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European Anti-Poverty Network, Denmark, requests the Committee to examine Denmark’s reflections on a paradigm shift to an explicit human rights based approach to fighting poverty, including poverty as a violation of human rights.
The request is to be seen on the background of rising poverty in Denmark during the last decades due to political decisions. There is no officially agreed method of calculation of poverty (there is no defined poverty line in Denmark), but the trend is clear and admitted by most people: more poor people and more children in poor families and more severe poverty for those affected. 
For a growing number of people living on social benefits it has become more difficult or impossible to make ends meet on food, clothes, shoes and medicine, for some even on a minimum budget, not to speak about social activities outside the home. They are thus excluded from participating in activities that people normally engage in.
The causes of this trend are primarily austerity policies, labour market reforms and changes in the social security system. The social benefits have been lowered for several groups, in particular for immigrants. The increasing effect on poverty has been well known for some of the specific reforms, but it has not affected the policies. In the pursuit of economic growth and development, the immediate effect on poverty has been accepted with the argument that the reforms will bring people closer to the labour market and thus out of poverty. However, this argument has not been verified, even by investigations of the ministry itself. 
An out-of-poverty-through-austerity policy is worrying seen from a human rights perspective. Poverty is an assault on human rights, eroding social, economic and cultural rights and civil and political rights as well. 
We therefore urge the Committee to examine the Danish attitude to a paradigm shift in how it sees and addresses poverty and how it looks at adopting a human rights based approach to tackling poverty and social exclusion based explicitly on human rights values and norms.
A human rights based approach is an issue of social justice and governmental accountability for an effective anti-poverty policy. The existence of poverty and social exclusion inhibits the full and effective enjoyment of human rights. Poverty brings hardship and deprivation to families, it negatively affects health and it restricts the life chances of adults and children. Poverty further degrades community life and alienate people marginalized by poverty from the democratic processes. Poverty is not only deprivation of income. Poverty has many important social, cultural and social aspects as well that violates human dignity. But monetary deprivation can lead to other kinds of deprivation, thus improving a fair and non-discriminatory social security system is essential.
In a rich country with a welfare society like in Denmark poverty must be regarded as a structural problem related to distribution of resources, income and wealth, all of which are influenced by policy decisions and institutional practices. In such a context, we see poverty as a violation of human rights. People who live in poverty and social exclusion are in this case victims of political decisions or absence of intervention.
A rights based approach to poverty reduction is concerned with how and where poverty is created by human actions or policy choices. It sees poverty not as fate or inevitable but as an issue of justice, and it demands accountability for actions that produce, perpetuate and exacerbate poverty. Poverty reduction is a matter of obligation monitored for progress. Within the human rights framework of poverty there is an explicit focus on accountability of the duty-bearer towards the rights holders. 
A particular focus on human rights will help to ensure that the government addresses poverty reduction as a priority and may strengthen its capacity to address poverty reduction adequately when it is treated as a human rights issue, applying norms and standards set out in international human rights laws and avoiding measures that inhibit the full enjoyment of human rights. Poverty reduction and human rights are not two projects, but two mutually reinforcing approaches to the same project. If we are to end poverty, it is necessary to protect, promote and fulfill the human rights of poor and excluded people. This is also in line with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 
We therefore urge the Committee to examine the Danish attitude on the issue of a human rights based approach to tackling poverty.


