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This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment in Mauritania, in light of the state party’s reply to the List of issues. In Mauritania, corporal punishment of children is still lawful in every setting of their lives, including in the home and as a sentence for a crime.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Mauritania’s third/fifth periodic report, will recommend that legislation be immediately drafted and enacted to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home and as a sentence for a crime.


[bookmark: _Hlk500341220]1 Mauritania’s reply to the List of issues 
1.1 Mauritania’s reply to the List of issues highlights the Child Protection Code 2018, stating that its articles 79 and 80 clearly prohibit corporal punishment.[footnoteRef:2] Article 80 prohibits torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, but this is defined in article 79 as “submitting a child to repeated acts of brutality which may affect their psychological balance, repeated violation of their physical integrity, and the habit of depriving them of food or sequestering them” (emphasis added, unofficial translation). [2:  12 July 2018, CRC/C/MRT/Q/3-5/Add.1, Reply to list of issues, paras. 45 and 46] 

1.2 This is in fact protects children from some but not all forms of corporal punishment. An explicit prohibition of all forms of corporal punishment, however light, must be enacted.
1.3 We hope the Committee will remind the state party of its obligation to explicitly prohibit all corporal punishment of children in legislation and recommend that legislation be immediately drafted and enacted to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home and as a sentence for a crime.
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