drugs and commercial sexual exploitation of children.
Anti Drug and Smuggling Unit has intensified its awareness campaign in collaboration with the community, schools and other Non-Governmental Organisations. Details are as hereunder: -

Awareness campaign by Anti-Drug and Smuggling Unit
	Year
	Sessions carried out
	Attendees

	2014
	69
	26,620

	2015
	106
	24,649

	2016
	142
	29,630

	2017
	80
	10,577

	2018
	141
	44,195

	2019
	136
	14,875

	2020
	106
	11,317


Source: Mauritius Police Force


Police Crime Prevention Unit Awareness campaigns carried out by Police Crime Prevention Unit at School and Community Level are as follows: -
[bookmark: _Toc80187976]Work sessions carried out at School Level as at end of December 2020.

	YEAR
	NO. OF SESSIONS HELD IN PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOLS
	NO. OF STUDENTS

	2011
	108
	21840

	2012
	121
	17790

	2013
	75
	14192

	2014
	114
	19471

	2015
	110
	17786

	2016
	101
	18028

	2017
	111
	16899

	2018
	109
	17716

	2019 
	163
	22394

	2020
	200
	25687

	Total
	1212
	191703
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Work sessions carried out at Community Level as at end of December 2020.
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	Year
	No. of Sessions Held With Community Level
	No. of Persons

	2011
	253
	17819

	2012
	318
	21072

	2013
	327
	18838

	2014
	360
	18966

	2015
	481
	24486

	2016
	434
	23650

	2017
	495
	40647

	2018
	564
	41677

	2019
	519
	30063

	2020
	540
	18524

	Total
	4291
	255742



Male, female condoms and gels are available/accessible to all at the Family Planning Clinics, the eight service points of care for People Living with HIV and at the 46 Needle Exchange distribution sites for Needle Exchange Programme clients and their partners. This service is also being provided during the sensitisation and awareness sessions on HIV and AIDS held by the health care personnel of the AIDS Unit. Therefore, female sex workers, men who have sex with men, people who inject drugs and transgender persons can access condoms free of user costs. The sexually active youth and young people who are considered to be a vulnerable group can freely access condoms.

Moreover, the country is aiming towards elimination of Mother to child transmission of HIV. Consistent and correct condom use as primary and secondary prevention is being promoted among the Mauritian population in addition to targeted preventive measures, namely: HIV testing and counselling, universal access to antiretroviral treatment (Prevention of Mother-to-child Transmission. Post Exposure Prophylaxis, Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis), harm reduction measures, distribution of Information, Education and Communication materials for adoption of safe behaviours.

Empowerment of members of Non-Governmental Organisations, peer educators and social workers in HIV testing and counselling are on-going. Workshops were carried out on HIV, Hepatitis C treatment, Stigma and Discrimination. Awareness sessions and condom programming targeting the youth and young adults in the community and workplaces, the people living with HIV are on-going. HIV prevention programmes for the people with special needs would also be included in the 2021 operational plan.
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