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Written information on Japan for the Committee Against Torture Presessional Working Group, 54th session
(Apr/May 2015)


This information describes the legality of corporal punishment of children in Japan. In light of the obligation under international human rights law to prohibit all corporal punishment of children, the recommendations of the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children, the previous recommendations to Japan by the Committee Against Torture, and the recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment made to Japan by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Human Rights Committee and during the Universal Periodic Review (accepted by the Government), Save the Children Japan hopes the Committee Against Torture will:

· raise the issue of corporal punishment of children in its List of Issues Prior to Reporting for Japan, 
· in particularly, ask the government of Japan to clearly prohibit corporal punishment in all settings including home by law and to explicitly repeals the “right to discipline (chokai-ken in Japanese)” in the article of 822 of the Civil Code.

Note
1. Save the Children Japan prefers the word “Physical and Humiliating Punishment” as this word is used among Save the Children globally. Based on our field experiences, ‘corporal punishment’ in some countries mainly expresses extremely harsh types of actions against children and rather excludes any subtle use of violent disciplines.  As one of child rights organizations, Save the Children is determined to protect children from any force of violence, including physical and humiliating punishment, against children in all settings.
2. Save the Children Japan has been cooperating and coordinating closely with Global Initiative to End Corporal Punishment of Children. The comment Save the Children made in this paper is in line with GI’s briefing and country report submitted to the working group, 54th session. Save the Children Japan has also been working closely with domestic organizations who are engaged in this issue such as Initiative for Ending Violence against Children Japan and Japan Federation of Bar Associations. 
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